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B.3.a Mr. Robertson 
 Whitestone of M.I.6. telephoned me yesterday, stating that it appears to them difficult 
to locate Mayr exactly, and that they themselves do not feel that he is worth pursuing. 
 I am therefore submitting the case to you as I imagine there is a certain amount of 
background not available from the file, and I should be glad for decision as to whether we 
wish to continue pursuing Mayr.  M.I.6. feel that, unless he is to be put to special use, he 
would be due for repatriation fairly shortly and that we should let things stand. 
B.3.a. 19.12.47   K.A.F. Hornby 
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Franz Mayr photo 1 
Caption Mayr 1952 



 

 
Left to right 

Top row 
Blume – Köndgen – Holzapfel – Mayr 
Bottom Row 
Grille – Rockstroh 

 
Left to right 

Top row 



Rockstroh – Blume – Mayr 
Bottom Row 

Köndgen – Grille - Holzapfel 
(AOB: look, that all the time Mayr is expressing his apparent personality, whereas his 

German colleagues are expressing quite timid.) 
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Wahnerheide 551    Headquarters  

Intelligence Division 
Wahnerheide 
  BAOR 19 
 7 March 1952 

 Subject:  P.F. Studer-Mayer 
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Subject: Peter Franz Studer-Mayer 

         (formerly known as Franz Mayer) 
      (AOB, they should mean Franz Mayr)  
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Briefly, Studer-Mayer is now manager of the export-import firm Terramar G.m.b.H.. We have 
kept a watch on this firm for some time. It was reported in Jan 1949 to be used as a cover for 
the recruitment of ex-SS and Wehrmacht officers to foreign countries, particularly Syria and 
Egypt. Studer-Mayer is reported to have toured Egypt, Syria and the Lebanon at the end of 
1949.  We believe that during this trip and his return to Germany, Studermayer made 
arrangements for members of the U.S. sponsored German intelligence (AOB, known as 
Organisation Gehlen, maybe not like by British S.I.S. branches) headed by General Gehlen to 
be recruited into an unofficial German Military Mission in Syria.  Since this time, Studer-
Mayer and Teramar G.m.b.H. appear to be mainly concerned with arranging the sale of 
weapons and various Army stores to Middle Eastern countries, mainly Egypt and Ethiopia. 

 
We have written to M.I.6 at length about these activities; our reason for writing to you is that 
Studer-Mayer has applied for a visa to enter Sudan.  He intends to stay four days to visit the 
firm of Messrs. Seferian & Co P.O.B. 190, Kartoum.  We do not know the date of his journey 
but he will travelling with passport no.0516028 issued at Munich on 6 Oct 50, in the name of 
Peter Franz Studer-Mayer, born 15.11.1914 at Brünn. We attaché two copies of a recent 
photograph. 
We do not consider that Studer-Mayer’s trip is for any reason other than the commercial ones 
stated on his application, but in view of his wartime activities you may which to be informed 
of his journey to the Sudan. 
      Sgnd D. Taylor 
      For Major General, Chief 
      Intelligence Division  
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Heinz Reithage 

An officer who apparently interrogated the above mentioned in the Middle East, whose name 
is made blank met him on 21st September, 1948, in London, and reported to us that he has 
now granted civilian status. He intends to return to the Middle East after visiting his home in 
Dortmund, Germany, in November or December this year.  He said that he had many contacts 
with the Middle East, and is busy learning Arabic. 
Blank remembers  that this man was concerned in the escape of Franz Meyer, in Egypt, and 
that he was recommended by S.I.M.E. for permanent detention  
(AOB, who was legally controlling British S.I. civil-servants, if any?)(AOB, my so far long 
going experience, there most likely existed no legal jurisdiction, then that of the moods of 
their S.I.S. civil-servants.  
 We do not think that release for “permanent detention” is surprising, as we believe that 
many similar cases were so treated.  
 We thought, however, that as he was previously concerned in escape activities he may come 
to your notice on his return to the Middle East. 
 We have no record on this man in our registry, nor can reference to him be found in 
the Franz Meyer file. 
 We shall be glad to know if you are interested in this information. Could you please 
confirm that the details given about Reithage’s original arrest and the recommendation for his 
“permanent detention”, as given by kept blank are correct, and was he to be interned in the 
Middle East or the U.K.  
     Sgnd: Sir Percey Sillitoe 
4th October 1948. 
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Kept blank  remembered that Reithage had been sent to the U.K. for permanent detention 
which S.I.M.E had recommended. (AOB, May we conclude that God was among S.I.M.E 
servants?)  
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… 
 The only information available on him is from a copy of the “Dienstalterliste der 
Schutzstaffel edition 1 Dec 38 
12870 follows: 
  Mayr Franz 
  Born 15.11.14 
  Stab  RF – SS 
  NSDAP No. 3448015 
  SS No. 280750  
  Untersturmführer on 9.11.38 

This is like: falling out-of-the-blue! 
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      Franz Mayr 
      Born 15.11.14 
 The present whereabouts of the principal German war-time agent in Persia are 
unknown, and for your records we felt that some details should be in your hands, 
 The attached note will give a short summary of Mayr’s security career, but it does not 
in any way convey the strange personality of his master of subterfuge.  In our view there is 
every likelihood that the character will become to our notice at some future date.  He is still 
young and, unlike many Germans, has proved his stability to organise and control an 



intelligence organisation of his own, without adequate guidance or backing from German 
masters.  In addition, he has been successful in escaping from both British and French hands. 
It is obvious that it would be unwise to allow this man to return to the troubled territory of the 
Middle East.  What use the Russians could or would make of him is problematical, though it 
is unlikely that they would overlook his usefulness as an expert on Middle Eastern affairs.   
 We enclose a photograph of this man, and hope that the details sent in this letter will 
provide you with a useful background this man come to notice in your territory. 
       Sgnd. 

J. Chenhalls (AOB, MI5) 
(AOB, how to interpret your territory?)(AOB: could Mayr have got a better C.V.?)  
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Franz Mayr, born 15.11.14 
 Franz Mayr joined Sicherheitsdienst in 1940 at the age of about 30.  He had previously 
held a secretarial post in commercial organisation, and in addition was in Moscow with a 
German Economic Mission from December 1939 to February 1940. 
 In October 1940 Mayr and Raymond Gamotta travelled to Teheran on an SD Mission.  
They spent their first year making contacts among influential Persians and local tribes with a 
view creating a Fifth Column.  When they were surprised in 1941 by British and Russian 
occupation of Persia they went into hiding, and in September 1941 Mayr began working 
independently of Gamotta.  
 Almost immediately Mayr took steps to contact the Japanese in Turkey and entrusted 
them with a message to be sent to Berlin from Tokyo. 
In this message Mayr requested W/T sets and money, and suggested that K.D.M. (AOB, 
correct it should be: KDM) be used as his channel of communication with Germany. This idea 
was adopted and the receipt of the message was acknowledged in due course through KDM.  
After a number of abortive attempts to get messages through by couriers in August 1942, a 
Persian courier passed through a message asking for W/T operators and money, and in March 
of the following year the Franz Mission, comprising six German agent, was parachuted into 
Persia.  These men were untrained, ill-equipped,  and had little knowledge of the locality in 
which they were to operate, but Mayr set to and for some months was partially successful in 
his mission. 
 In August 1943, he was arrested by the British and held for interrogation in Cairo.  His 
name was put forward by the Germans for an exchange scheme during the war, but owing to 
this man’s extraordinary knowledge of the Middle east we vetoed this attempt on behalf of the 
German to get Mayr back.  On 26th August 1946 he escaped from custody  and was next heard 
of when arrested at Zürich, Switzerland, on 19th December 1946.  He had travelled on a 
Brittish passport on which he made various alterations in the name of Elsten Sporman, and 
had obtained a Swiss visa and a French visa. He was charged before the district court on a 
charge of entering Switzerland illegally, and the Swiss agreed to keep us informed of his 
release.  Unfortunately we later learned  that Franz Mayr was handed over to to the French 
occupation authorities on 3rd February 1947 at Lotstetten, which is about three miles of 
Schaffhausen. He was arrested and interned at Malsbach on 5th March, but escaped from his 
prison on the 19th of that month. 
Since that date we have had no definite news of his whereabouts though he has been 
rumoured to be in the American Zone of Germany in Austria and in Spain.  
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Extract from Memorandum ??  S.I.S. to Miss Van Duezer 
   Of Economic Warfare Dept. F.O. 

Dated 18.12.47 
Mayr Franz 
 Native of Bavaria, fought as Lieutenant with the East Prussian Armoured Division in 
Poland and was later employed on special duties in Paris. Arrived at Pavlei on 8.11.40 with 
Roman Gamotta an was given a post in the “Nouvelle Iran Express Co*.” where he was 
ostensibly responsible for imports from Germany into Iran: (Mayr) was sent out as the 
emissary og Grobba, the former German Minister in Baghdad, to persuade the Iraqi 
Government to resume diplomatic relations with Germany and to supply oil on special 
favourable terms: in this connection he visited the Iraq Charge d’Affairs in Teheran on 
November 17th, who was authorised by his Government to maintain contact with him:  had 
orders to work independently and not under the German Legation:  used Khosrovshahi’s firm 
as a cover address: as Meyer (AOB, Mayr) was mentioned as an agent in the Soviet note to 
the Iranian Government of August 1941: escaped from internment in the German Legation on 
September 15th, 1941, and was not recaptured:  is believed to have been in Teheran in April-
May 1942, and to have attended meetings of the Persian pro-Axis “Workman’s Aid Society” 
in July 1942:  is stated to be a fanatical Nazi and a member of the SS and Gestapo… 
Interrogated some time before October 1943. An important German agent. 
(AOB, also a not too poor C.V. isn’t it?) 
*(AOB, Maybe this had also connections with the Schenker Company.) Extract 31.1.48 
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 List B is not so easily dealt with, and the only helpful thing we can do is to give 
information about three of the characters who, in our view, should figure on any Hard Core 
List drawn up,  which would prevent them returning to Persia.  The whereabouts of the 
remaining persons are unknown to us, but I presume that an inquiry addressed to B.A.O.R. is 
the most likely method of learning their present addresses. 

 
 Roman Ganotea @ Gamotta @ Moritz  (AOB, he should likely be named: Gamotta) 
 At the outbreak of war Gamotta met Franz Mayr whilst they both in Germany and 
attached to the Sicherheitsdienst. The both volunteered for service in the Middle East and 
were eventually in October 1940 sent out there to create a Fifth Column.  They arrived 
singularly ill-equipped for their mission, and the occupation of Persia by the Russians and 
ourselves in August 1941 took the German colony by surprise.  Gamotta made a successful 
escape (whether assisted by the Russians or not is unclear) and passing through Turkey,  he 
reached Berlin in 1943 where he was decorated and broadcast about his adventures. He then 
became a senior official in the Persian section of the SD and plotted many other missions in 
the Middle East.  Gamotta has never been in our hands and it is now rumoured that he is in 
Cairo assisting in escapes from that area.. 
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CX/12789/10 dated 20.12.47 

         R.5.D.1. 
AOB an interesting finding: too often appeared CX/12789/… in my perception, CX might 
have been an S.I.S. reference number and the number 12789 being once linked onto Franz 
Mayr case. On other occasions these numbers had been wiped-out. 
… last September that “discreet investigations” in the U.S. zone had been without result. 

 
 Int. Div. has, I imagine, neither the time nor the inclination to follow the activities of 
every former S.D. agent. Even if  Mayr is tacked down, is there any action we can take?  
Admittedly he committed the offence of escaping from P.O.W. internment, but will the 
War Office bother about him any more?  However, I need not emphasise the fact that Mayr is 
a dangerous man.   
     Yours sincerely, 
     Sgnd, for C.D. Roberts 
K.A.H. Horneby Esq. 
M.I.5. 
 
(AOB, oh was Mayr in a P.O.W. Camp interned? If so, the War Office (and/or S.I.S.) 
offended the, The Hague Convention of 1908, confirming the rights of prisoners of war. To 
fresh your memory: Mayr was forbidden to write letters nor to receive these, for many years 
in succession! An offence? YES indeed!) 
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Date 20.5.47 
 Rudolff Nusssbaumer, who escaped with Mayr in August 1946, has been apprehended 
in Egypt, and has given the following information. 
 Mayr received a great deal of assistance from Sculfika Pasha 
 Escapee named Willi Mulhoffer stole two passports;  one, a British Passport, was sent 
to a Swiss named Marin Mauric, living in the Swiss Laundry, Heliopolis, who made the 
necessary alterations.  It was then handed to Dr. Zois of Cairo who forwarded it to Mayr in 
Switzerland. 
 Mayr, often uses the alias “Marcelle”. 



 Nussbaum is confused about the recent history of Mayr.  He believes that the passport 
involved was sent to Switzerland after Mayr’s arrest in that country that he is now at liberty 
and that he will probably return to Egypt. 
 . 
During his stay in Egypt Mayr was protected by a group of high-ranking Egyptian Army 
Officers. 
In return he passed to the Egyptian Army technical information derived from his experience 
in the German Army up to 1944  
(AOB, not in all respects very likely) 

File terminated 23-3’2018 15.00  


