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 It has to be noticed, that currently we have to deal with the conversion of the 
German military Abwehr into the S.S. controlled Amt VI Mil. Amt.   The triggering 
event was the defection of the couple Vermehren to the British in Istanbul, on 7-8 
February 1944.  Hitler responded (on 12 February) furiously and ordered:- that from-
now-on the Abwehr should become headed by the R.S.H.A.   Admiral Canaris was 
instantly dismissed, and a merging period being initiated.    The big blow was the 
failed assassination attempt on Hitler, on 20 July 1944.  Because the Abwehr was 
heavily involved in this plot against Hitler, its leadership was liquidated.        Now 
considering my current ethic dilemma:  We encounter quite trustworthy statements. 
Though, some men have been, in a period of their lives, more or less, engaged in 
atrocities; or at least being responsible for it.  For whatever reasons, they (often) have 
become involved in so-called “Einsatz-Gruppen” in Russia.   Their doings have been 
well documented.  Though, my problem:- they constitute, quite often, the only 
reliable source of eyewitnesses information; in the fields we are currently dealing 
with. Astonishing, quite many of these men were in the possession of an University 
Degree and often received a PhD as well;  we have to bear this always in mind.      
Which, by the way, being much easier - than to step-down at crucial moments in life; 
of which’s implications they might not have been aware of, when it actually 
occurred. Albeit, that the sphere in which it all happened - should have triggered 
deep moral considerations.  Ignorance? Are they the only ones to be blamed?     On 
the other hand, there were also (some) personalities concerned in this bleak 
environment, whom, for what ever circumstance, weren’t directly involved in crimes 
against humanity; for instance:- Schellenberg and Wirsing; but they bore, 
nevertheless, responsibility.      Therefore:   our engagement - in unrevealing dark 
aspects of history - does still make sense.      
 
 
I have on places where, in my perception, it is necessary added comments. These are always 
recognisable by, for instance: (xxx) or (AOB, xxx); albeit that sometimes I use red or green 
text colours, instead. 
 
Please notice: that it concerns always my selections out of the piles of materials, added with 
what I suppose is necessary to understand the time-frame, and/or the circumstances better. 
 
By Arthur O. Bauer 
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Schellenberg. 

Schellenberg has been interrogated with the reference to W.R.C.’s (Mr. Ferguson’s)  
memorandum of 27.7.45 and has supplied the following information. 
 A.  Which Referat of Amt VI dealt with espionage in India? 
     Amt VI C dealt with this, and military matters were covered by Mil C 
(AOB, this might lift the curiosity a bit: Amt VI purely espionage and Mil Amt the military 
consequences) 
 B.  Which officers of this Referat were specially employed on this work? 
      1.  Prior to 1942, Sturmbannführer Daufeld(t?), who also dealt with matters   
           pertaining to England. 
      2.  Standartenfuehrer Dr. Graefe from 1942-1943. (AOB, PF65930 pointing at  
         Müller’s commitments in Iraq; Unternehmen Mammut)  
      3.  Sturmbannführer Schuback, from 1943 to the end of the war. 
 C.  What contacts, if any, existed in India for espionage purposes? 
     The German Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt) had radio contact with a man  



named Silbas Chandra Bose (for some time the latter lived in Germany, and later he 
returned by German submarine to Asia and Burma again), a leader of one of the Indian 
Freedom Movements in Northern India, via Kabul/ Formerly, Obst.  Hansen of I H 
(since 1943 he was Leiter I, in Berlin) had briefed a certain Hptm. Kirn, real name 
unknown of Mil Amt D and C to fly to Northern India in the Summer of 1944.  His 
mission was to establish contact with the Indian Freedom Movements and set up a 
Nachrichtendienst there. Means of communication to be via the above-mentioned 
Foreign Office channels (they possessed their own communication centre, like in 
Beelitz). 
 
With Hansen’s demise from the scene, subsequent to 20th July, 1944, Schellenberg 
took over this matter and was greatly interested in the accomplishment of this mission.  
The plan was not, however, carried out for two reasons:- 
 
1.  Jealousy on the part of the Foreign Office (Keppler).  Keppler claimed that it was 
very likely that the Russians were also in a position to decipher either incoming or 
outgoing radio transmissions with Kabul, and possibly also those from Kabul with 
Northern India, and vice versa. He claimed that the new project might endanger 
existing Foreign Office connections with Northern India. 
2.  Unfavourable course of the war. 

       D.  What does Schellenburg know of Abwehr Activities in India prior to the absorption of 
 the Abwehr into the R.S.H.A., as the Mil Amt? 
 Schellenberg can give no information beyond that given in C above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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↓ 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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(AOB, Count Ciano, was Italy’s Foreign Minister who was married to Mussolini’s daughter Edda) 

Subject 2. Edda Mussolini and the (Count Ciano)  Diary 
 
 



 Schellenberg cannot give a clear chronological account but remembers as follows:- 
 
 The affair was at the start in the hands of Dr. Hoettl and Kaltenbrunner. 
When Ciano and his wife fled to Germany Kaltenbrunner on Hitler’s orders allotted them a 
residence and, on the suggestion of Hoettl, his secretary, who was happily married to an 
officer on the Eastern Front, was sent to look after Ciano’s family.  She (the secretary) soon 
won Ciano’s confidence and according to Steimle (Leiter VI B) who took on the conduct of 
the case of Hoettl, became his mistress. Kaltenbrunner also slept with her and gave her the 
code name “Felicitas” to the affair, which was her name.  Schellenberg cannot remember the 
surname, but thinks she came from Weimar; she was later used as a translator. 
 
 Ciano told Felicitas (once Hoettl’s secretary) that he had arranged with Edda, in the 
event of danger, for the publication in Switzerland of the entire diary.  He also told Felicitas 
that this included his notes on his interviews with Ribbentrop.  When Mussolini asked Hitler 
to hand over Ciano, Hoettl and Kaltenbrunner tried in vain to stop Ciano’s extradition for this 
reason. Ciano came into Italian custody and Edda was allowed a residence in Northern Italy 
for which the two German police officials Wolf (SS-General) and Harster were responsible. 
Felicitas remained in contact with Ciano up to the last and according Steimle loved him. 
 
 When Edda realised her father’s attitude she fled to Switzerland, with the assistance of 
an Italian officer, (when I remember well, Hoettl was also involved) where she was interned.  
This put the cat among the dovecotes, and on the orders of Kaltenbrunner, Hoettl with 
Felicitas (Hoettl’s secretary) and Harster with Mussolini’s confessor Pater Nikolaus of the 
Vatican were to visit Edda and discover if the diary was in Edda’s possession and if possible 
buy it from her.  Nikolaus had no luck but Felicitas with the help of Hoettl and Konrad 
Neurath (he ruled before Heydrich replaced him Boehmen & Mähren) won Edda’s 
confidence.  Schellenberg is not sure whether Edda told him that she had taken a part of the 
book with her or left them all behind in Italy.  Felicitas, however, succeeded in getting the 
address of a lawyer, probably in Florence who held the books.  Schellenberg knows that 
Felicitas succeeded on Edda’s request, in getting hold of this, for which Kaltenbrunner gave 
her a decoration.  At the start of Himmler was deeply interested as the diary contained 
excerpts from official documents and notes of interviews in which Ribbentrop had played a 
part, but after several days it was decided to carry out a methodical translation of the whole 
material which was to be done by Felicitas at home (zu Hause)  Out of the whole material the 
following struck in Schellenberg’s mind:- 
 
(a)  A memorandum of Ciano’s of a meeting with Ribbentrop in 1939 at which the latter 
categorically declared that England under no circumstances would declare was on Germany 
or Italy even if Germany was to go to war against another country. 
 
Camp 020 
18.7.45 
JH/VH. 
 
KV 2/97-2, page 59 actually succeeding the last of Part II 

 
 During my last telephone conversation with Flensburg (from Sweden) on the 9th May, (1945) it 
transpired that the active participation of the Swedish Red Cross over the possible internment of German troops 
in Norway, was exclusively a question for the Swedish Red Cross and the British military authorities to settle. In 
so far as I was concerned the German Government had nothing further to say. 



 
Schellenberg Dr. Walter 

KV 2/98 
PF 600561 
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29.8.45 Translation of Schellenberg’s report on I.S. in Persia & Palestine 
 

6.9.45  To D.S.O  C.I.C.I Teheran forwarding copy of 191a. 
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Memorandum. 
To: B.L.W. Major Forrest. 

Kraizizek, Walter, South Africa http://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2757-768-trompke.htm  
    Schellenberg, Walter 
 Werz Luitpold, South Africa  http://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2757-768-trompke.htm  
 
  I have to advise you that the above-named three German National were, on the 
morning of 28.10.45 escorted to Croydon Airport and returned to the American Zone. 
  All property accompanied the bodies (= the above named persons!) 
 
 

 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2757-768-trompke.htm
http://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2757-768-trompke.htm
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Only relevant are the individuals put into an aeroplane. 
All name we have dealt with, except Herbert Masser 

Schellenberg, Walter   KV 2/94 … KV 2/99 
Kraizizeck Walter Paul KV 2/2638 .. KV 2/2639 South Africa, Lourenco Marquez 
Werz, Luitpold  KV 2/757 .. KV 2/768  Trompke,  Lourenco Marquez  
 
Pheiffer, Erich   KV 2/267 Last KONO Leiter in Turkey 
Masser.  Herbert 
Kraemer, Karl-Heinz  KV 2/144 … KV 2/157   Luft Attaché in Stockholm, Josephine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KV 2/98-1, page 42 

 
 Reference Schellenberg’s statement dated 21.7.45 
1.  Schellenberg states that Finke assisted Kleist in making contact with the Russians by 
introducing him to a certain Rall (Raul or similar). 
 
2.  It is possible that Rall is identical with a certain Hermann Rasch described as a Swedish 
Jew interested in shipping.  He is reported to have been in Russia a lot and to have probably 
been the intermediary in arranging peace between Finland and Russia in 1944, Kleist had long 
interview with Rasch prior to his (Kleist’s) departure for Finland in July 1944. 
 
3.  Particulars of Rasch from the Stockholm directory are as follows:-  
     Civil engineer 
     Floragatan 4, tel: home 10 41 20 office 10 59 81 
     Summer residence tel: Vättersö 11. 
 
4.  The above had been passed to our representative in Copenhagen where August Finke is 
being interrogated. 
 
V.F.20. 
26.10.45 
 
 

↓ 



KV 2/98-1, page 44 
(AOB, please bear in mind: that time of KV file series run reversed in time, thus this letter 
was older than the foregoing) 

 
24.10.45 
 
…. 
 HQ USFET S-28823 of 22 Oct asks when Schellenberg Amtschef VI will be available 
for interrogation by office United States of Counsel at Oberursel. (The main US interrogation 
Camp near to Frankfurt am Main) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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Germany’s Deciphering Service. 
 
 The following Dienststellen dealt with deciphering of W/T messages in Germany: 
1.  Abteilung (OKW/Chi of the Signals and Communications Amtsgruppe of the O.K.W. The 
leader of this Amtsgruppe up to August ’44 was General Thiele, who latterly became also 
head of the Signals and Communications  the O.K.H. (H = Heeres) in succession of General 
Fellgiebel (> 20 July 1944). After his dismissal he was succeeded in the O.K.H. by a General 
Praun  who was, as far as I know, at the time the so-called G.B.N. (G.B.N. signifies 
Generalbeauftragter für das Nachrichtenwesen – General Officer commanding 
communication services – this being the key position since raw materials and industry were 
dealt with by it.  The successor in the O.K.W. was a certain General Gimmler. 
 During all this period Abteilung “Chi” was run by a Obst. Kettler; I knew a certain 
Ministerialrat Fenner, one of his most important colleagues, (who was I remember spoke 
perfect Russian and also in other direction provided Kettler with valuable support). 
 In Thiele’s time (the end of 1942) I began active collaboration with Abteilung 
OKW/Chi , since I definitely needed the results of this Chi-department in order to complete 
the picture as regards evaluation work done available in the form of so-called VNs (i.e. 
vertrauliche Nachrichten – Confidential Information – originated by Ludendorf in the last war 
(1914-18)). 
2.  The Decoding Department of the Forschungsamt (Goering’s telephone tapping 
organisation) 
 Here an arrangement was in existence, also since about the end of 1942, whereby the 
reports were sent in the form of so-called “brown sheets”. (Braune Blätter, because these were 
published on brown paper). Our collaboration with the Forschungsamt in this sphere was not 
so fruitful as with the OKW, (AOB, quite understandable, the Wehrmacht gathered materials 
originating from all over Europe, whereas Goering’s Forschungsamt, mainly relied upon 
intercepted telephone conversations, how delicate their nature sometimes were) since the 
Forschungsamt did not do nearly such valuable work as the (Forschungsamt) and the time 
taken to decode was always considerably longer.  The only good work which the 
Forschungsamt did in this sphere was the decoding of some Polish traffic; also – a thing 
which struck me as a good achievement and from which we profited greatly – was that we 
had a good comprehension of internal Russian W/T telephone traffic, which yielded a very 
good picture of the economic situation (in particular coal, metal ore, steel production and 
trade). 
3.  There was also the Decoding Department of the Foreign Office (Auswärtigesamt), under 
the direction of Geheimrat Selchow.  We did not cooperate with this department. I knew, 
however, that Thiele in practice controlled this whole department;  he had promised me that 
whenever interesting material came up, I would receive this from him.  (Later this agreement 
remained tactically in force with Obst. Kettler). 
4.  Alongside this type of deciphering, that is mainly deciphering of diplomatic W/T traffic, 
there was also the so-called “tactical W/T monitoring” (Funkaufklärung) of the individual 
armed forces. In this field the Navy, Air Force and Army worked completely independently, 
alongside each other (nebeneinander). These activities were usually called 
“Horchdienst”(Listen service). 
 Both Thiele and Gimmler attempted, by virtue of their position in the OKW, to collate 
the most important results of the individual Wehrmacht sectors, in order that a uniform line of 
policy might be adopted, i.e. as to recruiting and technical training of staff.  But as far as I 
know these remained mere attempts.  The “Horch” results of the various Wehrmacht spheres 
work were good. 
 
 
 

↓ 
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5.  In addition there was the W/T Abwehr (Funkabwehr). This considered of listening and detection 
staffs, who were concerned only with controlling the W/T traffic of agents. The work was done jointly 
by the OKW (and subsidiary Dienststellen, the Ordnungspolizei (Orpo, by the way, a most competent 
(RSHA) organisation), and the Sicherheitspolizei (the latter is a bit obscure in this context)  The 
results were presented in monthly collective reports;  from an intelligence service point of view, that is 
a source of information, nothing of particular importance emerged, but the working results were 
certainly important for their active W/T posts, since they could thus take suitable and appropriately 
times measures to protect themselves against similar foreign “Abwehr” methods. 
6.  It is also worth-while mentioning the “Überwachungsstelle Vetterlein” (Suppervision Monitoring 
Stelle in Eindhoven Holland (AOB, it concerned a RPF undertaking, which effectively started as: 
“Forschungsstelle Langenveld” near to Noordwijk, in the coastal area in Holland; where they used a 
part of the premises of the Dutch PTT (Nora), where the famous “Koomans” multi-channel SSB 
receivers were available and extensive antenna arrays. They successfully intercepted “secret 
telephone” conversations between London and Washington. After the site was considered becoming in 
danger to be knocked-out by the enemy, they moved to an occupied villa, in the vicinity of Eindhoven; 
but their “high days” were passed)(Sources: Gellermann: ..und lauschten für Hitler; and Hans Knap’s 
Forschungsstelle Langeveld) which was later evacuated to near Leipzig, I believe.  Vetterlein was a 
senior postal official (Oberpostrat) and his Diensstelle an organisation within the Reich Postal Service 
whose results mainly benefited the Intelligence Service. This organisation was a technical line-tapping 
Stelle which made it possible by technical means to “descramble” and to decode the telephone 
conversations between London and Washington. (think of 1942-43). Considering the expenses 
involved, the results were on the average less important or informative than might have appeared at 
the first sight. 
 
 The information of importance to Amt VI was that provided by the VNs; (these had a definite 
form: thin paper with a red edging, stamped “VN” and with a paragraph about special secrecy 
regulations). 
 Material reports came in almost daily. At the beginning of the real decoded text (already 
translated into German) was stated the name of the Dienststelle which had sent the W/T message and 
also to whom it was addressed; in addition, the exact date of the actual transmission time had to be 
given, and over against this, the date on which it had been successfully decoded. (AOB, this practice 
occurred within British RSS intercepts about similarly) The time taken to decode differed 
considerably, varying often to as much as a fortnight, or sometimes weeks, and some even came to 
hand dated a year before. I have no idea of the technical reasons for these differences, but as a layman 
I attributed it to be a question of whether a real code key had been available for decoding (or a part of 
one), or whether the decoding had had to be done mathematically, based on intercepted messages and 
the laws of probability.   
 Making the division according to regions, we received large parts of the following W/T 
traffics: 
1.  Almost the whole traffic of the Polish government and the Resistance Movement working for it. 
(London, Stockholm, Paris, Warschau (Warsaw) and Istambul (Istanbul). These reports often gave 
quite good insight into the problems of general political interest; e.g. in the end of 1943, I think, the 
chief of the illegal resistance group in Warsaw sent to his counterpart in London (I presume in order to 
expedite its further transmission) the essential results of a discussion between Stalin and the Polish 
President Mykolaizcek (phonetic spelling). Stalin spoke of the setting-up of a strong Poland, saying 
that this was almost a natural law whereby the transit-channel to Western Europe could be established; 
that the closest collaboration with this newly created Poland and with a strong Republican France were 
the definite aims of future Russian policy; Germany must become of no importance, and every 
German liquidated, in any possible or impossible way, was one more guarantee for him Stalin, that 
this nation would not again, in another 25 years, threaten the Russian people or even before that the 
strong bulwark of Poland, etc. 
2.  Turkish W/T traffic, principally between Washington and Ankara, and Moscow and Ankara; also at 
times in the opposite direction. 
 
 
 

↓ 
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3.  The American W/T traffic between Berne (Bern) and Washington and vice versa; (this was 
mainly the political reports of the Ambassador, Harrison). 
 
4.  Almost the complete W/T traffic of the Japanese in Europe; I recall for certain the 
following localities:  Sofia, Stockholm, Vichy, Ankara, formerly Rome, and then Madrid and 
Lisbon.  These Stellen were nearly all communication with Berlin also, and the traffic 
between Berlin and Tokio was regularly decoded, with the exception of special; codes which 
in the first place were apparently only used in the Military and Naval Attachés. 
 
5.  French W/T traffic, both Vichy and De Gaulle representatives at that time. 
 
6.  To a larger extent the traffic of the Balkans, i.e. Rumania, Bulgarian, and, in so far as it 
was of interest the illegal Serbian (Drahas Mihailovitsch) traffic; also Hungarian traffic, this 
latter being mostly between Berlin and Budapest. 
 
7.  Italian W/T traffic between Berlin and Rome, later Milan, etc.   
 
8.  Spanish and Portuguese W/T traffic between their representatives in Berlin and the 
Foreign Office, and vice versa; if I remember rightly, this type of reports was also received 
from South America. 
 
9.  W/T traffic of the Vatican; this was not received regularly, and I do not know what 
governed the decoding of this traffic; the results were of no great interest politically. 
 
10.  As regards the Russian only the internal Russian economic traffic, as already mentioned, 
was decoded. 
  

I never saw any English or Swedish or Swedish decoding. 
 As far as I know, there was collaboration between the “Chi” Abteilung (as being part 
of the large Generalstab) and the and the corresponding Stellen in Hungarian, Finnish, Italian 
and Spanish General Staffs. With Spain and Hungary there also existed special 
communication lines of the Secret Service, which was very useful as an additional security 
factor. 
 There were standing instructions to the Secret Service to try to obtain key to codes; 
now and then it was possible in this way to procure means of deciphering.  The Chi-Stellen 
considered it of great importance it they could arrive at even isolated W/T groups in the 
original text, since this constituted a substantial aid to deciphering.  I know that through the 
regular receipt of W/T messages of the Brazilian Embassy in Madrid in the original 
(purchased by a V-Mann) it became possible to break the Brazilian code. 
 
 Through the worsening of the war situation, the organisation of the Chi Abteilung 
became thoroughly chaotic;  the evacuation from Berlin cannot have gone off well, and most 
valuable material must have been going to and from on the railways for weeks.  According to 
the plan known to me, the evacuated quarters must have been prepared in the neighbourhood 
of Halle. I cannot give any further information about the personnel side i.e. the names of the 
various specialists and what became of them. 
  
 The (Goering’s) Forschungsamt was evacuated first to Breslau or near there; where 
large parts of it were destroyed by fire (evacuation registry); the remainder was sent to 
Kaufbeuren (Bavaria). I do not know where Selchow’s (A.A.) department was sent. 
 
 

↓ 
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Annexe written by Hauptsturmführer Goering to Schellenberg’s report on his transactions with Count 
Bernadotte and events in the last weeks of the German Reich. 
Part II 
 Count Bernadotte, Chief of the Swedish Red cross, who since February, 1945, had been 
striving in common with General Schellenberg, for the release of the Scandinavian detainees from 
German concentration camps, had, after overcoming endless difficulties, succeeded in being allowed 
to concentrate all Scandinavians in Camp Neugamme, in North West Germany, and there to care for 
them through the Red Cross.  As no transport was put at his disposal from the German side, he had 
brought a convoy of Swedish Red Cross lorries, consisting of about 100 heavy vehicles, to Germany in 
order to bring the detainees to Neugamme.  This action was drawing to an end in the middle of April, 
1945.  All Norwegian and Danes from the camps, except a small number who had meantime fallen 
into Russian or Allied hands, were in Camp Neugamme.  Only a group of about 450 Danish Jews were 
still in Theresienstadt, and Kaltenbrunner, making appeal to Hitler, vigorously resisted their transfer to 
Neugamme.  The fact, that it was still possible to get these Jews out, at last minute and in spite of the 
hopeless position, is to the credit solely and alone to General Schellenberg. Medical Councillor (Felix) 
Kersten also exercised a decisive influence on Himmler during his personal discussions with the latter, 
and made it clear to him that at all costs the survivors must be spared from destruction (Vernichtung).  
Germany, he said, could not answer for this before history. On this occasion Medical Councillor 
Kersten, also reminded Himmler again of the promise he had already given him, Kersten, not to 
evacuate the camps, and demanded that this promise be adhered to. 
 When the last Swedish Red Cross convoy had left Theresienstadt (North-West of Prague, 
former Czechoslovakia, known by then as “Protektorat”) on the 15.4.45, the Russian offensive had 
already advanced so far that on the following day no longer existed and communicating link between 
North and South Germany. (AOB, please notice: that in those days, particularly by the Western Allies, 
the word communications meant were in first instance: bridges, waterways, roads, railways, and 
secondarily, what we do now understand what ‘communication’ means) Conditions in Germany grew 
daily more hopeless, and one could feel the approach of complete collapse.  Berlin had been declared a 
fortress (Festung)  and the Russians had almost closed the ring around the town.  On 21.4.45 I heard 
from general Schellenberg, who kept me informed by telephone of his conversations  with Himmler, 
which he had along with Count Bernadotte on the one hand and Kersten and Masur (Masur is for me 
an unknown aspect) on the other, that transfers from concentration camps were to be continued on the 
largest possible scale, even if there were other orders to the contrary (like Kaltenbrunner’s). I also 
knew that in the course of the many discussions between Count Bernadotte and Himmler, this question 
had often been raised by Count Bernadotte.  Through Himmler it had been decided that all women 
from the Concentration Camp Ravensbrück might (AOB, “maybe” incorrect translation, as ‘might’ 
always implies the fact of: ‘not happening’ is also possible; consequently it should be: may or should 
instead) be evacuated provided they were immediately taken over by the Swedish Red Cross. Himmler 
had given Count Bernadotte assurance of this at his last interview.  Since for the moment there was no 
transport available for the transfer of the women, but since there were prospects of more rapid release 
in view of the general situation, I stopped the Swedish Red Cross convoy which was on the point of 
leaving Germany. 
 On the 22.4.45 I left Berlin by night at the last minute, proceeding in a northerly direction. I 
stayed for a few hours at an estate some 90 km north of Berlin, where he news reached me from 
General Schellenberg that all women from the concentration camp Ravensbrück were to be set free.  
He gave me the mission of driving immediately to Ravensbrück in order to inform the Camp 
Commandant of Himmler’s decision and to make preparations for the removal of the women.  On the 
22.4.45 at 12 o’clock I arrived at Camp Ravensbrück. I immediately had a fairly long discussion with 
the leader of the concentration camp, Sturmbannführer Suhren.  Detailed enquiries showed that the 
camp contained 9,000 Polish women, 1,500 French women, Belgians, Dutch women and also 3,000 
Jewesses (Germans?)   Several thousand prisoners, of German, Russian and Italian nationality, who 
were also interned there, were unaffected by the arrangement.  Here also the camp commandant and 
his colleagues showed a negative attitude towards the release of the detainees.  Suhren always tried to 
evade precise questions and only gave vague answers. In every case he excused himself by saying that 
he had already → (AOB, next does not match, have to go backwards to get it matched)  
 

↓ 
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destroyed already material, registries and other evidence, stating that has been done on orders 
of the Führer. Significant was the instance when Mr Musy Jr. (AOB, his father was the Swiss 
“Altbundesrat” Musy, dealt with in Part II http://www.cdvandt.org/schellenberg-
survey.htm#Part_II ) who was accompanying me, asked about the French women, Madame 
Buteau and Madame del Marmoc. After half an hour, Suhren got the information, from his 
adjutant that the named persons could not be found.  When I then explained to Suhren that 
Himmler was particularly interested in these persons and had already ordered their release, he 
became very nervous and after another half hour told me that both had died in the camp a few 
weeks ago.  I only mention this example among many others in order to illustrate the situation 
then existing in the camps.  Concerning the transfer of the women, I said to Suhren that the 
Swedish Red Cross convoy, which had been on its way back to Sweden, had been stopped by 
me, so that, in order to speed up the release, it would be advisable to march the women in 
question as far as Malchow.  I would then give instructions to the convoy of lorries to take 
over the women in Malchow.  Suhren gave me a solemn promise that he would start the 
women off on the march towards Malchow that very day.  I now drove by the fastest  route to 
Lübeck in order to make contact with the Swedish Red Cross there. In the meantime General 
Schellenberg has also spoken to Count Bernadotte about the question of the possibility of this 
removal (the transport of the women).  Count Bernadotte had agreed and had entrusted the 
execution of details to Rittmeister Ancocarona and Dr. Arnoldsen, whom I met at the Swedish 
Embassy in Lübeck.  The essential difficulty now lay in the fact that the general situation had 
altered to such an extent that the Swedish Red Cross convoy was engaged in on transporting 
the Scandinavian detainees from Neugamme to Denmark. It should here be made clear that 
through the intermediary of General Schellenberg a new conference had taken place between 
Count Bernadotte and Himmler, with the happy result that the Scandinavian detainees from 
Neugamme were to be transferred to internment in Sweden.     
 Despite the state of affairs, the result of the discussion with Rittmeister Ancarcrona 
was that on the following day, a convoy of 17 motor buses of the Swedish, Danish and 
international Red Cross was put aside for the transport of the women, who, after an agreement 
being reached  with Suhren would in the meantime have arrived in Malchow. Together with 
Dr. Arnoldson I drove at the head of the convoy next morning, in order to start off the taking 
over of the detainees in Malchow.  When we arrived in Malchow, we learned from the camp 
leader that he knew nothing whatsoever about the arrival of the Ravensbrück internees. He 
had spoken with the Ravensbrück Commandant only a few hours ago, and the latter had said 
nothing about the march. Thereupon we drove on to Ravensbrück and established the fact that 
Suhren had not started the women on the march, as he had agreed to do. 
 On my asking him why he had not kept to the agreement, he stated that he had 
received instructions from the Inspector of the Concentration Camps, Gruppenführer Glucks, 
that in accordance with an order from the Führer (AOB, certainly through Kaltenbrunner’s 
intervention) the prisoners were to remain in the camp.  I thereupon telephoned Sonderzug 
Steiermark from Suhren’s room and in his presence, and had myself put through to 
Standartenführer Dr. Brandt, Himmler’s personal referent. I described the situation to Dr. 
Brandt rang back and gave Suhren the order to set the prisoners from removal, as agreed.  In 
this connection, Suhren then told me between ourselves that he had no longer know where he 
stood, for he had received the express order of the Führer, (via Kaltenbrunner), to keep the 
prisoners in the camp and on the approach of enemy troops to liquidate them.  Suhren now 
became very uncertain and amongst other things confided to me that he had a group of the 
camp whom he had also to kill on express orders.  The women in question were 53 Polish and 
17 French women, on whom experiments had been made.  When I asked him what kind of 
experiments he meant, he replied that the persons in question had been injected with bacilli 
which would develop into a disease which would in turn have been healed through operations, 
partly muscle and partly bone operations.  I thereupon had two women brought before me and 
got proof of this affair. I at once drew Suhren’s attention to the fact that under no 
circumstances was he to carry out Kaltenbrunner’s orders until a decision from Himmler was 
to hand.  From → 

http://www.cdvandt.org/schellenberg-survey.htm#Part_II
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→Lübeck I again got into communication with Dr. Brandt and reported this incident to him, 
with the request that he obtain a decision from Himmler as soon as possible, pointing out to 
him also that on no account should these women be liquidated, since the women who were to 
be released had knowledge of the experiments. The experiments were known to the partly 
under the name of “Rabbits” (Kaninchen). After about two hours I received the answer 
through Dr. Brandt that Himmler had ordered the release of the so-called “Experiment 
rabbits”.  Dr. Arnoldson, who was informed by me of the whole matter, supervised personally 
the removal of these women. 
 The lorries at our disposal from the Swedish, Danish and International Red Cross were 
not sufficient to fetch the whole number of the Ravensbrück women before the advance of the 
Russian troops, despite that fact they drove day and night and did superhuman work in this.  I 
therefore went with Dr. Arnoldson, Major Frickmann and Hptm. Folke to the 
Reichsbahnpresident in Lübeck and asked him for the use of a goods train for 4,000 persons.  
President Dr. Bauer at first refused, referring to the catastrophic traffic situation and stating 
that troops and munitions transports took first place. After long negotiations, however, I 
succeeded in having the desired goods train freed for me. With the help of these goods train, 
in which 4,000 persons from Ravensbrück could be carried at once, and through the very 
brave and self-sacrificing efforts of the lorry convoy, it was possible to bring away the greater 
part of the women from Ravensbrück, as well as 450 Jewess from Malchow and about 1,500 
Jewesses, Frenchwomen, Belgian Dutch and Polish women from Neubrandenburg.  
 
 I should here be mentioned that the last transport of the Swedish, Danish and 
International red Cross were already under Russian artillery fire when leaving Ravensbrück. 
 
 When the last lorry convoy left German territory with the prisoners and were making 
for Denmark, and when the goods train with 4,000 persons had passed Lübeck in the direction 
to Copenhagen, I found out that in the neighbourhood of Hamburg were still imprisoned 960 
Jewesses, 250 Frenchwomen, and 790 Polish women who had been evacuated from 
Neugamme. Off my own bat(?) I got into contact from Lübeck with the Commandant of the 
Camp Obersturmbannführer Pauli, and gave him instructions to organise a goods train that 
very day, to put the prisoners on board and to send the train in the direction of Copenhagen, 
with the cooperation of the Lübeck Reichsbahn Management. From Lübeck I was 
unfortunately no longer able to inform the Swedish Red Cross of these measures, so that I 
drove to the Danish frontier at Padborg, in order to inform the Danish Red Cross (Baroness 
Wedell) of the arrival of the train. I myself was on the station when the train arrived, 
supervised by a Jewess who had been nominated leader.  The 2,000 women, who obviously  
had not had anything to eat for days, were cared for in the station of Copenhagen. Thereby 
ended an action, in which the lives of thousands of human lives were saved.  
  
 
Camp 020   16.10.45 
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Indications pointing to the possibility 
of Hitler’s death by violence. 

 When I (Schellenberg) look back on my conversations with Himmler on the 
possibilities of having Hitler removed by force, and assess these as a coherent whole, I then 
come to the conclusion that the circumstantial evidence points that way. That is, I am of the 
opinion that Hitler was removed by force on the orders of Himmler. 
Evidence. 
 To my knowledge, Himmler had been considering the possibility of the premediated 
action against Hitler ever since I reported to him the suggestion put forward by Fräulein 
Hanfstängel, namely, to evacuate Hitler by force to Obersalzberg, at the same time allowing 
him, for the sake of appearances, to retain a normal role in the ands of the State. (AOB, 
ridiculous idea, as there were still many Hitler adepts were around like Bormann!)  (Frl. 
Handstängel had elaborated a new form of Government). Himmler’s meditations in this 
respect grew in intensity about May 1944, when he adopted the suggestions put forward at the 
time by Frl. Hanfstängel. 
 In this connection I particularly remember Himmler entering into detailed discussion 
on the methods of killing Hitler in October 1944, when he made special mention of the Wulf 
formulation that Alkaloids could play a part. In December 1944 the conversation was of an 
even more detailed nature, and he said to me, “That Wulf’s tips in July and November do 
really seem to have hit the mark; all that remains is for someone to give him poison.” In 
January (I can remember this date because it happened to my birthday – it was the 16th 
January), he returned once again to the subject of Hitler’s death and said to me, “I have a 
feeling that Hitler will not recover from the effects of the 20th July. The worst part of it is that 
his physical condition has hardened his mind, and sometimes it is quite impossible to 
approach him, even with the most normal routine proposals.”  
 It was at the end of February (45) that Himmler, who had been in command of the 
Army Group “Weichsel”,  collapsed physically and spiritually and retired to Professor 
Gebhard’s hospital at Hohenlynchen, and I had to call Herr Kersten from Stockholm for 
assistance.  At this time I discussed with him the whole military situation and explained to 
him that it was no longer possible to save the situation.  Wulf too said that the last decisive 
battles would be in the Northern and Southern extremities. The words employed in this 
connection were somewhat as follows: “Must the German people be made to bear all this?  If 
only the Führer would not be so stubborn.” Once again the discussion with me the predicted 
date of Hitler’s death, and I noticed from his whole manner that his mind was completely 
occupied (obsessed?) with the problem of Hitler,. His closest entourage, i.e. Grothmann 
(Chief-Adjutant)   and Dr. Brandt (secretary), were speaking quite frankly at that time of the 
necessity to liquidate Hitler by violence (Gewalt).  
 When walking through the woods with Himmler on the 13th April, 1945, he spoke to 
me quite openly of Hitler’s insanity. Among other things he said on that occasion, “Really, I 
cannot just simply poison Hitler.” 
 When I walked with Prof. De Crinis at his home, regarding the results of his 
conversation with Himmler concerning Hitler’s illness, he just lay in bed and gave me the 
impression that he was very impressed, as though he had to hide something for me. However, 
it may well be that this was just his desperate mood, although, after subsequent reflections 
(Überlegung), I am inclined to say that he had either delivered poisonous drugs to Dr. 
Stumpfegger or at least intended to do so. This is in itself insignificant, as Dr. Stumpfegger 
was in the position to procure such drugs for himself independently.  
 This walk in the woods took place on April 13. I think the walk with De Crinis took 
place on April 17.  The officer to surrender took place on April 23,→ 
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→accompanied by the strong assurance that Hitler would have completed his heroic struggle 
in two, or at the most three days. 
  
 According to this calculation by Himmler’s action inspired by him must have followed 
on April 26, 1945. 
 
 When I talked to Himmler on April 28, (den 28. April) he was very nervous and 
mentioned to me once that he would certainly become Hitler’s successor on the following 
day. I perceptibly noticed his displeasure that this event had not yet materialised, in fact just 
as if ‘the management had broken down.’  If one is to look at Bormann’s remarkable 
telegrams to Admiral Doenitz, the points I have mentioned above should indicate that the 
event took place on 26 or at latest April 27 but that this date was deliberately falsified by 
Bormann in such a way as to prevent Himmler succeeding by natural succession and instead 
to put Doenitz in that position. 
 
(AOB, In my perception a quite lunatic chapter) 
 
 
 

↓ 
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Master Card 
 This personal particulars sheet is for registry use and to facilitate index amendments. It 
may not be changed except by authorised members of the registry. 
 
nationality  German    Schellenberg, Walter, Friedrich 
place of birth  Saarbrücken 
employment  1939 Lawyer 
   1949 & 1951 Prison 
   1951 Left prison   born 16.01.1910 
   He suffered from cancer  
        1945: Nürnberg Germany 
        1945: U.K. 
        1947: Nürnberg 
        1951: Switzerland 
        1952 :Pallanza (Turin), Italy 
        1952: Died 
 
PF 600561 
(1/J/GE/  ) 1941&1945 Member; Intelligence Service; Germany 
(55/11/   /69)   1989: Current; File Status: Red  
 
06.10.1989  Why on this date? It was the start of the ‘opening of the Iron Curtain’! 
 
(AOB, I always wonder, some cards date from the 4th, some 5th and this from the 6th 1989 but 
why? There must been existed a necessity behind these events. Not always exists such card; I 
remember Andros Gross, Ohletz, Becker who operated in Argentine and thus also 
Schellenberg) 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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10.12.45 From U.S.F.E.T. re German Prisoners ex-Cap 020 Kraizizek, South-Africa, 
Schellenberg and Werz Lourenco Marquez the latter and Kraizizek and Werz are combined in 
our: http://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2757-768-trompke.htm both files are incorporated. 
KV 2/99-1, page 8 

 
 I learn as a result of a routine request from S.I.S (M.I.6) from the Americans that 
Walter Schellenberg has been indicated, and his trial at Nürenberg (AOB, known as the 
Wilhelmstraße Prozess. In this process were those cases handled who mainly once operated 
from a “Civil Servant” status, or comparable position. He was only found guilty on two points 
out of the 19. Was relieved from Landsberg Prison earlier because of his ‘terminal cancer’, 
and left Germany; he passed away in Italy in 1952) 
His trial will take place on 15th December 1947. 
B.1.d/JC  (Joan Chenhalls) (M.I.5)  9.12.47 
KV 2/99-1, page 9 

 
… I am inclined to think in this case that it would be better to let matter stake their course, If 
we intervene in any way we may get request from the Americans to provide them with 
witness. 
 

↓ 
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Havel Institut  A s a result of his conversation with Himmler at this period at Zhitomir, 
And Unternehmung   Schellenberg also made preliminary arrangements for the establishment  
Zeppelin   of the Havel Institut and Unternehmung Zeppelin. 
   The frequent attacks by Russian partisan bands on German convoys in 
which members of Himmler’s own staff had been killed had suggested to Himmler the 
institution of German partisan groups and reconnaissance units on the same line of the 
Russian. He forthwith ordered Schellenberg to  set up similar organisation but was told by 
him that this was impossible unless the groups could be fully trained and enjoy W/T 
communications. As a result of Schellenberg’s arguments Himmler sanctioned the setting up 
of the organisation known as Havel Institut for W/T training under Sturmbannführer Siepen. 
The Unternehmung Zeppelin for the organisation of the German partisans was also later 
established and Schellenberg was instructed to recruit staff from Amt I for the purpose. The 
“Unternehmung” was placed under the aegis of VI C. and Himmler decided that the cover 
name should be Zeppelin. 
KV 2/99-1, page 67 

 
 Schellenberg was suffering from a severe liver and gall bladder trouble and was 
becoming really anxious as he was continually losing weight.  Himmler had already felt all 
kinds of cures, none of them of any avail, but after Schellenberg’s first treatment from 
Kersten he already felt better and when he had been visited by him four or five times the pain 
that he had been suffering without intermission left him for some time. So great was the 
improvement in fact that Schellenberg like Himmler became dependant on the treatments.  
 
 



KV 2/99-1, page 68 1942 and Sept. Imprisonment of Luther (who was he?) 

 
 Since coordination had begun between Amt VI and the Foreign Office Schellenberg’s 
relations with Luther had continued to improve.  This was not due to so much to personal friendship 
but to the fact that mutual assistance was beneficial to the work of both parties, though this did 
nevertheless create a bond of confidence (Vertrauen) between the two men. Furthermore Schellenberg 
with his reports, kept Luther informed on foreign matters and in this manner considerably influenced 
his junior colleagues. 
 Luther had been a trustee (Verwalter) of Ribbentrop’s estate some time before coming to the 
Foreign Office and now increasing tension was accumulating between them owing to Ribbentrop’s 
extravagant mode of living. On Ribbentrop’s side the fear was growing that Luther was becoming too 
strong for him to cope with.  (AOB, Unterstaatssekretär Martin Luther 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_(Unterstaatssekret%C3%A4r) (If this link cannot be 
opened, copy it and past into your browser)(digesting the line of Wikipedia, Luther was a rather 
dubious person) 
 Luther now decided to make a determined attack on Ribbentrop in the light of tension existing 
between Himmler and Ribbentrop known to him through Schellenberg. 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_(Unterstaatssekret%C3%A4r)


 Having discussed the matter with Schellenberg beforehand, he sent one of his officials to him 
with the accusation that Ribbentrop was no longer capable of holding office and that he, Schellenberg, 
should intervene with Himmler with a view to getting him removed. (AOB, a typical “intrigant”)  
 Schellenberg describes this attempt of Luther’s to remove in this manner a minister in office, 
as a tremendous undertaking. Moreover, Luther, in his opinion had made the mistake of initiating his 
attack too quickly, for although Schellenberg declares that Luther could rely on his support, 
Schellenberg had not sufficient time to prepare the path with Himmler. Nevertheless, despite these 
considerations Schellenberg believed that Himmler would make use of this unique opportunity for the 
removal of Ribbentrop, since Luther had collected sufficient evidence to show that Ribbentrop was 
corrupt and not responsible for his actions. 
(AOB, they neglect the most important decision maker Hitler himself, who should finally legalise this 
coup)  
 Schellenberg therefore one evening approached Himmler in his berlin offices. The interview, 
however, from the start did not prosper.  Himmler was nervous and irritable (irritiert) and what made 
matters even worse shortly after Schellenberg had begun to put his case before Himmler, they were 
joined by Obergruppenführer Wolff (AOB, later SS-General Karl Wolff who managed the capitulation 
of Northern Italy), chief of Himmler personal staff and liaison officer to Hitler. Wolf urged Himmler 
to take no part in what he termed Luther’s treachery and protested further that Himmler could not lend 
himself for Ribbentrop and also because Hitler’s attitude in such circumstances was a foregone 
conclusion. (Both Schellenberg and Karl Wolff possessed the same SS rank)  
KV 2/99-1, page 72 

 
 With the intention of retaining these activities Schellenberg obtained permission to 
address the yearly Berlin conference of the A.O. (Auslandorganisation, keeping Nazi control 
on the Germans abroad) presided over by Bohle and Bormann and attended by members of 
the A.O. stationed abroad.  Schellenberg’s discourse was on the significance of the Geheime 
Meldedienst, permission to address the assembly being granted because of Bohle’s wish to 
integrate himself with Himmler.  At the meeting Schellenberg took the opportunity of urging 
a complete ban of any participation by the A.O. in independent intelligence matters. 
 Immediately after the conference Schellenberg, Bohle and the most important A.O. 
representatives without Bormann travelled to Himmler then instructed Bohle and his 
colleagues as to the precise scope of their party political activities but nevertheless granted 
them permission to indulge in intelligence work provided that it were undertaken in 
conformity with Amt VI. (AOB, curious, because on behalf of Canaris’ Abwehr it was 
Admiral Buerkner who was in charge of A.O. involved in military intelligence work; 
nevertheless, in the background played also Nazi Party involvements) 
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 In the course of the previous month (9 November 1942) the Allied landing had taken 
place on the North African coast (Algeria in particular Oran) Goebbels in difficulties with the 
propaganda turned to Schellenberg and Canaris for an explanation, accusing them of failing to 
foresee and to inform the Reich authorities of the impending attack. 
 Schellenberg was more or less able to parry these (rather unfair) allegations on the 
grounds that he was not responsible for the matters concerning the military sphere but Canaris 
was in a more difficult position and was obliged to support particularly abusive attacks from 
Goebbels.  After this affair, according to Schellenberg, Hitler’s confidence in Canaris was 
completely (?) destroyed. 
KV 2/99-2, page 1 

 
1943 August. Deterioration in relations with Himmler 
 Following the conversations with Kaltenbrunner regarding his position, Schellenberg 
as already chronicled (festgelegt), experienced increased difficulties in the work of Amt (VI) 
and new in the course (im Verlauf) of August 1943 his relations with Himmler considerably 
deteriorated. For one reason Kaltenbrunner was sufficiently in the saddle, considerably to 
influence Himmler against Schellenberg, who was now able through the media of Kersten and 
Himmler’s adjutant, Brandt, to discover the specific grounds upon which Kaltenbrunner’s 
accusations were based. These can be summarised under four headings as follows:- 
     1.  Report on Russia 
     2.  Turkish visit 
     3.  Skorzeny 
     4.  Personnel 
 

↓ 
 



 
1.The first of these difficulties arose in connection with a report on Russia produced by Amt 
VI in conjunction with Fremde Heere Ost (FHO).  This document was the result of an 
elaborate investigation on the entire Russian was potentialities covering man power, industrial 
output food problems and morale both civil and military.  Such information as it contained 
was derived from German Intelligence sources in Russia through Amt VI C-Z, the methodical 
interrogation of Russian P.o.Ws and the results of search by the Wannsee Institut.  On this 
material Schellenberg was responsible for the compilation of a report about middle of 1943 
which he had presented to Himmler with the intention of giving of giving a clear and true 
picture of the very tense situation in which the German Reich found itself in its fight against 
the vast Russian forces. 
KV 2/99-2, page 2 

 
 On this document Kaltenbrunner had made a most unfavourable commentary, 
disagreeing entirely with its warning and somewhat defeatist tone. Because of 
Kaltenbrunner’s disparaging remarks and influence Himmler had returned the report to 
Schellenberg with a written remark on the front page threatening to throw all the responsible 
authors and contributors into a concentration camp because of their defeatist and Russophile 
attitude. Schellenberg states that he and his collaborators were spared imprisonment only 
owing to the intervention of Brandt (Himmler’s adjutant), who secured for Schellenberg an 
interview with Himmler at which he succeeded in clearing himself of the charges. 
 

↓ 
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1943 September. Closer cooperation with the Abwehr. 
 By 1943 more changes in the higher strata of the Abwehr had taken place as follows:- 
    Leiter Abwehr I Obstlt. i.G. Hansen (Jan 43) replaced Obst.  
         Piekenbrock. 

Leiter Abwehr II Obst. Von Freytag-Loringhoven replaced Obst.  
       Lahousen. 
Leiter Abwehr III  Obst Bentivegni no change. 

The two retiring officers were promoted and sent to the Eastern Front (AOB, both men 
desired a General’s rank, and therefore had to follow a Generals-Patent course and had to 
command a fighting unit at the Eastern Front) 
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Unified German Intelligence Service 
 Following up Canaris’ dismissal Hitler verbally ordered in February 1944 (12 February, due to 
the defection to the British of the Vermehren couple, from Istambul (Istanbul)) the establishment of a 
unified German Intelligence Service, Kaltenbrunner, as Himmler’s deputy was charged with the 
preparations of the necessary plans and for the purpose of (Gestapo) Müller (Amt IV) and 
Schellenberg were summoned to Posen where Himmler was holding a meeting his assistant, 
Standartenführer (Oberregieringsrat Huppenkothen Official in Amt IV E) and Schellenberg on his 
part took Standartenführer Dr. Sandberger.(we might in another file also deal with the latter) 
    At this meeting it was agreed as follows:- 
  1.That a unified Intelligence Service to be set up. 
  2.Himmler was to be in charge. 
  3.That Himmler and Keitel (OKW) should discuss the fusion into a fusion of Amt 
Ausland and Abwehr O.K.W. 
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1944 March. The setting up of Amt Mil. 
  At the beginning of March 1944, a conference took place at Lager Zeppelin 
(the huge under-ground Abwehr bunker-complex and annex buildings) near Zossen. 
Representing the Abwehr were the following:- 
   Admiral Buerkner (A.O. intelligence abroad) 
   Obst. Hansen 
   Obst. von Freytag-Loringhoven 
   Obst. von Bentivegni (deputing)  
   Obst. Heinrich 
  Representing the S.D. were:- 
 
   Kaltenbrunner 
   Müller (Amt IV) 

Huppenkothen (who acted in the ‘fake trial’ on 8/9 April 45, where 
among others: Canaris, Oster and Bonhoeffer were sentenced to death and 
thereafter cruelly hung, at Flossenbürg)   

Schellenberg 
   

The meeting took place under presidency of General Winter 
 For the purpose of effecting the fusion of both services Kaltenbrunner and Müller 
favoured the incorporation Abwehr I and II into Amt VI and Abwehr III (counter espionage) 
into Amt IV (SD Ausland, thus also political).  Schellenberg however, at the meeting opposed 
this, for he did not wish to assume added responsibility for military matters formerly within 
the jurisdiction of the Abwehr (Ausland/Abwehr of OKW). He advocated instead the 
formation of a new department known as Amt Mil to work side by side with Amt VI within 
the framework of the R.S.H.A. (SS-Reichssicherheitshauptamt).  In taking this step 
Schellenberg was strongly supported by Hansen and the other members of the Abwehr. As by 
doing so he was preserving the traditional military jurisdiction of the former Abwehr.  
Kaltenbrunner and Müller were greatly displeased with Schellenberg’s suggestion and as a 
result Schellenberg was later summoned before Himmler to give an explanation for his step; 
but on his explaining that under the system he proposed Amt VI would not be responsible for 
the information on purely military matters, such as, for example, the responsibility for 
warning of military landings, Himmler saw the wisdom of this step which he then agreed to. 
 At about this period, Schellenberg had a series of discussions with Obst. Hansen and 
von Freytag-Loringhoven. Although as above stated he at first wished to avoid 
responsibilities in the military sector, his ultimate aim was still one of complete fusion. He 
now advocated the appointment of Obst. Hansen as Amtschef of the Mil Amt with whom 
complete agreement was reached on all matters. They even went so far as to agree that each 
should deputise for the other, in case of absence and that this principle should be extended 
further down to the levels of the new re-organised structure. Von Freytag-Loringhoven was 
not so immediately concerned as he was on the point of retiring from the Abwehr.  
 At the same time as these decisions were taken discussions were proceeding with 
Keitel and Himmler concerning other details relating to the fusion. 
(AOB, finally was for practical reasons decided: that with the supervision of Keitel’s OKW, 
should remain those Abwehr section work on short lasting intelligence, directly influencing 
military operations)   
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Mil Amt conference in Salzburg On about the 10th May 1944, an agreement was signed 
between Keitel and Himmler embodying the principle arrangements for the organisation, and 
administration and jurisdiction of the new Mil Amt to be formed out of the old Amt Abwehr 
and Amt Ausland. 



KV 2/99-2, page 15 

 
 
 

↓ 
 
 



 This was as followed two days later by a conference of the Mil Amt at Salzburg with 
Himmler in the chair. The conference lasted officially two days and was addressed by 
Kaltenbrunner, (Gestapo) Müller, Steimle, Paeffgen and Schellenberg on the functions of 
their various departments and on the second day by Himmler and Keitel, the former making a 
general speech on the duties of the new intelligence services and the latter addressing the 
assembly at the Kamaradschaftsabend on the historical aspects of the German Intelligence 
Service. 
 After the conference was over Schellenberg and Hansen stayed in Salzburg for a 
couple of days in order to confer with Himmler on various matters connected with the fusion.  
One of the outcomes of these discussions was a directive by Himmler for the introduction of a 
new American filling system known as the Hollorith in which cards were punched to facilitate 
speedy mechanical references and apparently used previously with success in the Waffen SS 
and in both Mil Amt and Amt VI. (AOB, not only there but for quite many other services as 
well) 
 At this conference Hansen urged that the two services should work together in the 
same establishment and asked Himmler to take over the OKH the large Zeppelin camp at 
Zossen. To this Himmler gave consent and in the same month both Amts moved to this new 
location, Himmler announcing however that this move was only temporary and giving orders 
for a permanent camp to be constructed at Waldburg near Fürstenwalde on the Oder some 
seventy kilometres to the South East of Berlin. 
 In the course of the following June owing to the withdrawal of the German Forces on 
the Eastern Front the Zeppelin camp was required once more for the use of the O.K.H. and a 
temporary move had to be made by Amt Mil to Belinde, in the neighbourhood of Zossen. And 
of Amt VI to premises in the Berkaerstrasse, Berlin. 
 On September 1st 1944, however, the camps were once more re-united at their 
permanent base at Waldburg although skeleton staffs were still maintaining at Belinde and in 
the Berkaerstrasse. Hansen was informed by Himmler in the course of these talks that he 
stood a pretty good chance of being promoted to a General-Major. 
(AOB, here is a ‘contradiction in terminis’ as Hansen had been arrested on 21st  (22?) July 
due to his engagements in the failed assassination attempt on Hitler the day before, and was 
brought for the “Volksgerichtshof” and with others cruelly hung at Plötsen See Prison, on 8 
September 1944)  
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1944 June. Problems of Amalgamation. 
 During the month of June Schellenberg was fully occupied with the transference of Amt VI 
and Amt Mil to the new camp Zeppelin at Zossen. Amongst other arrangements he made at this time 
were those designed, contrary to his usual practice, to increase the amenities  of social activities to be 
extended to the Amtsschefs of the Amt I and Amt II in an attempt to bring them to a more cooperative 
frame of mind.  At the same time he worked together with Hansen on mutual problems endeavouring, 
for instance to obtain an increased allocation for the I-Netze (kind of stay behind) of combined 
services in France now of supreme importance.  Staff problems raised by the withdrawal of the 
Frontauklärung from the immediate control of Mil Amt were also dealt with.   
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Frontaufklärung 
 One of the provisions of the Himmler-Keitel agreement had been the transfer of the 
Frontaufklärung from the old Abwehr to the Wehrmachtführungsstab under Obst. von 
Süsskind-Schwendt.  This raised enormous problems for which its commander had little or no 
understanding.  The cream of Intelligence personnel material was by then fully employed in 
Frontaufklärung work to the detriment of the remaining organisation, and although Amt Mil 
were still enabled to give “strategic directions” to the Wehrmachtführungsstab for the 
employment of the Frontaufklärung the practical results of this arrangement were not 
satisfactory.  Moreover in the Russian field where Frontaufklärung had been conspicuously 
successful the whole organisation had been at one fell swoop taken beyond the direct control 
of the new Geheime Meldedienst.  In addition there remained the somewhat anomalous 
position that Mil Amt E and G remained responsible for the provision of technical equipment 
such as W/T necessities, forged papers etc. and training but at the same time Mil D remained 
responsible for equipment pertaining the sabotage and also propaganda.  
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Disputes about the Division of (Abwehr) III-F (counter-espionage) 
 The department of III F originally concerned with (counter-)espionage matters had in 
the first place been run by Obstlt. Rohleder (since 1938).  With the discontinuance of the 
Abwehr as an independent organisation a new home had to be found. (Gestapo)Müller made 
every effort to incorporate  it exclusively within the framework of Amt IV (Ausland SD), 
while Hansen and Rohleder backed by Schellenberg wanted to place it either preferably under 
exclusive control of the Mil Amt or if a compromise were necessary, divided between Mil 
Ant and Amt VI. At the end of May or beginning June 1944, Hansen conducted extremely 
stormy negotiations with (Gestapo) Müller regarding this division, the dispute being 
considerably acerbated by the affair known as the Jepsen Jebsen case. (AOB, he was abducted 
at the KO Office in Lisbon, on 29 April 1944, and conveyed by car to Biarritz and from there 
flown to Berlin)(but he was a truly British Double-Cross agent code-named Artist) Jebsen 
was a German Abwehr agent in Portugal who had been forcibly abducted from the country to 
Berlin at a certain Kuebart’s instigation (actually on Hansen’s foregoing orders)(AOB, 
Kuebart succeeded Hansen as Leiter Abwehr I in Berlin). (It has to be noticed: that Jebsen 
was tremendous wealthy, and was engaged in Portugal as he did not want to be called-up for 
Wehrmacht service!) possibly working under Hansen’s orders, for the purpose directly 
connected with the prestige of the old Abwehr.  (Gestapo) Müller had demanded that he be 
handed into the custody of Amt IV, but had been refused by Hansen on the grounds that the 
Jebsen question was entirely a military matter (in accordance to Kuebart’s file KV 2/410) 
over which Amt IV had no jurisdiction. As a result relations between Hansen and Müller 
became exceedingly strained and were not such as to facilitate a ready agreement on the 
division of III-F. (AOB, however, Jebsen ended-up in SS controlled custody and in Camp 
Sachsenhausen; where an SS man collected him in February 1945, and since he disappeared) 
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1944 June.  First intimation of the July plot. 
 At the beginning of June 1944 Kaltenbrunner commenced what is stigmatised by 
Schellenberg as a clumsy attempt to make bad blood between him and Hansen.  The two men 
however got on well together and the attempt to antagonise them did not succeed and only 
indirectly resulted in them agreeing to ain finally at the removal of the Geheime Meldedienst 
from R.S.H.A. frame work with the intention of setting up as a separate ministry, 
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 Since their close association Schellenberg and Hansen had taken frequent walks 
together discussing current problems.  On one of these occasions at the beginning of June 
Hansen spoke of great changes which would be taking place shortly in the German hierarchy 
since the whole Wehrmachtführungsstab was no longer capable of controlling the military 
situation effectively. Hansen raised the question from a security angle of foreign workers, 
then asked what Himmler’s real attitude to Keitel was. He further asked as to whether 
Schellenberg’s own peace proposals had received Himmler’s approval, and as the strength 
and reliability of the Ordnungspolizei (Orpo). Towards the end of this particular discussion 
Hansen urged Schellenberg to remain calm in the near future when better intelligence service 
would be set up, with the possibility of Schellenberg being appointed Ambassador in London.  
From this conversation Schellenberg was able to deduce for himself that some coup was being 
planned by the Wehrmacht apparently directed not against Himmler but against Hitler and the 
Wehrmachtführungsstab. On receiving this information Schellenberg was careful to maintain 
a diplomatic silence.  
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Schellenberg takes over Amt Mil. 
 On July 28th Kaltenbrunner provisionally felt considerable uneasiness as to his own 
position, Thiele, Bismarck and Hansen had all been arrested and what was even more 
dangerous Lindemann, with whom Schellenberg had discussed Hitler’s liquidation in 1943, 
was also imprisoned.  Schellenberg therefore was greatly alarmed when since Sunday at the 
beginning of August (Gestapo)Müller gave him instructions by telephone to arrest Canaris. 
1944 August 
 Schellenberg’s first reaction was that this action was not one that should be properly 
undertaken by him, but because of somewhat threatening tone in which it was couched he 
considered it advisable to comply with Müller’s request.  As in the case when he was ordered 
to search Hansen’s rooms, he felt that he himself was in some way suspect and would in 
consequence have to act very carefully.  Schellenberg received orders to take Canaris under 
arrest to the premises of the Sipo School at Fürstenberg in Mecklenburg where other 
suspected high ranking officers were in “honourable detention” (Schutzhaft?). 
 Taking with him a former member of the Lehrregiment, Brandenburg, a certain 
Hauptsturmbannführer von Foelkersam (one of the four sole “Ritterkreuz” carriers (Träger) of 
the Abwehr during WW II), he drove to Canaris’ house at Zählendorf (Schlachtensee) 
(Betazeile 17). On their arrival Canaris was engaged with two visitors but these at once took 
their departure and Schellenberg was shown in. Von Foelkersam remained in the hall of the 
house, affording Schellenberg an opportunity to converse alone with Canaris. Canaris 
professed to have no reason no reason for concern although he pressed Schellenberg for 
information as to whether “that petty General Stab official, Hansen, had not been taking notes 
again in his niggling (irritating) manner”.  He then asked whether he, Schellenberg, had had 
anything to do with the affair or whether Himmler had played any part in connection with it, 
to which Schellenberg gave his assurances that this was not the case.  
 They then drove to the Sipo School at Fürstenberg, confining their conversation en 
route to mundane matters in the presence of the driver and von Foelkersam.  Before leaving 
Canaris at Fürstenberg, the latter requested Schellenberg to seek an interview for him with 
Himmler. To this Schellenberg answered that he would do all that lay in his power. 
 Some fortnight or three weeks later, Schellenberg did in fact have an opportunity to 
raise this matter with Himmler who answered that he wanted to help Canaris as far as he 
could, and that he would talk it over with Kaltenbrunner. What consequently transpired is not 
exactly known to Schellenberg and certainly effected no amelioration  in Canaris’ position, 
who continued to remain under detention.  He did not however appear as a defendant in the 
proceedings later instituted by the Volksgericht (Volksgerichthof), and in so far as 
Schellenberg is aware his case remained undecided. Schellenberg later understood that some 
documentary and incriminating evidence implicating him to some extent was found in 
Canaris’ safe. 
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1944 August. Amt Mil. 
 In August 1944, after being assigned the task of taking over Amt Mil, Schellenberg 
called all his section leaders together and gave them an address announcing his new 
appointment, and dealing with the difficulties caused by the absence of Hansen, Kuebart and 
von Freytag-Loringhoven participants in the affair of July 20th. 
 Schellenberg now set himself to deal with current Amt Mil. administrational problems. 
In the first place expenses and allowances in Amt Mil. claimed his attention; secondly 
training problems and particularly the recruitment of fresh officers for this Amt. 
Unfortunately Obstlt. Huebner, the official in Amt Mil. concerned with personnel, had been 
transferred to Amt I which led to immediate difficulties. To remedy this position Schellenberg 
now had discussions with the heads of the relevant personnel branches of the three 
Wehrmacht sections (Heer, Luftwaffe and Kriegsmarine), among these being General 
Lienartz and Obst. Kienitz of the Army (Heer), and Admirals Doenitz and Schulz of the 
Navy, with a view recruiting fresh officers from these sources. Another question to be 
considered was whether or not the organisation of the KOs (Kriegsorganisation; settled in 
friendly countries) and indeed the whole of Amt Mil itself should remain without change. 
Kaltenbrunner was in favour of the division between Amt VI and Amt Mil (constituted since 
the amalgamation of most of Ausland/Abwehr into the R.S.H.A. complex) being abolished 
but Schellenberg was successful in arranging for the existing for the time being. 
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1945 January 1945, Promotion to General-Major of the Waffen SS 
 As has already been mentioned in the beginning of this report, Schellenberg, on taking 
up employment in 1938 with the Ministry of the Interior (Innenministerium) had received the 
rank of “Regierungsassessor”.  This rank and that of “Oberregierungsrat” to which he was 
later promoted were civil ranks and paid as such. On Schellenberg’s further promotion to 
“Ministerialderigent” at the end of 1944, Himmler, on Kaltenbrunner’s express wishes, 
appointed Schellenberg General-Major of the Police. 
 According to Schellenberg he continually requested Himmler to transfer him back to 
the Ministry of Interior but this Himmler was unwilling to do and in fact on January 30th 1945 
appointed him General-Major of the Waffen SS, thus giving him a definite rank in the armed 
forces.  

 
1945 February. Evacuation of Amt VI from Berlin. 
 So bad was the war situation in February 1945 that Schellenberg decided on his own 
initiative and responsibility  to evacuate those sections of Amt Mil and Amt VI housed in the 
Berkaerstrasse, Berlin and at Waldburg, near Fürstenwalde a/d/ Oder.  To avoid charges of 
defeatism Schellenberg was obliged to carry out the evacuation of these departments secretly 
and this caused not only untold difficulties but also involved a great strain. The site chosen for 
the evacuation was Burg Lauenstein (cover-name Wiburg) near Saalfeld in Thüringen. The 
evacuation in spite of difficulties was carried through successfully.  
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Schellenberg’s illness. 
 In the midst of all these troubles Schellenberg fell ill with pneumonia. Kaltenbrunner 
immediately took the opportunity  of trying to have Schellenberg removed from his position 
in the R.S.H.A. claiming as already stated, that he was using his “Egmont” reports for his won 
traitors purposes. http://www.cdvandt.org/wirsing-gieselher.htm  
  To offset this move Schellenberg enlisted the aid of Dr. Brandt (Himmler’s personal 
Referent / Secretary) and Berger as a counter influence with Himmler. 
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1945 May 1st. Schellenberg’s dismissal from Amt VI by Kaltenbrunner. 
 On his arrival at Flensburg (Lübeck) at 0400 hours, Schellenberg found awaiting his 
Sturmbannführer Dr. Wirsing, one of the members of his Amt, who had flown in a night 
fighter (Ju 88) from (east of) München, as the representative of Schellenberg’s closest 
associates, to inform him that Kaltenbrunner had relieved him of all his appointments in the 
R.S.H.A. replacing him with Obersturmbannführer Waneck and Obersturnbannführer 
Skorzeny respectively in the political and military section of the Amt VI. 
 On receipt of this information Schellenberg arranged Dr. Wirsing should accompany 
him to Himmler so that he could return to the southern sector (Southern Germany, Germany 
was split into a Northern and Southern part) armed with the necessary orders from Himmler. 
 Schellenberg the set out for Lübeck where on arrival at 0400 an adjutant of Himmler 
been detailed to escort him to Himmler’s new quarters at Kalkhorst by (bei) Travemünde. 
Once again on the road he was obliged to traverse, extreme congestion prevailed, retreating 
troops from the Mecklenburg district and particularly from Schwerin so encumbering the 
route that the speed of the car was very often reduced to a walking pace. 
This episode has been dealt with already within the foregoing Part II: 
http://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-94-KV-2-99-Schellenberg-part-II-V9.pdf . 
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1.  Gruppe VI F; VI FH 
The Havel Institut was organised on the instructions of Himmler himself in 1942, when he 
realised that Schellenberg was not in a position to set up an adequate W/T organisation for 
Amt VI wowing to ‘red tape’.  His order came years too late, and in consequence the Havel 
Institut was formed in the middle of the war from specialists recruiting with difficulty through 
newspaper advertisements.  There was therefore no esprit de corps (Korpsgeist), and a couple 
of years later the results of this casual method of recruitment (espionage, embezzlement etc.) 
made themselves felt. 
 Leiter I of the Havel Institut was later in charge of the newly founded 
‘Entwicklungsabteilung (development section)’.  His successor was SS Sturmbannfüher d. 
Waffen SS Faross. (Its electro technical Leiter was up to about December 1944 
Sturmbannführer (Major) Siepen) 
2.  The rest of VI F was nothing more than a large supply organisation, engaged in satisfying 
the technical requirements (forged documents etc.) of the other Gruppen.  
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Schellenberg’s Character. 
4.  Her opinion of her chief was that he was very correct in his behaviour towards all his 
employees with whom he came in contact, and their welfare at heart.  He was always ready to 
receive his Gruppenführer, lower grades had to contact him through the Gruppenführer. He 
was meticulous in his appearance and work, calm, and treated his staff with respect.  He was 
very industrious and nearly always in his office.  He lived a very good private life and only 
thought of his wife and children.  As regards his relationships and contacts, she has nothing 
new to add to the information already given in report No. 030/8/121, Fräulein Schienke.  This 
is natural as Frl. S. was the senior secretary and naturally more in confidence of Schellenberg.  
All the ground is already covered in the above report and it is pointless to reiterate it.  
KV 2/99-4, page 70 

 
Relationship with Himmler. 
10.Against this, his relations with Himmler got better and better, Schellenberg’s official way 
to Himmler was via Kaltenbrunner, when Kaltenbrunner was absent or in cases of extreme 
urgency, he would go direct to Himmler. When Kaltenbrunner returned and found this out, 
there would be trouble, which had to be settled by Himmler.  Schellenberg used to visit 
Himmler about once a month in his HQ, and stayed there two or three days at a time.  From 
Oct 1944 these visits became more frequent and it appeared that till the end, a firm link of 
friendship was forged between the two.  Himmler would call up Schellenberg on his private 
line from time to time in order to ask Schellenberg’s opinion over something and to give 
advice. Schellenberg had ever increasing good relationship with Himmler’s personal 
Adjutant, Standartenführer Dr. Brandt, and conversations with him became more and more 
frequent. 
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Obergruppenführer Berger. 
12.The Chief of the SS-Hauptamt, Obergruppenführer (Gottlob?) Berger, often sent for 
Schellenberg and he was also invited to his private residence. (meant here Schellenberg’s 
house in Babelsberg?)  The two men had a great regard for one another.  
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Admiral Canaris. Schellenberg had complete understanding with the Wehrmacht via Admiral 
Canaris and his leading people. Schellenberg used to meet Canaris both officially and 
privately. (?) 
 
Obst. Hansen and General Thiele. Schellenberg had frequent conferences with these two.  
They used mostly to come to the office and the secretaries could see they worked in complete 
harmony. 
  

After the events of 20 Jul 44, it was particularly hard for Schellenberg as successor to 
Hansen and Canaris, since the military Abwehr was amalgamated with Amt VI and Amt Mil.  
Even when in Sweden he mentioned the family of Hansen to Fräulein Schienke as he wanted 
to make enquiries about them.  He had their private interests very much at heart. (typically; 
one of Schellenberg’s secretaries is speaking) 
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