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Hitler was in Charge: 
30.6.33. New H.O.W. on Salzmann – half yearly revision.  (702a) 
 
30.6.33. New H.O.W., on Verlag Berlin (incoming mail), half yearly revision. 
.. 
10.7.33. From G.P.O. - copy of intercepted letter to “Der Tag” from Salzmann dated 
7.7.33. 
… 
26.7.33. S.3(a) asked to make Traffic Index enquiry for Miss Elisabeth von Salzmann; 
(their daughter was already considered a victim! (and she, ultimately, was!) 
 
7.33  From S.11 – report giving registration particulars of Elisabeth von Salzmann. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

↓ 
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31.10.33 (Hitler is already 9 months in power)  Extract from letter from N.S.D.A.P. (Nazi 
Party) Berlin to – von Salzmann 
 
AOB: will later learn that his membership will be suspended. 
 
KV 2/912-1, page 7 
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9.12.33.   From M.I.1.c. (forerunner of S.I.S.) forwarding “items” of information re Salzmann, 
a German Major named P. Müller, and Abshagen (the latter once living in London, whom was 
similarly hunted upon - and he suffered like ‘von Salzmann’ under the anti-German ‘Phobia’)  
 
13.12.33.  From G.P.O. copy of intercepted letter to Salzmann from Kato of the Japanese 
Embassy, London, dated 12.12.33  
KV 2/912-1, page 8 
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3.3.34.     From G.P.O.  – copy of intercepted letter to von Salzmann from Reichsverband der 
Deutschen Presse e.V.   (AOB, the Nazi Party is becoming grip on the German Press) 
 
KV /2912-1, page 9 
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12.3.34.   From G.P.O. – copy of intercepted letter to Salzmann from British union of Fascists 
(B.U.F.), dated 9.3.34. (Up to the start of the war, in England, still a legal party) 

 
Crown Copyright 

27/28.4.34. From G.P.O. copy of intercepted letter from E. v. Salzmann to Zentralstelle der 
Redaktionen, Berlin. (apparently a Goebbels controlled centralisation) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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From Glimpf       Port Said 
 
To Salzmann     
  45 Holland Park    London 
 
Date of Letter 20.3.45 
 
Date of Postmark  23.3.45 
AOB: Glimpf’s file series are no longer existing. 
 
 
 Acknowledges Salzmann’s letter informing him that his contact with Scherl (von Salzmann’s employer) 
is prolonged for 3 months. 
 
 When Glimpf was in Berlin in January he heard that a Herr Brosius was destinated for London, but he 
has now gone to Shanghai. 
 
 Thinks Scherl are forsaking political news for sensational. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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From von Salzmann 
  Holland Park 45 
   London. 
 
To Scherl Verlag, 
 Berlin. 
 
Date of letter  21.3.34 
 
Date of Postmark   22.3.34 
 
 Says that a storm is brewing in England against Lord Rothermere owing to his article in the “Daily 
Mail”.  Writer is of the opinion he is treating Germany as he treated Hungary and using the case of Germany for 
sensational purposes.  Advices Scherl to consider the “Times” articles of 21st March on Goering as typical of the 
opinion of the German held by Englishmen, especially as the “Times” is the mouthpiece of the Foreign Office 
(F.O.). 
 
 “I had the Commander of the V. Army, General Sir Herbert Cough, twice in his house, I should like to 
draw the attention of the Berlin Authorities to this intelligent Army Commander who is becoming important in 
the field of the politics.  He is pro-German, interested in industrial matters, and I have advised him strongly to go 
to Germany, and have offered to take him some day in my car (AOB: Erich von Salzmann himself could have 
driven a car as his eye-sight was too limited) to show him everything that would interest him.  Such a man would 
be most useful to us as regards Propaganda in England”. 
 
 Salzmann says that important people in England often ask him why Germany is so friendly to Japan and 
if there is a secret understanding. The position between Japan and England is similar to that between Germany 
and England 1910/1911 and England objects to Germany praise of Japan. 
 
* AOB: not well appreciated, maybe even suppressed:–  Britain was already preparing before 1910, signs 
pointing even towards 1905; that England started to arrange secretly with Japan: – that in the event of a war in 
Europe with Germany, that Japan could concur all German possessions in the Pacific area, above the equator. 
Japan’s main aim was to capture - the German leased territory of Tsingtau** (Tsingtao) (think of like 
Hongkong). It was the United States who countered this agreement.  What for me is so significant, is, that it 
indicates that a great deal of Britain’s commitments before the beginning of WW I; it actually was their main 
gain – capturing Germany’s possessions outside Europe; particularly in Africa. Consider the speed - and 
completed preparations - to nearly instantly, attacking these African colonies, together with France. They only 
failed in Tanzania - due to successful resistance; then known as German East-Africa. They were fully prepared - 
only awaiting the occasion. This is where von Salzmann was pointing at.   
** https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belagerung_von_Tsingtau (German language)  
     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Tsingtao     (German text, but being translated into English language) 
 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belagerung_von_Tsingtau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Tsingtao
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     15th March 1934 
Dear Norton (F.O. 
 V.V. (Vivian) (S.I.S.) 
 One W.H. Dawson, a professor who seems interested in Germany and who from time to time has 
corresponded with Erich von Salzmann, asked the latter for some explanation of the German-Polish Agreement.  
His questions were: - 
 “Does it mean that the German Government will not mention the Corridor* Question for ten years, 
when the Germans will probably all be put out of the Corridor, and if so, will agitation in the Corridor and 
outside it be suppressed – or suspected?” 
 Salzmann has communicated with the German Foreign Office (A.A.) on this matter, and under date 28th 
February 1934 has received a reply on Foreign Office paper, signed by Dieckhoff. This man is presumably the 
former Councillor of the German Embassy in London.  Dieckhoff after consultation with the department 
concerned in the German Foreign Office, replied as follows:- 
 “To Dawson’s first question, it may be said that the German-Polish Agreement should not be 
interpreted as meaning that in the future any definite discussion of the German-Polish problem (minority, 
Corridor, etc.) is ruled out.  We would not avoid such a discussion. Also journeys along the frontier by 
prominent foreigners or organisations will take place as before, although in a quite way.  Only violent open 
propaganda will cease” 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Sgd. G.M.L. 
 
* https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish_Corridor  
 
W.H. Dawson writes from Birchover, Headington, Oxfordshire.  
 

↓ 
 
Please bear always in mind: that with increasing the PDF page numbers, you will go backwards in time! 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish_Corridor
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From Salzmann 
       Zimmerstrasse 35-41.  (apparently the address of the Verlag Scherl) 
  Berlin. 
 
Date of Letter 4.8.33 
 
Date of Postmark 4.8.33 
 
 Has just received letter of 1st Aug. which has taken three days en route. Salzmann encloses envelope 
which he suspects of having been opened. 
 
 Salzmann is beginning his tour through the Industrial Centres on the 5th August.  Glimpf is replacing 
him. 
 
 Enclosed cuttings to show how bitter the anti-German spirit is.  The English are said to find the French 
pressure a trifle uncomfortable. They hanker after Bruening (Brüning). 
 
 Will write the Petroleum article when he has gained more material on his tour, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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From von Salzmann 
  45. Holland Park  

London 
To “Der Tag”  
  Berlin. 
 
Date of Letter 7.7.33 
 
Date of Postmark illegible. 
 
 Deplores the fiasco of the Conference and declares that Germany is still regarded with suspicion and is 
not likely to get anything out of the Conference either in the matter of arms or economically. 
 
 “In today’s ‘Daily Herold’, of the 7th July I find, the attached outing on the ‘Secret service’.  I beg you 
to notice how every movement of Germans in London, and particularly those of the National Socialists, is watched 
and noted.  The cynicism of the “Herald’ with which it states that our telephone conversations are listened-in to 
by the ‘Secret Service’ is remarkable.  I have clear conscience, but I must also state that my telephone conversations 
are overheard, and that my letters are probably also examined. 
  
 I write this in continuation of my yesterday’s report on propaganda abroad. 
       Yours, 
        Erich von Salzmann”. 
 
Note. Sundry (various) cuttings enclosed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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To The Editor 
“Der Tag”, Berlin 

Foreign Propaganda in England. 
a) What is he situation in general? 
 The English world-empire with its spiritual centre of give and take, London, has hitherto been an 
enclosed body, which has put aside foreign propaganda and which possesses all the active and passive means for 
such putting aside. A highly developed national feeling, raised to a mental superiority yet kept within the bounds 
of social good form, rejects foreign propaganda, and makes the white Englishman fundamentally little 
susceptible to it. On these premises must rest everything that can be said on the subject. Until the war (The Great 
War) the English were a universal world nation like the Romans and the Chinese. In their eyes every other nation 
was, when all was said and done, of a somewhat inferior class, who always got the worst of it in any activity, 
both intellectually and physically. This was really the cause of the world-war (The Great War), because it was 
felt that Germany was seriously encroaching in the field of commerce. Through the War and particularly through 
the bitter experience bound up with growth of Internationalism at Geneva, the world-wide citizenship feeling of 
the Englishman has been transformed into a conscious (mindful), emphatic nationalism, agitative and difficult to 
maintain (seemingly, not too much has changed since); so that foreign propaganda which was formerly politely 
permitted, is today actively and with conscious anxiety restrained and suppressed, which is a pure sign of 
weakness. The influence of active foreign propaganda on England is consequently much greater than before the 
War (The Great War). Englishmen have become more and more suspicious of any influence from abroad, since 
the ruling political and economic oligarchy has been threatened by Fascism.  
 The governing group have created for their defence, machinery in the “Secret Service” of the Home 
Office (War Office), which sets itself to study and understand the forces of foreign agitators that night endanger 
the English point of view, machinery which to my mind works more powerfully than the Russian Cheka. 
 This Secret Service includes horizontally and vertically every walk of life and every activity in England 
itself, in England Overseas, and is passively present in nearly every other country in the world. Therefore 
Englishmen at the moment can only be approached when they themselves see some advantage in it. Englishmen 
are as to what happens in the moon, so long as the movements of these people do not upset world commerce 
which England up to the war (The Great War) as her own pet particular possession; whereas now world-
commerce, as the world economic Conference showed, is divided into various independent factors.  Disturbances 
by other nations can be stopped on actively attacked and suppressed. One can observe this active suppression in 
→ (page 54)    
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Many countries.  The most glaring (obvious) instances are in India and also in China between 1921 and 1927. At 
home it works for defence and is active in National propaganda which is used in the daily Press and in no small 
way in magazines. The disciplined functioning of the Press is most admirable and nearly faultless, as in the 
readiness to believe on the part of the masses who until recently were neither critical nor sceptical.  On grounds 
such as this Germany (now Nazi controlled), up to the year 1933 (Hitler gaining Power, in January), found it 
very difficult to make a footing; but since Germany has decided to be more independent and self confident, the 
picture has changed. 
b) What has Germany done up to now. 
 This question is a sad chapter, for all that Germany has done since the end of the War (The Great War) 
has been the pacifist assurance that at all coasts we wanted peace, that we admired England because of her 
Justice, that we admired the martial appearance of the Englishman in a military sense during the World-War, and 
that we could only rejoice if England would be friendly to us.  This struggle for agreement is the result of War-
Psychology, which in England in a parallel sense was apparent after an acute Napoleon-Psychology in the 18th 
century, and in itself is quite right and a thing to be desorbed? , especially because of the slow growing 
realization that an agreement with France as become more and more difficult from year to year. But this attempt 
at agreement must never race than ourselves. The criticism of our post War (ca. 1919-1933) lies in this 
statement. Nearly all our representatives of all categories have run after the English in such a way as almost to 
make one ashamed. The English have permitted these expressions of admiration, have calmly accepted them, 
and the obvious result has been that the man who has not perpetually (continually) smothered his own proud 
German point of view and conformed to the English milieu is simply regarded as an enemy of England. Up to a 
recent date, England’s method and technique is ignoring this class of person, that is, the Deutschnationaler (a 
political German Party) and the Nationalsozialisten (Nazis), worked without a fault.  The man who did not 
conform was cut, and Englishmen found this method only too easy, because the merchant and the journalist, the 
artist and unfortunately the diplomat too, all ran after him (Hitler) as superior. Therefore Englishmen by your 
own behaviour were upheld in that world of infallibility and that universalism which they themselves as the 
givers and the Germans as the beneficiaries and takers had created. Every relief which England granted was 
taken, as it were as a gift, as a reward for good behaviour.  
 What was propaganda doing?  It became inoperative in that moment when we ceased to submit. German 
Propaganda was as it were transferred from England to Germany, so that the good conduct of single Germans in 
England was no longer a standard but their good conduct in Germany became a standard, and the German Reichs 
policy now gave the cue (signal) for England’s judgement of Germany. At this juncture all active German 
Propaganda in England died. We, Deutschnationalen (a non-Nazi party), who through our personalities had been 
trying to build up the dignity of Germany in England once more, were put on one side and snubbed (disregarded) 
→ (page 55)   
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Through the whole period between the end of the War (think of 1919) and the rise of the National Socialists 
(January 1933). Throughout that period the Democrats and the Liberals flourished, and naturally the Socialists, 
too under the leadership of a certain diplomat (von Papen?). A certain group of Germans flourished, who became 
more and more anglicised, who even looked English, to such an extent that they became non-existent as material 
for Propaganda for the Fatherland. 
c) What is the situation at the moment? 
 The Hitler movement has at least brought about a change in England this year. The Deutschnational 
propaganda runs here on parallel lines with that of the National-Sozialisten (Nazis), for both have the same goal 
of the freedom and independence of Germany. But while the Deutschnational movement was burdened with the 
odium of its historic growth until the end of the war (11th November1918) and was therefore hated by every 
Englishman, the National-Sozialist movement was something quite new and therefore interesting. Already in the 
autumn of 1930 I remarked that the English were taking an active academic and curious interest in the National 
Sozialist movement. In the London political Milieu they must, from a kind of Old English snobbism, get the 
latest news of all that is happening in political, intellectual, economic and military circles in all the other 
countries in the world. The grandeur and sublimity of the English soul regards it as out of the question that the 
knowledge of such revolutionary occurrences could possibly have any effect on the English constitution. So they 
collected information, and each Deutsch National Sozialist individual was highly popular in London as the 
bearer of the latest gossip from the Continent, for what is the way in which they regarded information from 
Germany up to the end of 1932.  The turning point came with the events of 1933.  At that moment, there began 
in England the definite policy, the gift of all prominent Englishmen, of really understanding outside events and 
developments. This must be noted, as it is of great importance to? us. In the spring Englishmen noticed the 
developments in Germany with growing interest, but as yet without anxiety, as they felt so sure of their own 
safety, that they regarded any reaction in England as out of the question. But after April – May there was a 
difference. I find that there is now here a growing anxiety lest the radical, far-reaching measures of the German 
Government should have any revolutionary influence on England’s hitherto unshakable Constitution. The 
society Snobbism with which “Hitlerism” was once regarded, has returned into a nervous hunger for 
comprehensive and detailed news which will get to the bottom of things.  In other words, it has been realised 
suddenly how deep and how serious the German revolution is.  It is possible that out of this something will 
develop will affect England’s foreign policy.  That is the situation at the moment. It is therefore somewhat 
uncertain and shaky, because the daily news from Germany, which appears less and less in the Press, but whose 
details are more and more important, seems highly contractionary. Two groups of news must be recognised. One 
group is the purely tactical-sensational which to some extent lives on rumours and mostly report news of the 
effect that the Hitler-group is breaking up, that the leaders are squabbling → (page 56)       
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Amongst themselves, that Catholicism or Protestantism is the rising party, that the Socialist and communist 
workers are becoming dissatisfied, outrages of all kinds, persecution of the Jews (von Salzmann himself was 
married to a Jewish woman), burning of books, etc, that is the group of news to which England has been 
accustomed for the last 150 years, out of which she fastens upon a weak places in the foreign country, where she 
may attack and break it up. 
 The other group of news is more far-seeing and is that which understands the historic facts of the 
revolution, makes sure that it will embrace (squeeze) the modern thought of Middle Europe, until it becomes a 
world factor.  England wishes to be on an equality with this group, for a Germany of this kind is capable of 
forming alliances and is worthy of the highest attention in world politics. After looking at the picture shown by 
this group of news, single factors such as finance, economics, Army, intellectual development, must be duly 
appreciated. Please note the result! 
 In the meanwhile, they are working out how long things will take coming to the crisis whether Germany 
breaks up or whether she becomes consolidated. Complete clearness as to which plan will be followed has not as 
yet been arrived at, because the news that is received here is too contractionary. And with that I come to the 4th 
point in the problem: 
d) What can be done in foreign propaganda?  
 Our best foreign propaganda lies in development at home.  The more our will towards the Empire as a 
whole crystallises, and the less there are any prospects of any section here disturbing the great work of the 
Revolution, so much more respect will Germany automatically find in English publicity, and so much more will 
the daily, weekly and monthly Press be forced to curb their criticism of her. Isolated problems will gradually 
drop back into the problem of the whole. For there is still an inclination to condemn us on the isolated questions 
of exchange, or foreign trade figures, or a personal statement of Hitler’s, or a scandal of Jewish persecution, or 
some quarrel between Nazis, or with the Stahlhelm, or with the Communists. There is still an inclination to pick 
out our relations with Austria or with Poland as decisive.  But I believe nevertheless that the general tendency in 
England is towards the realisation of the German Revolution as a fact. Therefore, looking at the matter broadly, 
Germany is its own best propagandist. The fluid works upwards slowly, and will one day be apparent. 
 As you know, I have striven for three years to draw the foreign Press representatives in Germany nearer 
to our circle. This objective remains the same. In one can inoculate (protect) these gentlemen with the spirit of 
the Revolution and its infallibility, its power and conclusiveness, and its finality, then they will be the best 
propaganda for us abroad.  I certainly think the organisation of a passive influencing of these representatives 
well → (page 57) 
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Worth consideration. This propaganda will work with more effect in England than all the attempts bt well 
meaning and well informed Germans to come nearer to the English outlook in England. When all is said and 
done, Germans living in England are only a source of intelligence; and when, as is unfortunately often the case, 
they have been absorbed into English life, they are of no use and even become harmful. 
 Nevertheless I should like to suggest this second group, that German living in England, as an important 
factor. Hitherto nothing has been organised and nothing has been accomplished in this direction. The Embassy is 
essentially the right place whence activity should be organised. But so far the Embassy has sat passively still, 
although recently it has summoned Germans together to give expression to the new spirit of sociability. But that 
does not mean much.  There is a section in the Embassy which include the German journalists, who are naturally 
the best bearers of propaganda, but it does not instruct them.  I have often drawn attention but it does not instruct 
them.  I have often drawn attention to this section, but without success, as it would be most tiresome business to 
organise anything there. (German diplomacy didn’t like to be involved in politic matters, they preferred to stay 
as according the diplomatic rules as possible)  I have often approached the Reichs Presse Chief (Dr. Otto 
Dietrich) representatives in London among themselves, but have met with refusals everywhere. This is because 
the Foreign Press Association is a highly comfortable, neutral non-committal body, binding nobody to anything. 
I think therefore that the best course would be that the German Press representative should organize themselves 
among themselves perhaps as a branch of the Reichs Presse Verband (Reichspresseverband), and that this 
London association should be brought into close cooperation with a section of the Embassy not yet in existence. 
Each Press representative would be pledged to cultivate English acquaintances, particularly among the important 
English newspapers. This is certainly possible. Every German in London is in duty bound in the widest sense to 
work for his fatherland. I can testify from experience of over three decades that many Germans abroad are 
mostly as it were hyphens, that is, they stand with one foot in England and the other in Germany. They choose 
first one and then the other according to whim (notion?), and are forever in an equivocal situation which gets 
them nowhere. So long as Germans abroad have not the courage always and on every occasion to recognize their 
Fatherland as every Englishman abroad always does, just so long will these Germans abroad fail to be active 
agents. To create any organisation here seems to me to be out of the question – yet it might indeed be possible, 
through an association of Germans, to create a German spirit abroad which might become a factor without the 
creation of a definite organisation. The more firmly all these moments are crystallised, the wider and deeper will 
express itself in Society, in newspapers and finally openly in the Embassy. Before the war (1914-1918) I bore 
witness often enough in foreign towns to the fact that the bearing of Germans on important German holidays was 
a much noted and, indeed, much admired factor even → (page 58)     
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in foreign countries, and I believe that it will again be possible after the union of all Germany and its permeation 
by the one great thought of the Fatherland. If we get as far as this, then the masses in England, who play an 
important role, will again take a keen interest in Germany. I believe, according to what I have recently heard, 
that something of the kind is already happening in the mind of the masses. The interest is very strong, in spite of 
no notice being taken of it in the Press. It is better that the interest should first be present among the people, and 
that the German should then make his appearance as propagandist, than vice versa, for the Englishman turns 
aside at once when he feels he is being deliberately influenced to a certain point of view. 
 

  Erich von Salzmann 
 
 

Ending with quite a political drama, but in the early days of Nazi Germany this mood was not yet un-common; 
as Röhm (Roehm) and others were about to be slaughtered. But, von Salzmann’s temporary mood, was already 

established. 
How all has to be judged will one of the aims of our dealing with the Erich von Salzmann’s story. 

 
Vorweg: 

 
There will come a time that von Salzmann was challenged because of his Jewish wife. He refused to divorce her, 

and he consequently lost his commitments in respect to the German Press.  
 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Röhm-Putsch   (German language) 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_of_the_Long_Knives  (Translation into English language, of the German 
text) 
KV 2/913-1, page 1 
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KV 2/913 
Von Salzmann 

PF 38812 
 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%B6hm-Putsch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_of_the_Long_Knives
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19.12.35  From General Temperley – information regarding letter forwarded (I suppose, after it had been 
opened and photostat copied) to wrong address. 
 
31.12.35  Note by U35 (= our Ustinov, formerly agent “Sharmer”)    (939a) 
 
27.1.36  To G.P.O. re-imposing check on Salzmann for foreign letters only. (AOB, in my perception: 
implying that British letters will no longer being subject of retention; maybe of too many influential British 
subjects being retained and copied)    
KV 2/913-1, page 12 
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5.4.38  Information received from P. Ryder re Paul – son of Erich von Salzmann 
  (AOB, son Paul noticed for the first time; maybe he lived in Germany) 
 
 

 
 

↓ 
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   14th July, 1938. 
 Dear Mr. Warnock, 
  Many thanks for you’re A/383 of the 7th July.  Erich von Salzmann, a German journalist in this 
country has been an object of interest for a considerable time and I have little doubt that the information given by 
Mr. A.M. Smith is correct.  On the other hand it is exceedingly difficult to produce facts which would prove that 
Erich von Salzmann is engaged in espionage. 
 
 I should be grateful if Mr. Alexander V. Smith could be asked, when he next visits Mr. Hugo Cosman in 
Düsseldorf, to see if he can get any details substantiating the general statement which he has made. Any small 
details, however unimportant they seem to Mr. Smith may prove of great value should they think up with other 
information in my possession (if any). 
 Needless to say any information which is obtained from Mr. Osman will be treated with the utmost 
secrecy and, should any action be taken against Erich von Salzmann no reference. Direct or indirect, would be 
made to Mr. Cosman(n)?  (Is this legal?)    

Yours sincerely, 
 

Colonel Sir Vernon G.W. Kell. 
 

 
D. Warnock Esq. 
Assistant Chief Constable, 
City Constabulary. 
Glasgow. 

 
 
 

↓ 
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   CX/5775?    Dated 21.6.38 
               V 

 
 

 M.I.5.    (Mr. Curry) 
  You may just be interested to know that, in a recent conversation with “Sharmer” (was he the 
S.I.S. person for M.I.5 known as Ustinov U35?), von Salzmann stated that he had reason to believe that his 
correspondence was being tampered with.  
 
 
KV 2/913-2, page 9         (minute 931a) 
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The Secretary of State.  
 Verbal complaint has been made by Erich von Salzmann, 53, Campden Hill Road, W.8. regarding delay 
to his correspondence, which is being intercepted under instructions. 
 The interception is being postponed until further instructions are received. 
 
Kensington, 
      S.D.O. 
29.11.35. 
 
Asst. Superintendent, Kensington, instructed by ‘phone to suspend entirely pending receipt of further 
instructions. 
     Sgd. C.B. 
      29.11.35 
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The Postmaster. 
 Complaint is made by Capt. Erich von Salzmann, 53, Campden Hill Road, of delay to his 
correspondence.  
 His correspondence has been intercepted under instruction from I.B. I.B. (24812), G.P.O., North, who 
have been notified of the complaint, and the interception postponed until further instructions are received. 
 The reason of this report is that Capt. Von Salzman desires a reply to his complaint. 
 Cover of one item delayed is attached, it is delivered at approx. 11 a.m. on the 29th instant. 
 
Kensington, 
      S.D.O. 
29.11.35. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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In the hope of getting (Lt.-Col. James Russel) Kennedy (PF 51784 = KV 2/3579) to talk about von 
Salzmann, I asked him what Germans in this country thought of von Rinteln. He replied that they had not a very 
high opinion of him, and mentioned that von Salzmann had volunteered this information himself not long ago. 
 He went on to say that von Salzmann was a very interesting man and that he had dinner with him a few 
days ago, the other guest there being Wassner, German Naval Attaché, Fujita, Japanese Naval Attaché, and also 
the Finnish Delegate to the forthcoming Naval Conference. 
 Kennedy said that von Salzmann was obviously very comfortably off and that everything was extremely 
well done. He (von Salzmann) explained his satisfactory financial position (von Salzmann might already or will 
shortly hereafter, will lose his German regular commitments due to the fact that he refused to divorce his Jewish 
wife, which was the pre-condition the continuation of his German Press accreditation) for by saying that, during 
the Japanese earthquake, from China, for the (U.S.) Hearst Press and also for other newspapers, and, as a result 
of this work, be was given a very substantial bonus. He made several remarks against the Nazis, mentioning that 
his wife was Jewess and that, in consequence, his son (Paul) was unable to enter the German Army, which was 
apparently a great disappointment to his father. 
 Kennedy said that he felt somewhat sceptical regarding von Salzmann’s source of income. I asked him 
(Kennedy) casually when he had first met him and he told me that, when Emil Ludwig’s book on Hindenburg 
was published, he found it so difficult to reconcile the history with previous published facts, that he wrote to 
Colonel (Obst.) Geyer, the German Military Attaché, saying that he was rather surprised at the view expressed 
by Ludwig and asking whether there was any foundation in the fact one or two of the historical instances which 
were given in the book. Geyr replied that he agreed with captain Kennedy’s views regarding the reliability of the 
book, but that with regard to historical facts, he would prefer to refer him to an expert on this subject – von 
Salzmann. The latter told Kennedy that Ludwig’s facts were quite unreliable and that he had obtained his 
information solely from journalists and newspapers, etc. → (page 12) 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/913-1, page 12 
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 It is rather interesting that General Fuller, who is now reporting for the “Daily Mail” on the Abyssinian 
Campaign, is also a friend of von Salzmann, and it is, of course, possible that he introduced Kennedy to von 
Salzmann so that he could ‘keep the pot boiling’ during his absence. 
 Kennedy mentioned that Fuller had been at a dinner some time ago at von Salzmann’s and that Oka, 
who was then Japanese Naval Attaché, had drunk rather a lot on this occasion. He suddenly turned to Fuller with 
the remark “in vino veritas” and then said, one day, the Japanese would clear the white man out of every corner 
of Asia. Incidentally, Kennedy described Oka as one of the most brilliant Japanese Naval Attachés who had ever 
been in this country. His appointment terminated last September. 
 
S.6a. 4.12.35.   Sgd. N.Watson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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    21 March, 1935. 
 Dear Vivian, 
  Please refer to your letter CX/5775/V (Section 5?) dated 14.3.35 … 
 Von Salzmann’s services were disposed with by Scherl some time ago on account of the fact his wife is 
a Jewess. 
  

We have no previous record of his association with Mrs. Finnimore.  The letter, according to our files 
has been employed at the Soviet Embassy as a shorthand (Steno) typist at any rate since 1931, when she was first 
included in the embassy returns of employees. 
  
 Her full name is Alma Vera Louise Finnimore and she lives with her husband Herold Alfred Finnimore, 
at 26 Pembridge Crescent, W. 11. 
 
 In a report dated 25.4.34 there is a suggestion the Mrs. Finnimore sometimes uses the alias of “Anna 
Lerdert” but we have no confirmation of this. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

N.Watson 
 
Major V. Vivian , C.B.E.,    M.I.1.c. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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Crown Copyright 

CX/5775/       dated 14.3.35 
         V 

M.I.5.   (Captain (Guy) Liddell) 
  In continuation of my CX/5775 of 11.3.35, the following is the gist of further information 
supplied by “Sharmer” (= Ustinov, at M.I.5 also known as U35) on the 6th instant: - 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4. Erich von Salzmann, vide correspondence under our CX/5775 

  V 
has practically abandoned his German newspaper connections, and, according to his own statement, is working 
for the Japanese and for German-Japanese friendship. 
 Von Salzmann introduced to “Shamer” (Ustinov / U35) a young woman named Mrs. Finnimore, who is 
apparently a secretary (or possibly typist) in the Russian embassy in London.  Mrs. Finnimore, who is aged 
about 32, is an attractive young woman, Danish by birth but British by marriage, her husband being a piano 
maker and of Irish extraction. She lives in Pembridge Crescent. “Sharmer” (Ustinov) gathered from von 
Salzmann that a new Military Attaché to the Embassy, a Lithuanian, has become infatuated (lovesick) (Verliebt) 
with Mrs. Finnimore, and “Sharmer” is under the impression that Mrs. Finnimore gleans from him information 
and passes it on to von Salzmann, whence it reaches Kato in the Japanese Embassy.   Mrs. Finnimore is also 
stated to be friendly with the Charge D’Affaires, S.B. Kahan by name, and to be trusted by the Russians, (Note 
by S.I.S.   We should be glad to know whether you have any trace of this lady in your archives.) 
 
 

↓ 
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 5. According to Mrs. Finnimore there is a London girl on the staff of the “Free press of India” in 
Bombay, who is connected with “the Soviet”.  This girl has not been in Bombay for long. 
 6. According to von Salzmann, Major Müller, a friend of his, is in China working for the 
Japanese. 
((Note by S.I.S.   This is evidently the individual referred to in my CX/ number invisible to Harker) 
             V 
 According to von Salzmann the Japanese have completed plans for the destruction of the pipe lines in 
Mesopotamia (Iraq) in the event of war with Great Britain. 
(Note by S.I.S.   von Salzmann is given to wild statements and this may be one of them. “Sharmer” (Ustinov / 
U35) has, however, been instructed to endeavour to obtain more detailed information.) 
 7. von Salzmann mentioned that Japan would establish a virtual protectorate over the whole of 
North China by 1938. He further stated that she was paying serious attention to Java, where many Japanese 
Secret Service agents are operating.  The leaders of the Chinese population of Java were in the pay of the 
Japanese. 
 
 
 8. … 
 9. … 
 

? 
 

For V. Vivian 
14/3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



24 

 

KV 2/913-1, page 55    (minute 842a) 

 
Crown Copyright 

From  Reichsverband der deutschen Presse 
           Tiergartenstrasse 16, 
           Berlin, W.35 
 
To      Salzmann 
           45 Holland Park 
            W. 11 
 
Date of Letter        8.10.34 
 
Date of Postmark   9.10.34 
 
 Summary of Contents 
  
 Informs Salzmann that with the consent of the Reichsminister für “Volksaufklärung” and Propaganda 
(Goebbels), the Head of the Association for German Pressmen, von Salzmann is exempted (discharged) from 
paragraphs 5, and 3 of the Law for Writers (Jewish marriage). 
 
 Returns copy of von Salzmann’s marriage certificate. 
 
 Encloses rate of raising of subscription to Press Association. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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H.O.W.   5211 – Scherl, Berlin. 
 

 
 This H.O.W. (Home Office (Watch List / Index?) was taken out in conjunction with the one of Erich 
von Salzmann who was, at that time, the Scherl representative in London. 
 
 Salzmann has now ceased to work for Scherl and his place has been taken by Dr. Grassmann, subject of 
PF 43130 (file no longer existing) and H.O.W. 5261. 
 
 In order to avoid duplication, the intercepts of the Scherl check will now be filed in the Grassmann file 
unless, of course, anything should be seen addressed to Salzmann. 
 

Sgd. T.A.R  (for the first time our famous B.1.a. T.A. Robertson of M.I.5) 
 
S.7.        29.8.34 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
↓ 
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   24th July 1934 
Dear Colonel Menzies (M.I.1.c. / S.I.S; the later famous “C”?), 
 
 The following summary of a letter to Erich von Salzmann dated 9.7.34, may interest you. The writer 
describes himself as “Association Leader. Cavalry, Association, Buer-Ecle”. ?? 
 
 Salzmann was formerly in China, where he was in charge pf the “Ullstein Nachrichtendienst” and the 
representative of a number of German papers.  He came here in 1930 as chief London representative of the 
Scherl Press, which post he has recently relinquished.  While in China, he was closely associated with prominent 
Germans who were attempting to reorganise the forces of the Nanking Government.  
 “The Association is flourishing and very active. On 24th June the local War Association celebrated its 
50th anniversary.  Writer organised a troop of cavalry which moved the public to great pride. The association also 
practise their shooting eagerly.   Prize will be shot for in the autumn; asks Salzmann if he would like to 
subscribe. 
 
“The Buer Ecle Association is incorporated in the S.A. Reserve II, which comprises all old War comrades 
Associations. This means great sacrifices on the part of the members.  Asks Salzmann if it pleases him that they 
have put his name at the head of their notepaper as Honorary Leader.  Photographs enclosed of the Parade on 
24th June”.  
 
I thought the remark that all old Comrades Associates were incorporated with the S.R. Reserves II was 
interesting, but possibly this is already a matter of common knowledge. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Lt. Colonel Menzies. D.S.O., M.C., M.I.1.c.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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From Kuno Tiemann, 
        Berlin. 
 
To Salzmann 
         45, holland Park, London 1.!! 
 
Date of Letter  10.7.34 
 
Date of Postmark  10.7.34 
 
 Acknowledges news and newspapers sent by Salzmann and begs him to send more.  Thinks it doubtful 
policy to isolate Germany from the outside world and to prevent the people from knowing the opinion of other 
countries. 
 
 Hitler’s own ideas are good, but his followers are caricatures who ape a style to which they cannot 
possibly climb in 2 years.  This is the kind of thing which sets the seal to the movement and no good can come 
of it.   The people are good. These caricatures of leaders are wrong. Hitler is evidently no psychologist.  He 
thinks everyone is like himself.  Writer pities the dead men in spite of their shameful characters.  Ernst (Röhm) 
was not suited to his post.  He was a porter’s son and had no self-control. Mammon betrayed him. Horses, cars,  
?o?nobbing with princes – he could not stand it.  No own knows who was shot. Some who were supposed to be 
are still happily alive. The mystery policy of the Government merely fosters rumours. Writer disagrees with this 
policy. (Rudolf) Hess made a good speech. Hess is a man whom writer would like to know.  In the meanwhile, 
difficulties pile up. Financial, agricultural. Industrial.  Begs Salzmann to continue sending his newspapers.   
  
 

Sgd. T.A.R.  (T.A. Robertson B.1.a.) 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/914-1, page 1 

 
Crown Copyright 

 
KV 2/914 

 
Salzmann Erich von 

 
PF 38812 

 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/914-1, page 3 
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.. 
14.1.39 Copy of T.I. (Traffic Index) Arrival card for Paul (their son living in Germany) von Salzmann dated 
27.1.38 
24.a.39 ref. to report re inner Mongolia and Müller 
 
11.4.39   From S.B. (Special Branch at Scotland Yard) anonymous letter re Salzmann 
 
.. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/914-1, page 4 Some few weeks before the outbreak of WW II, and von Salzmann’s escape to Italy 
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4.6.39. Apparently visited von Salzmann Germany or the Continent before the war broke out.  
16.9.39  Photostat summary of letter from Capt. Erich von Salzmann to Luigi Villari (it) 
 
6.39       H.O. Records for Paul von Salzmann 
 
20.6.39  Int. letter from Salzmann to Bene. 
 
11.8.39  Copy of departure Card for Salzmann (likely leaving England via France for Italy) 
 
2.9.39 From Metropolitan Police re Salzmann (likely about his arrest, in vain) 
 
18.10.39 Telephone message re Salzmann 
 
19.10.39 Telephone call to S.B. (Special Branch) re arrest of Salzmann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/914-1, page 6       Salzmann still was hunted, albeit virtually, but still … 

 
Crown Copyright 

26.4.40 To. D.S.O.   Hongkong re von Salzmann visit to Peking  (Salzmann and his wife travelled via Italy, the 
Trans-Siberia-Express to China. Bear in mind, that Russia was on friendly terms with Germany) 
 
26.4.40   To D.S.O. re von Salzmann’s visit to Peking 
 
7.5.40      Now a chase had already started on von Salzmann’s daughter, who was married to a British Officer.  
 
10.7.40    from Hongkong re Salzmann 
 
KV 2/914-1, page 11 

 
Crown Copyright 

18.1.42 Censor’s Comment on international letter from Kathe to her daughter in   I.O.M. (Isle of Mann) 
18.1.42 Censor’s comment on international letter from Käthe von Salzmann to E. Macqueen. 
(AOB: maybe von Salzmann’s wife Käthe sends her daughter the message of the death of her father on 1st 
December 1941, in Shanghai) 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/914-1, page 13 + 14 
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E.5. 
Major Edwards. 
 We still have property belonging to von Salzmann which was taken by the police when his premises 
were searched and which is referred to in 1155a et seq.  The property number is 169. Salzmann is now dead. 
 
 We have no interest in retaining the property and I should be glad if you would arrange with Major 
Smith for its return to (Special Branch) at Scotland Yard by whom it was originally impounded. 
D.D.O.   7.9.45 
.. 
10.8.49.  From P.C.D. re visa application by Kaethe (Käthe) von Salzmann. 
 
B.2.c. (Miss Joan Chenhalls (M.I.5) 
 Please see U.K. visa application of Mrs. Kaethe von Salzmann at 1166a, accompanied by her daughters 
Mrs. E.K.A. Macqueen who is still on the P. and P.O. Stop List. 
 Do you consider any observations should be made to H.O. on this case? 
 
C.1.c.  Miss Mott. 
 I have read through most of the 22 volumes for this German subject von Salzmann, now deceased, and 
although his wife accompanied him on all his jaunts, and his daughter (Mrs. MacQueen) was his one time 
secretary and later worked for the Japanese embassy, I think there would be no danger to security to let both 
these women come to the U.K. in transit for Chile.  According I recommend we reply something along these 
lines: - 
 “As von Salzmann, the German spy (AOB, which they knew he wasn’t), is dead, we would raise no 
security objection to Mrs. von Salzmann and daughter (Mrs. MacQueen) coming to the U.K., but would ask to 
be advised when they finally leave the country for Chile”.  
 
B.2c. (M.I.5)  20.8.49     J. Chenhalls. 
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1.9.49 From H.O. (Home Office) re refusal of visa to Kaethe von Salzmann 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/914-1, page 15 
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Extract 
 

S.I.S.    Under Ref. CX/ y 7436/A  Dated    25.7.52 
 
Copy of S.I.S.  Letter mentioning Hollman and Salzmann. 
 
 I should have passed you the following item of information earlier, but it slipped my memory. I 
apologise. 
 
 When I interrogated Jahnke’s assistant (Jahnke (KV 2/755; PF 37755) other than is gusseted here 
wasn’t heading espionage, but more politically orientated organisation, he was executed by the Russians shortly 
after the war). His “intelligence concerned political matters” and the British knew this aspect, but convincing? is 
of another dimension! And it were these aspects to which Erich von Salzmann possessed a superior mind) He 
said he would definitely have known had there been others unless they were run by Petrov. 
 
 He said he thought von Salzmann’s reports were excellent. (AOB, but not concerning espionage, but 
political influenced judgements) When I asked him what they considered of he said they were political reviews.  
This goes to show more that the standard of the German Secret Service and of our services are slightly different. 
(AOB: indeed, they were – the Germans often were interested in the political implications as well, apparently the 
British Services by far lest) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/914-1, page 24 
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En Clair        Passport Control Departement 
         Distribution 
  From Shanghai to Foreign Office. 
 
(AOB, apparently Kaethe von Salzmann was still living in Shanghai) 
 
His Majesty’s Consul General 
 
No. 642A  D.5.47 a.m.     7th August 1949. 
5th August, 1949.  R.7.44. a.m.     7th August 1949. 
 
 Application for visa for United Kingdom for visit of up to one year while awaiting visas for Chile 
received from Mrs. Kaethe von Salzmann, German born at Berlin October 16th 1890; holder of German passport 
No. 2032 issued June 10th 1938 in London. International; Rd Cross would provide travel document if visa 
approved.  Applicant is mother of Mrs. E.K.A. MacQueen, a British subject by marriage who would accompany 
her.  Reference and accommodation provided by Mr. O. Soberhiem. Church Stretton, Salop.  Grateful for your 
instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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Mrs Elisbeth MacQueen   Paul von Salzmann 
Imperial     Hamburg 20 
Camp W.    Husumerstrasse 11 
Isle of Man    den 24 März 1942 
England 
 
Mrs. Elsbeth MacQueen ist meine Schwester, verheiratet mit Mr. Kenneth MacQueen Rhyl, North Wales 
 
Dieses Schreiben stammt von unserer Mutter und handelt über den Tod unseres Vaters. 
Kaethe von Salzmann.   Shanghai den 3. Dezember 1941. 
   Cathay Mansions, 
 
Mein geliebter guter Junge, 
  Unser guter Loefa (Erich’s cosy-name) ist am ersten Dezember nachmittags um 6.10 (18.10) 
Uhr hier (Shanghai) in Country Hospital den besten das es hier gibt und trotz aller Hilfe eines sehr guten 
deutschen Internisten, des Dr. Virnich? Gestorben. Er wurde am Freitag den 21. November krank, d.h. er hatte 
plötzlich 39,5 Fieber worauf ich zuerst eine bekannte Ärztin anrief die das übliche Zeug verordnete und sagte, 
wenn es in zwei Tagen nicht gut sei, sollte ich es melden. Sonntag früh wurde dann im Blut leichte Typhus-
Infektion festgestellt und Montag ging Loefe (Erich von Salzmann) ins Hospital. Da ich besorgt was liess ich am 
Dienstag früh den ersten deutschen Internisten kommen, so ein guter Ostasienarzt, wie unser lieber Prof. Krieg 
war, und der ein Schwiegersohn von Karl von Wiegand ist.  Er sagte zu mir die Plötzlichkeit der Krankheit, 
Schuettelfrost usw. lassen auf Flecktyphus Schließen, aber ich kann da nichts machen für zwei Tage ist keine 
Gefahr, die „Ärztin kann weiter behandeln. Am Donnerstag übernahm dann Dr. V. den Fall ganz, wir hatten Tag 
und Nachtschwestern, er kam drei viermal am Tag und in der Nacht und am Sonntagmittag frug er ob wir 
Testamente hätten. Da  Loefa und sein Testament in London liegen schickte er einen Rechtsanwalt, aber Loefa 
erkannte ihn nicht mehr.  Der Anwalt (Lawyer), auch ein guter alter Ostasiate, Dr. Wilhelm ließ dann das Geld in 
London auch sich umschreiben, sodass ich mal zu leben habe. Aber ich will das Geld nicht ausgeben, da man 
hier in den Kriegszeiten keine Zinsen bekommt.  Ich will also sehen, dass ich eine Arbeit bei Loefas Firma 
bekomme, oder eine Pension, und mir dann selbst eine Arbeit suchen.  – Ich wohne erst mal bei Herrn und Frau 
Dr. X. den Chef von S siehe dann aber wieder ins Cathay Pensions?, wenn ich genug Geld bekomme um in 
dieses schönen Haus leben zu können. Ich zöge ungern in eine Pension oder miete noch ungerner etwas bei einer 
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Familie ab. Loefa hatte sich grade noch ein Pferd gekauft, dass er nur an den Abend ehe er krank wurde geritten 
hat, da scheußliches Wetter war, habe ich es kaum gesehen, es steht bei bekannten, die ich bitten werde es zu 
verkaufen. Loefa (Erich von Salzmann) hat eigentlich selbst die Krankheit so gar nicht richtig ernst genommen, 
er hat in keiner Weise, was der Arzt, und Scherzen hatte er nicht. Vier Tage was er nicht mehr klar, sprach aber 
immer abwechselnd deutsch und englisch und antwortete immer in der richtigen Sprache, den ein Teil des 
Personal sprach englisch, die Hauptpflegerin zum Glück beiden, genau wie der Arzt. Ich habe Dir via Tante 
Gustl depeschiert, weil Du doch umgezogen bist. Ich fürchte aber, dass von meiner Nachricht eine Zeitungsnotiz 
in Berlin was Herr ???, es am Dienst durchgab, und Dir Tante Gustl am Ende geschrieben hat und nicht 
telegrafiert. Auf das Geld was als Loefas Pension bei Hardy liegt verzichte ich ganz zu deinen Gunsten. Du 
kannst jeder Zeit herauskommen, sowie es Passage gibt.  Du kannst hier Arbeit finden. Ich kann Dich kommen 
lassen, vielleichtkannst Du auch mal, die aufgelaufene Pension zur Ausreise benutzen. Sei überzeugt, dass ich 
jetzt nur den ganzen Tag an Dich und deine Schwester denke und ganz            
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Mrs. Elsbeth MacQueen      Paul von Salzmann 
Imperial        Hamburg 20 
Camp W       Husumerstrasse 11 
Isle of Man 
England   Wenn nicht abgenommen Bitte zurückschicken. 
Seite 2 (page 2) 
Schreckliche Sehnsucht nach euch habe. 
Mehr kann ich heute noch keine 48 Stunden nach Loefas (Erich von Salzmann‘s) Tod nicht sagen. – Nun wäre 
wir niemehr alle vier an einen Tisch sitzen. Ich bin froh, dass ein Brief vom 20. September mitten während 
Loefas Krankheit ankam*, und noch so dass er ihn voll genoss und mit ins Krankenhaus nahm. Er war sehr nett 
geschrieben. Du hattest Dich Loefas fuer seine Hilfe noch speziell bedankt, und man sah aus dem Brief, dass Du 
an uns und Elsbeth denkst. Also Kopf hoch meine Junge, ich will euch beider wieder sehen, und --- möchte auch 
noch mal Enkelkinder erleben! --- Dass Loefa und ich eine übernormal glückliche Ehe geführt haben, wirst Du ja 
empfunden haben, und dass ich unglücklich bin, brauche ich Dir nicht zu sagen. Omah? Wird es wohl nicht so 
nahe gehen, wie Walters Tod.  Wenn sie Dich lieber hätte, so wäre es sie leichter, aber da ist nichts zu machen/ 
Ich schreibe Dir bald wieder.  Heute ist die Verbrennung und am Freitagnachmittag, also in drei? Tagen eine 
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wuerdiger Feier in der deutschen Kirche. Die Urne kommt in die Urnenhalle in der Kirche, damit wir nicht 
eventuell mal ein einsameres Grab in Shanghai haben, sowie das von Loefas Vater in Monte Carlo. Ich schreibe 
an Omah und an Ebbi direkt. 

Deine Dich innig liebende Mutter 
Kaethe von Salzmann 

 
Meine liebe Elsbeth. 
 Dieses aus zwei Seiten bestehende Schreiben erhielt ich kürzlich von unserer Mutter, und ich habe den 
Text abgeschrieben habe allerdings ein paar finanziellen Sachen ausgelassen die Dich vielleicht interessiert 
hatten und auch mehr beruhigt hätten, aber ich halte es nicht für angebracht darüber hier was zu schreiben. 
Manche von den Namen habe ich abgekürzt.  Überschreibe mir bitte ob Du diesen Brief erhalten hast, ich 
kündigte ihn schon vergangene Woche durch eine Postkarte an. An unsere allernächsten bekannten schick ich je 
einen etwas abgeänderten Durchschlag. K?eine Großmutter erhielt auch einen Brief und demnächst werde ich 
Dir davon einen Durchschlag  schicken. Loefas Tod wird noch eingehender behandelt.  Flecktyphus ist eine 
äußerst gefährliche Krankheit, und die meisten Menschen sterben daran. 
Wegen der Erbschaftsache werde ich demnächst an einen Rechtsanwalt wenden, vielleicht kann man mit dem 
Brief unserer Mutter was erreichen, aber wahrscheinlich ist vorläufig nichts zu machen.  Ob ich noch mehr Post 
aus Ostasien bekomme ist sehr fraghaft, oder ich habe den Brief beantwortet und vielleicht kommt er an. Ich 
weiß, ja nun nicht ob Du daran Interesse hast nach Ostasien zu gehen, ich habe schon sehr große Lust dazu, aber 
ist ?? dort nach diesem Krieg Überhaupt möglich noch eine Existenz zu betreiben? Jedenfalls hat diesen? Alles 
vorläufig leider noch Zeit. 
In dem nächsten Tagen Folgt ein weiteren Brief, und ich werde dir demnächst mehrere Fotografien von mir 
schicken, dieses ist nämlich gestattet.  
 

Viele herzlichen Grüße 
 

Paul 
Paul von Salzmann 

  
* I wonder which way the letter exchange once took place. I suppose, maybe, it concerned two letters. One took 
the British route; the other one, maybe, via the Red Cross or via Switzerland directly.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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    30th November 1941  
Dear Hills, (S.I.S.) 
 We have picked up a few items of information about Erich von Salzmann from letters which he and his 
wife have written to their daughter Mrs. MacQueen who, as you know, is at present interned in the Isle of Man. 
1. Von Salzmann is receiving correspondence addressed to Mrs. Kate Bertram, Paonachang, near Peking, 
and Cathay Mansions, Shanghai. In October von Salzmann was living at Cathay mansions, Shanghai. 
 
2. Fritz Merzbach of New York (detailed address unfortunately unknown) holds Power of Attorney for 
von Salzmann. 
 
3. von Salzmann has Banking Accounts with Messrs Anhold? & S. Bleichschroeder Inc. New Yorkm and 
the Chase National Bank, New York. His stockbrokers are Halle & Steglitz, 25 Brond Street, New York. 
 
 Von Salzmann appears to be doing quite well in China. He has recently bought a large new car and 
periodically he sends sums of money to his daughter in this country. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

(D.I. Vesey) 
Captain S.H. Mills 
S.I.S. 

 
AOB, please, be aware, that at that moment Japan had not yet attacked Pearl Harbour, and Hitler declared war on 

the US on the 12th December 1941. 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/914-2 
KV 2/914-2, page 3     (minute 1139a) 

 
Crown Copyright 

On the 30th June I called at the Pall Mall Safe Deposit Company and saw Mr. Doble, the Assistant Manager. 
 
Mr. Doble was most willing to be helpful, but there was nothing further to be done when it was discovered that 
all von Salzmann’s property in store had been destroyed during the recent blitz. 
 
B.10.m.     17.7.41        D.I. Vesey 
 
KV 2/914-2, page 5 
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Internal Memorandum 
 

From B.10.m        To B.13 (Col. Hinchley Cooke) 
 
When I was interviewing Mrs. MacQueen, née von Salzmann, the other day, she said that her father, Erich von 
Salzmann, had in the early months of 1939 employed a secretary by name of Miss M.B. Jameson. 
 
Mrs. MacQueen declared that Miss Jameson was an Agent of “the British Secret Service”, who was been sent to 
spy upon von Salzmann. 
 
Do you know anything about Miss Jameson, please? 
 
Date 26.6.41        Signature Vesey (D.I. Vesey) 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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B.16   - (Mr. Gooch)     22nd June 1941 
 

Paul von Salzmann, son of Erich von Salzmann and younger brother of Mrs. MacQueen. Is at present 
living at Husumerstrasse 11, Hamburg 20. Although this young man is only about 21 and therefore of military 
age, according to his sister he is studying for commerce and hopes shortly to go out to the Far East to join his 
parents in Shanghai. (AOB: maybe a gap in Mr. Goch’s education, but Erich von Salzmann lost his engagements 
with German Newspaper Publisher because he was married to a Jewish wife; and therefore, his son Paul wasn’t 
an “Arier” (Arian) either. This is the actual reason why he isn’t called up for military service. He only could live, 
so far, free in Germany, because his father was still considered being an “Arier”!)  
 
 I have recently come across some correspondence of von Salzmann which leaves not the slightest doubt 
that while over here he was engaged in espionage in its most complete sense.  It is therefore possible that the son 
is contemplating following his father’s footsteps. It is certainly odd that a young man should not have been 
called up for military service. 
(Sadly, again mis-interpreting facts, of which he is not sufficiently informed, as Paul wasn’t an “Arier”.) 
 
 I enclose two letters taken from von Salzmann’s correspondence which may be of interest to you. 
 
B.10.m     Sgd. D.I.Vesey 
 
 
AOB: sad but true: nowhere a glimpse of the forementioned proof of von Salzmann espionage.  
 
Again: Erich von Salzmann’s special field of specialism were “reporting on political analyses”.  
 
Let us now digest integrally a letter found in von Salzmann left-behind possessions in this apartment in London. 

As far what is found in the minute reference: 8th August von Salzmann leaves with his wife, expectedly, 
England. He might have received a warning that war being eminent. 

 
I chose to deal with the above-mentioned proof of Erich von Salzmann’s espionage. 

 
* Erich von Salzmann was a journalist of longstanding, he was already engaged in this metier, when most of the 

Secret Service servants - wore still their ‘pampers’.   
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



41 

 

* After due considerations, I have decided to modify the following transcript in such a way, that you successfully 
can employ Google Translate.   Non-German typewriters were often lacking the facilities as to print German 
special letters; which where, for example: ae = ä  -  ue = ü  -  oe = ö and where ss, in special occasions, = ß 
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     London den 8. August 1939 (the day they left England abruptly) 
   Seitdem der Botschafter Shigenitsu (Jap) mir gegenüber die auf den Vorseiten festgehaltenen Ausführungen 
machte, hat die hier viel beachtete Konferenz der japanischen Botschafter in Berlin und in Rém? Oshima und 
Shinratori in Villa d’Este am Comersee stattgefunden. Die Erklärung der beiden Botschafter mit Bezug auf die 
Möglichkeit eines deutsch-italienisch-japanischen Militärbündnisses hat zuerst in London als eine große 
Sensation gewerkt, die kurze Zeit auf Anregung des Foreign Office hin als Zeitungssensation ausgebeutet wurde. 
Man hat vorläufig hier die Wahrscheinlichkeit der Unterzeichnung eines solchen Militärpaktes nicht für 
besonders ernsthaft und mehr als ein taktisches Manöver genommen, das auf die bevorstehenden 
Militärverhandlungen in Moskau wirken sollte. Dies war die Auffassung eines bekannten Journalisten, George 
Edinger, die ? mir gegenüber als die Auffassung innerhalb des Beaverbrook Konzerns äußerste. Er hat dieselbe 
Auffassung zum zweiten Mal in Gegenwart eines anderen Journalisten vom Daily Telegraph gestern bestätigt, 
als ich auf seinem Landhaus zu Gast war. Die Herrn führten aus, dass dies zwar dem Druck der sogenannten 
Generalspartei in Japan entspreche, dass aber Diplomatie, Handel, Industrie und Schifffahrt und ihr Ausdruck, 
nämlich die Groß-Finanz für weiteres Abwarten und hinziehen wäre, was sich auch in der Haltung gewisser 
japanischer Kriegsmarine Experten bestätigt findet. Die Engländer suchen immer nach einem Ausweg dort, wo 
eine Spannung die Kriegsmöglichkeit im Fernen Osten einschließt.  Japan behält freie Hand. Die Engländer 
konzentrieren sich weiter auf Europa. Mann kann wohl ruhig sagen, dass der geistige und materielle Aufmarsch 
beendet ist. Im Rahmen desselben hat sich die Überlegenheitsatmosphäre heute so weit gesteigert, dass man 
schon von einem Überlegenheitskomplex sprechen kann. Um diese zu erzeugen wird die ganze eigene 
Aufrüstung in allen Sektoren über alles Maß gelebt, die Bereitschaft überall betont und die Unterlegenheit des 
deutschen Gegners auseinandergesetzt. So bemühen sich die bekanntesten Agitatoren und Schreiber wie z.B. 
Cumings, dann Laski und auch der berühmte Literat Pristley mit allen nur denkbaren Mitteln den englisch 
lesenden und hörenden Publikum und nicht zum Wenigsten dem Filmbesucher auseinanderzusetzen wie schlecht 
Deutschland ist, und wie miserabel der gesamte umfang seines militärischen politischen und wirtschaftlichen 
Standards beschaffen ist. Die ganz offenbar vom British Council bestellt und bezahlte Broschüre des ungarischen 
Professor Lajod ist jetzt ins Englische übersetzt worden, und wird in den nächsten Tagen zu sehr billigem Preis 
von Left Book Club wahrscheinlich in Hunderttausend und mehr Exemplaren verbreitet werden. Diese 
Propaganda wirkt z. Zt ungeheuer, jetzt folgen film auf Film die der Sensationslust der Massen frönend natürlich 
immer irgendeine deutsche Spionagegeschichte vorführen, Grade die englischen Journalisten betonten mir 
gegenüber wieder, → (page 22)          
 
 

↓ 
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Welche Ausschlaggebende Wirkung in der Propaganda der Film im Weltkriege gehabt habe. Edinger sagte mir, 
dass man im British Council z. Zt. darüber berate, wie man den Tonfilm für die Propaganda der nächsten Zeit 
einsetzen soll, um seine Wirkung in die Gesamtwirkung miteinzuspannen. Die Konzentration ist ungeheuerlich. 
Wo ich auch hinkomme und das Gespräch auf die gespannte Lage kommt, immer wieder stoße ich auf bewusste 
englische Propaganda. Es ist garnicht mehr möglich vernünftig mit Engländern über die Entwicklung zu reden. 
Sie sind alle derartig voreingenommen, und zwar bereits unbewusst, dass alles und Jedes was man als deutsches 
Argument vorbringt einfach abprallt. So stark dokumentiert sich hier die Abwehr-Atmosphäre geistig. Jede 
deutsche Äußerung hier (England) im Lande, ist bereits Angriff oder Spionage. Man sehe den Fall des „The 
Link“. Seit über zwei Jahren habe ich über und immer wieder berichtet. Heut behauptet der Innenminister im 
Parlament auf der Basis der längst vollkommen vergifteten Volksstimmung, dass der Link eine von den 
deutschen bezahlte Propagandainstitution in England sei. Ich erinnere mich so genau der Tage als der Link in der 
Gründung begriffen war. Ich habe damals den Admiral Sir Berry Domville zwei mal vor kleinem Kreisen 
sprechen hören. Ich weiß aus Unterhaltung mit Engländern bei Diners und Empfangen und an der Bar, dass diese 
englisch deutsche Gründung durchaus dem Geist der Zeit entsprach und begrüßt wurde. Damals also vor über 
zwei Jahren war es jedem Engländer oben und unten vollkommen gleichgültig woher das Geld kam, womit die 
Maschinerie des Vorstandes und der reinen Routine der Bekanntmachungen an die Mitglieder bezahlt wurde. 
Irgendjemand musste doch das Geld geben, wobei sich der Geldgeber wie das hier zu Lande (England) Sitte ist 
zumeist durch eine Privatperson repräsentieren lässt, die reich ist.  Jetzt wird mit einem Male ausgegraben, dass 
das Geld nur von den deutschen gegeben worden sei, und zwar vom Propagandaministerium oder nach einer 
anderen Version von der Organisation Ribbentrop.  Jetzt werden mit einem Male alle diejenigen mit Namen 
genannt, die überhaupt jemals mit dem Link und seine Organisation in der antideutschen gesamt Atmosphäre 
auf.  Das ist ganz typisch das, was der Engländer mit Blackmail bezeichnet, was in diesem Falle politische 
Erpressung bedeutet. Da der Engländer immer nur das erfasst, was ihm schaden könnte, haben die Zeitungen mit 
der Linkgeschichte eine reiche Ernte.  Als der Link noch ein gutes harmloses Kind war, wurde sein 
Völkerverbinder Nutzen als selbstverständlich aufgenommen und überhaupt nicht beachtet. In dieser englischen 
Technik liegt ein vollendetes System, dem man mit der rein sachlichen Begründung von Gut und Bösem Recht  
und Unrecht nicht beizukommen vermag.  In diesem Sinne scheint es mir das Gegebene von Deutschland aus die 
ganze Linksorganisation am besten totzuschweigen und überhaupt nicht mehr darauf einzugehen. Als an mich 
persönlich die Aufforderung zur Teilnahme an der Salzburger reise herantrat, habe ich Sie unbeachtet gelassen. 
Ich glaube, das war die beste Taktik, um eine deutsche Person mit z.Zt. ins  → (page23) 
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Breite gehenden Verdächtigungen zu entziehen. 
 
 Ein anderer Fall der in der technischen Behandlung durch die Englische Propaganda ähnlich liegt, ist 
der der Broschüre „Danzig“. Ich habe mir diese Broschüre auch beschafft und sie durchgelesen. Wir haben hier 
den typisch deutschen Fall, dass eine Berliner Organisation versucht seinem Konfliktobjekt mit reiner Logik und 
dem Vorschlag Recht und Unrecht vernunftgemäß unterscheiden zu können, beizukommen versucht. Schief 
gesehen, meines Erachtens! Wenn der Engländer in Spannungszeiten denkt, so gibt es nur eines: Right or wrong 
my country.  Jede kühle Logik des Anderen prallt an dem unerhörtes? Ausgesprochenen Nationalbewusstsein 
des Engländers ab. Der Fall Danzig ist von der Führung zum Prestigefall Englands gestempelt worden. Folglich 
haben sich die Streitenden, d.h. Polen und Deutschland zu fügen und Ruhe zu halten. So will es England. So hat 
man einem Babelturmbau, von Lügen, Verdrehungen und besonders Fortlassungen aufgerichtet. So hat man 
unter Führung der Times seit über einem Jahr Friedrich d. Gr. Als einen schlimmen europäischen Ruhestörer, 
Verderber und Kroberer gekennzeichnet. So hat man jede historische Entwicklung, in Sonderheit die ganze 
ungeheure konstruktive deutsche Wirtschaftsleistung in unsere Ostprovinzen bewusst und gewaltsam 
unterschlagen.  So hat man den Polen jedes, aber auch jedes Recht zugeschoben, und dies „Edle, friedfertige, 
ruhige und demokratisches Volk “als den vom Unruhestifter Hitler angegriffen Friedensfaktor Europas so lange 
gekennzeichnet, bin ?? eben die ganze englischsprechende Welt glaubt. So ist jene Atmosphäre entstanden, der 
die Times in ihrem Leitartikel mit wirklich abscheulicher Verlogenheit mit Bezug auf Polen und gegen 
Deutschland vollendeten englischen Ausdruck gegeben hat. Meines Erachten hört da jede deutsche Logik auf.  
Hier steht Recht und Unrecht Deutschlands garnicht mehr zur Diskussion. Die Engländer betrachten heute die 
Danzig Frage als eine ureigene englische Prestigefrage, für die sie in der Abwehr auf ihr Prestige in den Krieg zu 
gehen gewillt sind. So hat England von sich aus die Danzig-Frage benutzt, um die Machtfrage aufzurollen, So 
ruft es heute genau wie bei den Tokio Verhandlungen all andere Mächte der Erde zu Hilfe um sie durch 
Überredung, Bedrohung und Erpressung als Machtfaktoren bei dem kommenden Ausgleich sei es in einer 
Konferenz, sei es in einem Krieg auf seine Seite zu ziehen.  So hat England jede Atmosphäre geschaffen, die die 
Spannung verewigt, die als Krieg der Nerven erscheint. Zwischen Deutschland und England ist kein 
Friedenszustand mehr, sondern es ist schon längst Kriegszustand.  Wenn nicht der Genfer Völkerbund 
kulminierend in den sogenannten Pariser Kellog Erklärung den rein mechanischen Vorgang der Kriegserklärung 
als bewussten und überlegten „Angriff“ vertraglich defamiert hätte, dann hätten wir längst den blutigen Krieg.  
So kommt es das ähnlich wie in Fernen Osten Europa voraussichtlich in einen Zustand gleiten wird, der zwar 
den kriegen von ehedem politisch nicht ganz gleiten wird, der zwar den Kriegen von ehedem politisch nicht ganz 
gleichen wird, aber äußerlich doch derselbe ist, d.h. es wird krieg herrschen ohne Kriegserklärung. → (page 24) 
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Als ich die gestrige Niederschrift im Bericht gemacht hatte, wusste ich noch nicht, dass die Times meinen 
Gedanken in einem Beitrag ihrer Berliner Korrespondenzen vollen Ausdruck geben würde. Ich lege den Beitrag 
im Ausschnitt bei. Ich glaube dieser Beitrag ist geradezu ein klassisches Beispiel dafür, dass kein Engländer 
dieser Tage noch fähig ist die deutschen Angelegenheiten sachlich zu sehn. Der Berliner Times Korrespondent 
ist in seiner Darstellung so unerhört einseitig, dass man wohl nicht mehr darüber hinauskam.  Alles recht ist auf 
Englands Seite, alle Schuld ist auf Deutschlands Seite. Das recht der Verteidigung wird glatt abgesprochen. 
England ist der Untersuchungsrichter in dem Prozessfall gegen Deutschland. Ich kann nur empfehlen diesen 
Beitrag aufmerksam zu lesen, um sich über die Mentalität eines führenden englischen Journalisten der auf 
deutschem Grund und Boden lebt klar zu werden. (Just similarly was by Mr. Gooch defamed as von Salzmann’s 
ultimate proof of Erich von Salzmann’s espionage). 
   
* Mr. Cooch might not have been educated too comprehensively; and he was lacking an intellectual intuition - as 
to distinguish between espionage and the gathering of so-called: “open source” information. Poor chap, he might 
not even have been aware of it. 
Erich von Salzmann’s tough analysis, reflects his opinion, but in no-respect considering espionage; he lived > 9 

years in Britain, and knew the British ways of thinking, and the according implications, quite well. 
 
 
 
 

Closure of Chapter 4 
 

30th December 2021 
 

To be succeeded in due course 


