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Part I 
 
 

Hellmuth Osmar Alberto 
 
 
 

My input: I have in almost every case created transcripts of the just reproduced file content. 
However, sometimes adding my personal opinion; always accompanied by: AOB, (My 

comment)  
 

Please do not multiply this document 
 

Remember: that the section-copies still do obey to Crown Copyright  
This document contains materials derived from these latter files. 

 
Its purpose: to be used as a kind of reference document, containing my personal selection of 

report sections; considered being of relevance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This document is based on my selections made from the above mentioned file series. 
Its aim being, among the historical context, also to point at the very facts of the liberty with 
which British Secret Services ruled about life’s, most often without a legal frame. And when 

this was challenged - all the tricks were being brought in. 
This latter annoyance, is found in quite more cases, like in the: My Ericson and Franz Mayr 

cases. They might even have not recognised this themselves, but it occurred! 
 
 
 
 
 

By Arthur O. Bauer 
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Loose Minutes 
cc Polf50-65-35 
    H/R13 
 
H/R5 
H/R8 through H/RE   16-1-1989 

Camp 020 SIME and SOE Files. 
1.  I think it would now be sensible for us to transfer all the Camp 020 SIME and SOE files to the 
Historical Section at Acton (AOB, district in London).  Unless you see problems, therefore, could you 
please arrange for the following files to be closed, fiched and the original files transferred to Historical 
Section and their subjects decarded from Ocular (into the research Index) unless there is more up to 
date information on the files, in which case they should be retained.  The files will not, of course, need 
to be “traffic-lighted” first. 
2.  Unless you see objection, I would have thought that the R5 files could be fiched at Acton along 
with the R3 files.  We shall need to make sure that R11 are clear that all these files are to be kept in the 
original fiching.  
 
S.J. Lander 
R0 
85033 
10 January 1989 
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 Captain Wright, Section V (M.I.6), telephoned to-day to say that the Foreign Office 
had agreed to the removal of Hellmuth from the Cabo de Hornos (ship) when touched at 
Trinidad (all ships had to hold for inspection when passing Trinidad) and to his detention. I 
have accordingly asked the Colonial Office to cable the appropriate  directions to the 
Governor of Trinidad. 
 
 Since it is clear from the ISAC (Intelligence Service Argentine Code)(AOB, the actual 
information was derived from RSS interception of W/T message traffic between Argentine 
and Germany. Delt within quite extensively:  http://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1487-
General%20Wolf-South-America-V3.pdf) material that this case will mainly concern the 
Western hemisphere the question arises as to how the American authorities should be given 
facilities for obtaining the information of value to them which Hellmuth will have.  Captain 
Wright had no really precise ideas as to this, and I propose to discuss the matter with him and  
xxx? as soon as possible. 
 
        H.L.A. Hart  (M.I.5.) 
B.1.B.  (= M.I.5.)  
15.10.43 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 

http://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1487-General%20Wolf-South-America-V3.pdf
http://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1487-General%20Wolf-South-America-V3.pdf
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Mr. Milmo and I saw colonel Vivian, xx? And Captain Wright about Hellmuth’s case at 
Ryder Street today at 2.30 p.m.  We explained to these members of Section V. that  ink our 
view not to be practical politics to remove and detain Hellmuth at Trinidad unless we first 
notified the F.B.I.  in some form that we were going to take this action.  The members of 



Section V present, while agreeing with this view, stated that owing to the agreements between 
themselves and G-2 (US Secret Intelligence) they could not sanction the communication to 
the F.B.I. of the substance of the case against Hellmuth derived from ISAC material without 
consent of Colonel Strong.  
 
After considerable discussion the following programme was agreed: 
 (a)  Section V should forthwith cable asking Colonel Strong to communicate to the 
F.B.I. the substance of the isac case against Hellmuth and at the same time to warn them to 
make no inquiries, and take no action on this information since it is proposed to remove and 
detain Hellmuth at Trinidad.  Colonel Strong was also to be asked, if he decides to pass this 
information to the F.B.I. to cable back to Section V the precise txt of such information. 
(b)  In any event the F.B.I. is to be notified before Hellmuth is actually removed from the 
Cabo de Hornos that it is proposed to remove and detain him, that there is a serious case 
against him, and that the results of any interrogation will be made available to them. 
 
(c)  Unless exceptional facilities become available for a speedy transfer of Hellmuth from 
Trinidad to the U.K. it was agreed that Hellmuth should be interrogated at Trinidad as 
exhaustively as possible.  For this purpose Section V are to cable out to Trinidad a full brief 
derived from the isac source, with  instructions to our joint representative to make the results 
of the interrogation available to the F.B.I. representative but not to grant any request by the 
F.B.I. representative to sit during the actual interrogations. 
  
(d)  If Colonel Strong decides to pass to the F.B.I. the gist of the isac information we are to be 
at liberty in addition to telling Thurston the bare facts outlined in (b), to communicate to him 
the gist of the information passed by Colonel Strong to the F.B.I.  It was agreed that although 
most of the information to be derived from the interrogation of Hellmuth may be of 
diplomatic nature, this should none the less be made available to the F.B.I.  S.I.S. (= British 
Secret Intelligence Service) would of course communicate this information to the Foreign 
Office in case the Foreign Office should desire to make representations to the State 
Department about the use of this information. 
 
(e)  If exceptional facilities are available for the speedy transfer of Hellmuth to the U.K. from 
Trinidad, the above program may be revised.  It was agreed that I should speak Mills on 
Monday to see the results of Section V’s cable to Colonel Strong. 
 
B.1.B. (M.I.5.) 
16.10.43     H.L.A. Hart 
 

 
16.10.43 To Colonial Office, re detention of Hellmuth 
16.10.43 To Home Office giving particulars re Hellmuth 
16.10.43 To D.S.O/ Trinidad, re detention of Hellmuth & transfer to U.K. 
 

↓ 
 



Please bear in mind: that these kinds of documents are running backwards in time, in contrast 
to the Minutes! 

KV 2/1722-1, page 7 

 
18.10.43 Telegram to Colonel Henderson, Trinidad, instructing him not to interrogate Hellmuth 

unless notified to do so. 
 
I spoke to xx? (Colonel Strong?) Section V., and asked him if I could  now tell Thurston the minimum 
information specified in (B) of my minute of 16.10.43.  xx? Agreed, and I have accordingly told 
Thurston that we are proposing to remove and detain Hellmuth at Trinidad because we know him to 
have been engaged in German activities in the Argentine and to have been in contact with German 
secret agents there. (AOB, to what I understand from foregoing files, was the Hellmuth was a diplomat 
and maybe even an  Argentinean) I informed him that the case was likely to be mainly a Western 
Hemisphere interest, and we were anxious, therefore, not to cut across and understanding which may 
exist as to dealing with such cases. We were, however, anxious to interrogate him as early as possible 
in the most effective manner and for this purpose it might become necessary  to transfer him speedily 
to the U.K.  Thurston said that he did not think the F.B.I. could have any objection to this course, as 
long the results of the interrogation were made available to them.  He is, therefore, cabling back to the 
Bureau the details of the case I have told it to him. 
 
Thurston confirmed that there would be no powers to hold Hellmuth if he was handed over to the 
U.S.A. and no effective means to interrogate him, even in Transit through the U.S.A. territory. He 
suggested that if Hellmuth could not go to Bermuda he might be transferred from there to the U.K. by 
direct British Clipper. 
 
If American assistance were needed in the provision of planes, Thurston considered that this could 
most easily be arranged locally at Trinidad but great delays and difficulties might ensue if it had to be 
arranged centrally in Washington or New York. 
 
B.1.B (M.I.5.) 
18.10.43    H.L.A. Hart 
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 I saw Mr. Ricketts, A.D.N.I., today, and raised with him the question of providing 
accommodation for Hellmuth on a British ship from Bermuda to U.K.  Mr. Ricketts made enquiries 
and found that there are a number of corvettes and frigates in Bermuda which would sail at a rate of 2 
a week to the U.K. and accordingly it would be quite easy to provide a passage for Hellmuth at short 
notice. 
 
 I acquainted Mr. Lincoln, Colonial Office with the outlines of this plan for the transfer to the 
U.K. of Hellmuth and he stated that the Colonial Office would have no objection even if it involved 
the detention of Hellmuth in Bermuda for a short period en route. 
 
B.1.B (M.I.5.) 
19.10.43     H.L.A. Hart 
KV 2/1722-1, page 9 

 
 I have asked Group Captain Plant to operate the arrangements for the flight of a Catalina from 
Bermuda to Trinidad to pick up Hellmuth and an escort of 2, in accordance with the scheme outlined 
in our cables (not necessarily sent by wires) to D.S.O. Trinidad. I suggested that the Catalina should 
not leave Bermuda till notified for a date and in the end we agreed that the Catalina should arrive at 
Trinidad on 28th October. On arrival the O.C. R.A.F. will notify the D.S.O. 
 I also rang Mr. Ricketts, A.D.N.I. and suggested that he might now make provisional 
arrangements for the accommodation  of Hellmuth on board the British vessel, ex Bermuda.  Mr. 
Ricketts, however, states that the sailings are so frequent that this should be done quite safely at 24 
hours notice preferred to deter action was necessary. 
 The D.G. (Director General), on appeal from Colonel Buttler, has consented to the expenditure 
involved in the return of the Field Security escort from Bermuda back to Trinidad. 
B.1.B. (M.I.5.) 20.10.43   H.L.A. Hart 



KV 2/1722-1, page 10 

 
Sir Ernest Holderness rang up today to state that Hellmuth’s case had already been submitted 
to the Home Secretary who had intimated that he would be willing to sign an 18BA 
Order(apparently to legalise the particular detention) immediately we notified the Home 
Office that Hellmuth had been detained at Trinidad.  It was arranged, therefore, that on receipt 
of news of Hellmuth’s detention we should at once telephone Sir Ernest Holderness, who 
would obtain the Home Secretary’s signature to the (special detention) order. 
B.1.B (M.I.5)   25.10.43  H.L.A. Hart 
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31.10.43    From D.S.O. Trinidad to Bermuda, cable re Hellmuth’s departure for Bermuda. 
31.10.43    Extract for R.I.S. 20/re Sicherheitsdienst. 
 
KV 2/1722-3, page 30 jumping forward about Hellmuth’s real status: 

 
And the following passengers came ashore:- 
 Colonel Velez, Argentine Military Attaché in Spain 
 Colonel Raggio, Argentine Military Attaché in France 
 Daneri, Argentine Consul General appointed to Hamburg 
 Pons, Argentine Consul General appointed to Berlin 
 Quiroca, Argentine Consul General to Genova 
 Alfredo C. Pons, Argentine Councillor 
 Mario A. Forno Benitez, holding diplomatic passport 
 Mario Alberto Hellmuth (likely more correct spelling), Argentine Assistant Consul 
 Martin Ponce de Leon, Argentine Consul to the Vatican 
 Ricardo Rivero Schwreiberg, Peruvian diplomat  
 
(This latter document is pointing at the illegal nature of this British action) 
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6.11.43B.I.B. note re attached form of statement which (Camp) 020could plausibly say to  
  Hellmuth, that they received from German source in Buenos Aires. 

 
(AOB, in my perception most astonishing, are, the very facts in which British Services 
exploited so often MSS informations, that the Germans - when really going into the causes of 
operational interruptions - that it is quite a miracle that MSS had not been blown, before the 
publications since, say, 1974)(I consider the main reason why they did not, is, that time-and-
again their experts declared their ciphers for being superior; which they, apparently, were 
not!) 
KV 2/1722-1, page 15 

 
13.11.43      MSS information re Hellmuth. 

 
D.B. 
 As directed I spoke to Gallop at the Foreign Office with reference to the final 
paragraph of Loxley’s letter at 47a.  I told him that we did not think it was wise at this stage to 
lay too much stress on Hellmuth’s alleged German origin since this was far from established 
and if the point turned our to be a bad one the fact that we should have relied upon it would 
weaken our position enormously.  Subject to this qualification, which Gallop accepted, it was 
agreed that Sir David Kelly should be instructed on the lines suggested in the final paragraph 
of Loxley’s letter. 
 Gallop told me that with regard to the call made at the Foreign Office by the Argentian 
Ambassador, we will in due course be consulted by Loxly as to the attitude to be adopted. 
 
B.1.B (M.I.5)  17.11.43  H.P. Milmo 
 
(AOB, the Foreign Office wasn’t feeling quite well in the diplomatic implication concerned) 

 



B.1.B. (M.I.5) 
 You will wish to see the report of the S.C.O. Portsmouth dated 13.11.43 at 54x with 
regard to the zealousness of the Captain of the Marines  
B.1.B.  18.11.43     S.H. Noakes. 
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 I spoke to xx? About his letter at 63a.  I said that as far as I could see the only purpose 
that the action suggested would serve would be to build G-2 (US military intelligence branch) 
 To give the maximum assistance to the F.B.I.  He argued that if G-s were only going to 
disclose the IZAK where it was confirmed by the interrogation report, their contribution 
would not be a particularly profitable one.  It seemed to me that this would have to make up 
their minds whether they were prepared to disclose the IZAK or a paraphrase of it toto, at the 
same time making stringent stipulations as to the use to which it can be put,  Ferguson told me 
that the S.I.S. had already notified G-2 that Hellmuth had broken on the lines of the 



information contained in Most Secret material (MSS) and had advised them to approach the 
F.B.I. and if necessary the State Department, with a view to preventing any precipitate action 
by the F.B.I. which might lead to a discontinuance of IZAK.  I said that if S.I.S. had already 
done this it seemed to me more than ever unnecessary for them to communicate an advanced 
summary of our interrogation report to G-2 before it had been passed to the F.B.I.  I pointed 
out that while we thoroughly appreciated the necessity for preventing ill-considered action by 
the F.B.I. they were the department primarily concerned with the case of Hellmuth.  If 
therefore they found us communicating our interrogation report in advance to G-2 they would 
undoubtedly regard our action as a breach of faith. This was a situation which we wished to 
avoid at all costs. 
 Xx? Ended by accepting the terms of our letter at 62a.  It was agreed that we would 
simultaneously hand a copy of the report to Thurston and to S.I.S. and that Thurston would 
receive no covering letter at all. 
D.B. 22.11.43       

(Were they really their best friends?) 
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 After discussion with D.B. I spoke to Colonel Stephens yesterday and asked him to make 
certain amendments in paragraph 6(b) of his Y.P. of the 19th November serial 61a, and in the 
interrogation report dated 18.11.43 attached to same. Amendments were necessary in order 
 (a)  That the documents delivered to S.I.S. and to the F.B.I. should be identical and 
 (b)  That we could not be accused of passing to the F.B.I. information which was  
     derived from sources to which the F.B.I. were denied access. 
 The Y.P and interrogation report as amended are filed at serial 65a.  It will be observed that 
these amendments do not alter the substance of the report or in any way add to or detract from the 
factual matter spoken to by Hellmuth. Moreover, they do not affect the accuracy of the report in any 
way. 
B.1.B. (M.I.5)  23.11.43     H.P. Milmo 
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Director General. 
 I must apologise for the delay in lettering you an opportunity of reading this file which 
has been heavily in action throughout the past week. 
 
 You will find at serial 76am a convenient summary of the case which has been 
compiled by Captain Noakes and I would also suggest that you would be interested to read an 
account of the welcome which Colonel Stephens (C-in-C of Camp 020) afforded to Hellmuth 
and which is the first document after the Y.P. at 61a. 
 
 Probably the most important piece of information which has been extracted from this 
individual is the name and identity of the head of the S.D. in Argentine (AOB, did they mean 
Becker?) It was known from most secret sources (MSS)  that this man’s name was to be 
Hellmuth’s password in Madrid.  The ingenuity of Lt. Beith, as evidenced by serial 67a and 
the Photostat document attached, is I think worthy of notice. 
B.1.B. / 26.11.43     H.P. Milmo 
KV 2/1722-1, page 31 

 
Last permanent address: Esmaralda 1277, Buenos Aires 
Proposed address c/o Consulate Barcelona 
Reasons for journey  Special Mission for Argentine government 
Arrival Trinidad 29.10.43, Cabo de Hornos, left Trinidad 31.10.43 … 
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 The Argentine Ambassador protested to Sir Alexander Codogan on the 15th November that a 
telegram which an Argentine Official sent to his Government when Hellmuth was detained had only 
just been received. It is clear from Blue Jacket of the 13th that this is untrue since the Argentine 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs received the information from the Consular Official on the 4th November.  
The facts about this telegram are as follows:- 
 
 The Argentine Consul Quiroga handed in a telegram concerning Hellmuth’s detention soon 
after it had taken place of the 30th October.  The question of the release of this telegram was referred to 
England and authority of release was referred to England and authority of release was cabled to 
Trinidad on the 4th November.  As will be seen from the B.J. above referred to the telegram was in fact 
at once released and reached its destination on the same day. 
 



 As regards to that part of the protest which refers to the fact that no report has been received 
from the Argentine Consul at Port of Spain, there is no trace here of any attempt to delay or suppress 
such a report if in fact the Consul made one.  The only occasion on which Hellmuth himself is known 
to have requested to see Consul was when the ship in which he was travelling to his country called at 
the Azores. 
 
B.1.B. (M.I.5) 25.11.43   Captain S.H. Noakes.  
 
KV 2/1722-2, page 9 

 
 

 



.. 
3.My appreciation of the situation was as follows:- 
 
 The first step was to break down Hellmuth’s reliance upon privileges attaching to his 
diplomatic status and his consular appointment. 
 The second step was to induce Hellmuth to believe it was not incompatible with his 
duties as an officer to give information. 
 The third step, and that could only take place when the first two had been completed, 
was to proceed with an Intelligence investigation without recourse to Source. 
4. I  saw Hellmuth on 17.11.43, The verbatim is attached. Later I received a report that 
the man appeared perturbed in his cell and was talking to himself.  I accordingly asked Major 
Short to see the man on an unofficial basis and to give him good advice.  This carried out 
admirably. 
5. The investigation has since proceeded by statements and by interrogations. It will be 
seen from the statements that there are a number of saving clauses.  Moreover, late last night 
there were indications that Hellmuth was hardening. Major Short and I accordingly changed 
from persuasion to attack. 
6. Much of the following information has already been given to D.D.B. by me over the 
Scrambler (AOB, a voice-inverter), but it may be convenient to set out the salient features as 
follows:- 

a) Hellmuth admits he was the special envoy of President Ramirez and that he 
expected  

 to have interviews with Hitler and probably Himmler.  
 b) Hellmuth would be approached by a man in Bilbao who would say, “Saludos 

de parts de Señor Sigmund (Siegfried?) Becker”. Hellmuth would assent and mention 
the “Hauptsturmführer”.  (in German military ranking a Hptm or Captain)(would a 
Captain being the head of S.D in South America?) 
 from this it is apparent that Siegfried Becker was a man of supreme importance 
(nonsense!, they do not understand the SS ranking system) 

KV 2/1722-2, page 11 

 
 In the course of the interrogation Hellmuth declared that his real mission was 
concerned with the Wehrmacht.  Most of this dealings had been with Wolf (since January 
1943 the Military Attaché at the Buenos Aires Embassy, Wolf had nothing to do with the S.D. 
as he was engaged in regular Abwehr matters, mainly guided by Admiral Buerkner’s 
Amtsgruppe/Ausland) He also had been instructed to contact the Reichssicherheitshauptamt 
(R.S.H.A.), but maintained that he knew little about this organisation.  He did confirm, 
however, that he would be contacted by an agent of the organisation whose name was 
Schellenberg. (nonsense! Dr. Walter Schellenberg was head of  the entire Amt VI, which 
branch had no direct engagements with S.D. matters!).  He could not say that Schellenberg 
would travel all the way from Berlin to Spain to meet him, as they would meet in Berlin in 
any case. 
 
 

↓ 
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 You may be aware that there is certain information relating to Hellmuth and the 
German activities in the Argentine of which you, we and G-2 are in possession, but which the 
F.B.I. have not been given. 
 
 G-2 in Washington are in a position to divulge some of this material to the F.B.I. and it 
may well be that if we can give them some particulars of Hellmuth’s statements before they 
reach Hoover, they will be in a position not only which they will undoubtedly strt in the 
Argentine, but also will be able to arrange through the State Department that there will be no 
unnecessary publicity. 
  
 I note that you propose giving us a copy of the report at the same time that you hand a 
copy to Thuston. In the circumstances explained above, I should be grateful if you could 
arrange to give a copy of the report at any rate half a day before you hand a copy to Thurston.  
 

(they might not like their major Ally very much) 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
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Interrogation of Hellmuth at Camp 020 
By Lieut. Colonel Stephens. 

 
Interpreter:  Lieut. Beith     Date: 17.11.43 
Present: Major Stimson     Time 10.00 – 10.30 hrs 
   Major Short      language:  Spanish 
(Please be aware, that someone is speaking with in his thoughts, that Britain rules the waves, 
which quite shortly thereafter was no longer, for ever, the case) 
Stand here.  I intend to talk to you (ment Hellmuth) in measured terms today. I am speaking 
with authority, and full authority of great Britain in war. My observations do not invite any 
replies from you and I shall regard any interruptions as an incipient indiscipline. (arrogance?, 
they aren’t aware of their soon faith awaiting) 
 
 De facto, you are a prisoner of the British Government. You are held by me under 
warrant signed by the Home Secretary. The overt act is contraband in war.  The Proof of it is 
found in one of your own documents (a true lie!) and a part of that document will be read out 
to you. It is a letter dated 1st October, 1943.  The letter is written to “my dear friend Holm”. 
 It introduces Hellmuth to Holm. I that letter it says:- 
 
 “I also add a list of precison-measuring instruments which I should be delighted to 
receive through a channel which my friend will explain to you, together with the following 
machines”. 
  
 That is contraband in war. (whose war?) That is an act contrary to neutrality in war 
(but Argentine was not at war!). In point of fact you are trading with the enemy. Inevitable 
you have found your way into a British Secret Service prison. 
 
 Now the British Secret Service does not make mistakes. 
We may be slow but we are very sure.  And when we are sure, we strike very swiftly. For that 
reason you were arrested. You were arrested in spite of spurious diplomatic cover. (those 
speaking this way weren’t aware of the diplomatic implications)  You were taken to Bermuda 
by air and then you were brought from Bermuda to this country (England) in a great ship (a 
frigate?).  It pleases me to remember that the “Ajax” that great ship, struck a blow at the heart 
of Germany.  It knocked out the “Graf Spee” into ignominious oblivion. (just where they were 
gliding-in themselves)  
 
 It also pleases me to think that the great ship has struck a blow at the unreal Argentine 
Republic controlled General Ramirez (had Britain broken off diplomatic contact, in the 
meantime? No, they did not!)  
 
 It also please me to think that great ship has struck a blow to the unreal Argentine 
Republic, controlled by this general Ramirez.  I say it is unreal Argentine to day because the 
President of the republic has had the dammed impertinence to indulge in unneutral conduct. 
And its is just by the way that we hold as prisoners here those who arranged for the escape of 
the crew of the “Graf Spee” from the Argentine back to their own country.  
 
 Well, you are now in the British Secret prison.  That fact is known to the Argentine 
President and to the Government of the Argentine.  What have they done? (typically causing 
confusion in the mind of the prisoner)    Nothing. Why?  I can tell you why.  In the first place, 
because the President of the Argentine republic is afraid. He is afraid of exposure, and so 
what does he do?  He betrays his envoy.  He regards him as a pawn which could be disposed 
of as of no account. … (mainly bluffing)  
 
 



(Do we have to trust all this? 
I truly doubt, as most is bluffing, because it otherwise MSS would have been too much 
disposes (disclosed British most valuable MSS sources) 
 
In many respect their vision isn’t reaching further than their rather limited scope; but they 
weren’t aware of that, because the war had not yet come to a conclusion. Since, they were on 
the loosing side of history, albeit unaware of its implications. 
KV 2/1722-2, page 36 

 
Captain Guy Liddell  

From Foreign Office to Buenos Aires 
No. 637 
17th November 1943   

Z-Z-Z-Z 
DEDIP. 
Most Secret. 
My telegram No. 593 (of October 27th: Hellmuth) 
Argentine Ambassador called (real nonsense because Hellmuth had been caught a few days 
thereafter!) called on for Sir Cagogan on November 15th to enquire reasons for Hellmuth’s 
detention, for delay which he alleges had occurred in transmission of a telegram (which the 
British deliberately have withhold!) on the subject from another Argentine consular officer 
travelling in the same ship and for the failure of Argentine Consul at Port of Spain to report 
detention. (AOB, the British did everything to delay such kind of transmission) 
 



2. Reply will be returned in due course on lines of my telegram under reference with any 
additional useful facts or arguments which may become available and which will be 
telegraphed to you.  
KV 2/1722-2, page 37 

 
Please read it yourself, is this truly a valid detention order incorporated? 
No, of course not! Because this in this form did not existed! There might have existed once an 
“Order 18 AB”! Not in respect of Camp 020 or any other M.I 5 or M.I.6 branche; but should 

have been granted on behalf of the Home Office! 
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My dear Guy (M.I.5), (please consider Guy Liddell’s wartime diaries 1942-1945) I enclose a 
copy of Sir A. Cadogan’s record of a conversation which he had this afternoon with the 
Argentine Ambassador about Hellmuth. 
 We have, of course, already got a good deal of material that we could make use of to 
justify the detention of Hellmuth. (AOB, what would have happened in case Argentine would 
have done reciprocal with also spying British representatives?)   We should, however, be 
grateful for any additional material that you may have acquired since Hellmuth’s arrival in the 
country (hence special Camp 020), as well as for any material to enable us to reply to the 
Argentine Ambassador’s subsidiary complaints. 
 

↓ 
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Immediate. 
 The Argentine Ambassador told me today that his Government had received news that 
the Argentine career consul Osman Alberto Hellmuth, travelling in the steamship “Cabo de 
Hornos” on a diplomatic passport from Buenos Aires to take up his post at Barcelona. had 
been removed from the ship by the British authorities at Port of Spain in Trinidad on 
November 4th (it passed some days earlier than that). 
 
 The Argentine Government would be glad of an explanation of our action in this 
matter. Further, they wish to point out another Argentine Consular officer travelling in the 
same ship had telegraphed regarding Hellmuth’s detention (capture), but that the telegram had 
only just been received.  Further, there is an Argentine consul at Port of Spain and no report 
had yet been received from him. (AOB, of course not, as it had been sabotaged on behalf of 
British S.I.S.)  The Argentine Government would,  therefore, be glad of some explanation of 
the delay in the reports of the action taken against Hellmuth.  
      Signed Alexander Cadogan 
      15th November, 1943.  
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4th November 1943     125059 
 Meynen (German Ambassador) of the German Embassy in Buenos Aires requests that 
the Argentine wishes should be met as far as possible. 
 
13th November 1943     12509 
 
 On 4th November the Argentine Ministry for Foreign Affairs were informed by 
another Argentine Consular Official travelling in the Cabo de Hornos that Hellmuth had been 
forced by the British Authorities to disembark at Trinidad.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
wished to protest about the attitude of the British authorities and to ask for an explanation on 
their motives for detaining an Argentine career consul.   
 
 

↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
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Copies sent  Colonel Stephens Comp 020 

         Major Mills, S.I.S. 
          15.11.43 
 I saw Sergeant Lyford this afternoon and obtained from him an account of his voyage in the 
Ajax from Bermuda to Portsmouth. 
 
 Sergeant Lyford with the assistance of Marines kept Hellmuth under 24-hour observation 
throughtout the trip.  He did not interrogate or make any attempt to extract Hellmuth’s story from him.  
Hellmuth, however, told him that he was proceeding from Buenos Aires to Europe on a secret  mission 
on behalf of President Ramirez, from whom he had a letter.  Sergeant Lyford asked him whether the 
mission was to Germany, whereupon Hellmuth shrugged his shoulders and said: “Well, The Argentine 
is on friendly terms with Germany just as she is with England.” It was evident that Hellmuth’s mission 
was to Germany.     
 
 Hellmuth appears to have been extremely angry about the treatment which he received in 
Trinidad.  When the Ajax reached the Azores, realising that he was in neutral waters, he asked to be 
given an opportunity of talking to his Consul and of communicating with Buenos Aires.  Neither of 
these requests was complied with. 



 
 Sergeant Lyford found the opinion that Hellmuth was angry rather than frightened, that he was 
very clever, and that he knew much more English then he would have on believe.  The line which he 
appears likely to take in that he, a neutral, was proceeding on a perfectly legitimate diplomatic mission 
with which the British authorities had no right to interfere. 
 
B.1.B. (M.I.5)  13.11.43     H.P. Milmo 
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4.Hellmuth posted twenty-four letters, all of which we managed to get hold of and they were opened 
and tested under ultra-violet ray.  The contents of the letters all dealt with his hurried departure (from 
Argentina) , comments on the trip to Rio de Janeiro (on the Spanish ship Cabo de Hornos) and in some 
of his letters, he referred to having as company on board “those devilish Germans.” In this letter to the 
Commodore of the yacht club Uruguaio, he asked him to pay his subscriptions while he was away for 
the next two months. 
 
 This list of addresses of the letters written by Hellmuth may be of interest in giving an idea of 
the circle in which he moves: 
(Please read this yourself)(it don’t look like conspirative)   



KV 2/1722-3, page 41 

 
 A discussion took place this afternoon between D.B., D.D.B. Mr. Hart and me at which the 
reception to be accorded to Hellmuth was discussed.  The man is at present on or about to be on a 
British cruiser and will arrive here shortly. It was suggested that rather than send to Camp 020 he 
might be treated with champagne and cigars on U.35 lines. (Mr U 35 = Klop Ustinov; proved, in 
various files, not to be the most clever Civil Crown Servant!) Apart from the technical difficulties of 
adopting this course which could probably be surmounted the meeting come to the conclusion that 
unless the idea of sending the man to Camp 020 was abandoned such a reception would or might tend 
to destroy the wicket at Camp 020 if the champagne and cigar technique brought no results.  It was 
ultimately decided to adopt the following plan:- 
 Some suitable officer who speaks Spanish xx? Name was mentioned should meet the vessel, 
see the Captain and travel to London with Hellmuth.  A dinner party should be laid on at some suitable 
establishment where Hellmuth could be entertained for dinner and could if necessary spend the night/ 
The decision as to whether the dinner party should actually take place should be made by the officer 
taking Hellmuth to London.  If the officer comes to the conclusion that such a dinner party would 
unlikely to serve any purpose or that the possible objections are greater than the possible advantage 
then he should take Hellmuth direct to Camp 020.   If on the other hand the dinner party technique is 
decided upon Hellmuth should nevertheless go to Camp 020 (whatever the results of the dinner party) 
immediately thereafter or if the dinner party, was a long one first thing in the morning.  D.B.B. is 
exploiting with the S.O.E. the possibility of their lending us a suitable flat for the purpose of the dinner 
party.     
 The whole of the above arrangements are subject to the following:- 
 D.B. is anxious that there should be no doubt in the minds of the Foreign Office as to what we 
intend to do .. 
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With Hellmuth and that we should obtain an assurance from them that they will back us up 
doing it.  D.B. will therefore write a letter (to be drafted by Mr. Hart (M.I.5)) making clear 
that if Hellmuth goes to Camp 020 he will be kept there for the rest of the war, that he will not 
be allowed to be allowed visitors, and that he will not be allowed correspond. (all in according 
Red Cross and Geneva conventions?)  This is to ensure that when officials from the Argentine 
Legation ask for visits the Foreign Office will back us up in refusing them. (typically a 
country lacking  basic laws, and where the secret services are ruling a Government)  The letter 
will go urgently and no action will be taken until we have a reply.  D.D.B. will enquire from 
Colonel Stephens whether xxx? (U 35 Klop Ustinov) Would be available next week if his 
services be required in the manner indicated. 
 
B.1.B. /EBS (M.I.5) 3.11.35     E.B. Stamp. 
 

↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
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Defence (General) Regulations, 1939. 
Detention Order. 

 
Whereas 

Osmar Alberto Hellmuth 
Has been lawfully ordered to be detained in Trinidad in Trinidad, a territory to which the 
Emergency Powers (Defence) Act 1939, has been extended by an order in Council made 
under section four of that Act: 
 And Whereas it appears to me that it is expedient is the interests of the public safety or 
the defence of the realm that Osmar Alberto Hellmuth should be detained but that his 
detention in the said territory is impracticable or inexpedient: 
 And Whereas I have made arrangements with the authorities in the said territory by 
which Osmar Alberto Hellmuth is ordered to be detained for his removal to the United 
Kingdom: 
 B?ow, therefore, I hereby, in pursuance of the power conferred on me by Regulation 
18BA of the Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, by Order direct that the said 

Osmar Alberto Hellmuth 
 While on board a British ship not being a Dominion ship and after his arrival in the United 
Kingdom be detained. 
      Dated this 1st day of November, 1943. 
 
       (Sgd. Herbert Morrison 
       One of His Majesty’s Principal 
        Secretaries of State. 
 
882191 
Home Office, 
    Whitehall 
 
(AOB, this Regulation form 18 BA was an essential document, which only could be inverted 
by another Regulation Form) 

↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
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Extract from R.I.S. 20/31.10.43 
The Sicherheitsdienst. Recent developments. 
Argentine. 
The main task of the Abwehr in Buenos Aires was to supply economic intelligence (I Wi)m in 
particular figures of American production details of American intentions for sea and air 
warfare.  Details of American interventions are expected from the Military Attaché, General-
Major Wolf.  For the supply of figures of American production, the Abwehr naturally relies 
on some of the many well-placed German business men in the Argentine.  Among this group 
of businessmen there is one who, though not actually part of the S.D. and even made large 
financial contributions.  Since May of this year he has been trying to build up his own 
independent organisation, within the Abwehr system (AOB, which one? Amtsgruppe/Ausland 
or Abwehr/Ausland Section I, or even at that time Amt VI-D4?) and under the direction of Dr. 
Cramer’s Abwehrstelle Nest Cologne (Köln). (AOB, this branch clearly headed by Abwehr I 
Berlin. Its W/T link had been designated Grün (Green))  In return for an undertaking to pass 
his political intelligence to the S.D. station (definitely not Grün but designated Red and was 
controlled by Berlin Havel Institut which was R.S.H.A. controlled), he was to be given every 
support by the S.D. both in his relations with the Abwehr (thus anti- SS (S.D) institutions) 
authorities in Germany and, as far as possible, with the Ramirez government; he could be 
helped in his relations with the Argentine Government through the S.D. agent 
Fregattenkapitän Aumann, Major Bernhard and other contacts in the Ramirez secretariat. 
(sounds quiet strange, as normally the O.K.W. and SS complex did not cooperate generally. 
What might be here the case, they (the British S.I.S.) did not possess a clear picture of the true 
circumstances)  The S.D. was thus able to negotiate with and influence the argentine 
government, while keeping its own personnel and communications in the background.  The 
Hellmuth mission is the climax of this policy.  Ramirez send a special envoy to Germany, 
who is instructed to report first to Schellenberg (once Section IV, in the course of 1943 he 
became the head of the military Amt VI which after 12 February 1944 was forced to merge 
with O.K.W. Abwehr section I, II and III.; Dr. Kaltenbrunner took charge of all) head of the 
political intelligence section of the S.D. 
 
Relations with the Embassy. 
Until the announcement of the Hellmuth mission, the S.D. people have always claimed that 
their relations with the Embassy are correct (not really!); that the Charge d/ Affaires has been 
kept informed of, and approaves, the negotiations with the government (is this the status of 
knowledge of Mr. Henderson in Argentine, once referred onto a being an expert in German/ 
Argentine affairs? I hope they possessed a better course.).  Their protestations on this point 
are difficult to understand, because at the same time they insist that they have ‘no sort of 
contact’ with von Meynen (the German Ambassador), and that he knows nothing of their 
organisation (AOB, German diplomats generally behaved ‘anti-intelligence’, their Military 
Attachés were also suspected).  The truth seems to be that the S.D. people themselves have no 
contact with the Embassy, but their link with Ramirez does make his activities known to von 
Meynen.  Although von Meynen has wished Hellmuth bon voyage, the S.D. now suspects the 
Embassy of trying to sabotage the undertaking/ It is not surprising that the S.D.’s independent 
diplomacy should at last be resented….  

 
It would be most fruitful when you digest also the main files: 

 
http://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-1487-wolf-argentine.htm 

 
Within the entire complex being dealt with exhaustively.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-1487-wolf-argentine.htm
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(ix)  Hellmuth was, however. In point of fact, a collaborator (an Argentinean) of the S.D. in 
Buenos Aires and would be able to give a clear exposition of the Argentine’s attitude towards 
Germany, and of the general political situation in the Argentine. 
 

Copies to Mr. Loxley (Foreign Office) and Service Departments.  
(In as much, might be truly debatable, but they had no other subject to detain) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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30.11.43  To the F.O re complaint made by the Argentinian Ambassador re detention of  
     Hellmuth 
30.11.43 Information from MSS (Most Secret Source, based on decrypted RSS intercepts,  

    Britain’s most valuable; even war-decisive contribution!) re Argentine        
    Ambassador’s protest’s re Hellmuth’s arrest. 

Nov.43  Extract from monthly summary of Camp 020 cases. 
1.12.43  From Camp 020, further information extract from Hellmuth 
1.12.43  To Camp 020. comments and suggestions by the S.I.S. representative in Buenos  



   Aires re reports on the Hellmuth case. 
1.12.43  From Camp 020, enclosing summary of traces. 
 
 Note for file. 
 
  Mr. Henderson of the Foreign Office rang up to enquire 
 (1)   Whether we now state if Hellmuth was or was not a dual national, and, 
 (2)   Whether it was true that his only language is Spaish. 
 
 Henderson stated that query (1) was regarded of great importance by the Foreign 
Office and its answer would depend what sort of reply they could give to the enquiry 
regarding Hellmuth’s permanent detention. 
 
 I subsequently telephoned Henderson and gave him the following replies which 
Captain Noakes had ascertained from Camp 020 (Lt. Beith).  
 
 1)  Hellmuth claims that he is solely Argentinian and denies that he has German 
nationality/  He admits that his father is now and always has been a German National/ 
 
 2)  Hellmuth’s only fluent language is Spanish. He speaks German quite well but 
rather slowly.  
 Henderson was anxious that I should have further enquiries made in Buenos Aires 
(they should have done this seriously before they started this silly diplomatic raw!)  as regards 
question (1) but I pointed out this really could lead nowhere; Hellmuth admissions re his 
father could not more favourable and it was up to the Foreign Office to ascertain the legal 
results of the facts were. 
(AOB, an imminent case of S.I.S. manipulating the truth, they forced a decision, without 
proving how the circumstances really were! (looking at it with the most possible sense) A 
tremendous shame, due to poor human behaviour, not with too much courage, but poor man’s 
behaviours)    
 
B.1.B. (M.I.5)  2.12.43     H.P. Milmo 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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B.1.B. (M.I.5) Mr. Milmo, 
 I discussed this case fully at Camp 020 on 2.12.43 with Colonel Stephens, Major Short 
and Lieutenant Beith.  They feel that although they have got a good deal way in unravelling 
the case they are now rather in an impasse.  The objection of the conference was to discover 
whether there was any mean by which we could provide them with a little more ammunition. 
Major Short suggested: 
 
a)that proof that Hellmuth was a member of the Nazi Society in B.A. would help. (poor men 
you should have done your work properly in advance!) 
b)information of the contents of the diplomatic bag carried by the Argentinians on the “Cabo 
de Hornos’ might provide the necessary jolt to Hellmuth. 



 As regards (a) of these suggestions, I pointed out that Hellmuth had admitted that he 
was a member of the German dining club, and I doubted very much whether we could get 
anything further about this. 
(AOB, ground enough for them to optimistically proceed in with someone’s liberty)   
 As regards (b), it seemed fairly clear that he only really incriminating letter in 

Hellmuth’s possession, namely that addressed to Holm at Hamburg, and signed by 
Harnisch, was only omitted from the bag by an oversight.  The way it came into 
Hellmuth’s possession was that it was handed to him was that it was handed to him by 
Pons about an hour before the ship reached Trinidad.  It was enclosed in an other 
envelope marked Hellmuth, No doubt Pons realised that there might be a British 
search at Trinidad and therefore wished to get the letter out of his possession.  It is 
known that in the bag were documents containing such material as lists of arms which 
were required, and it is possible that Trinidad may have been able to get a sight of 
these. I undertook to take this up. 

 
  Colonel Stephens was also somewhat worried about his inability to allow 

Helmut association;  apart from the personal and administrative aspects the lack of 
association prevented the interrogator from keeping any line on Hellmuth listening to 
his reactions. 

 
  I have arranged with Major Blunt that he will make urgent enquiries about this 

bag, and will get any report as quickly as possible. 
 
B.1.B. (M.I..5)  4.12.43   S.H. Noakes 

 

 
8.12.43  To the Argentine Ambassador , re detention of Hellmuth 
8.12.43  To Camp 020, re failure of two matters suggested by Major Short for further enquiry, 

re Hellmuth. 
9.12.43  Copy of cable from F.O. to Buenos Aires re Hellmuth 
10.12.43  Information from Blue Jacket 126155 re Helmuth’s mission 
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Note for file. 
 Reference serial 8a, I informed the Home Office (Sir Ernest Holderness) of the  
proposal stating that we were really neutral in the matter (AOB, a real lie, they were the  
driving power and leaving them no room for necessary reflections, proven in one of the 
foregoing notes) but, if it were possible to do so, we would like to assist the Foreign Office as 
far as we could.  I said that I had warned (really?) the Foreign Office that there might be legal 
difficulties in giving effect to the proposal and that the Home Office would have to be 
consulted. 



 
 Holderness did not receive the suggestion of the release and subsequent arrest of 
Hellmuth favourably and later rang up to say that he has spoken to Newsam who apparently 
took the view that it was impossible to advise the Home Secretary to give effect on it.  
Holderness said that he thought that the best thing would be for the Home Office to take the 
matter up direct with the Foreign Office to which I agreed and told him that Mr. Gallup was 
handling the matter at the Foreign Office end.  Holderness stated that there was no necessity 
for us to write him on the subject and that he felt that it would be best to leave the Foreign 
Office to put up their own case to the Home Office. 
 I subsequently telephoned Mr. Bromley telling him of my conversation with 
Holderness. 
 
B.1.B. (M.I.5) 23.12.43   H.P. Milmo 
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D.B. 
 I accompanied the D.D.G. to see the Private Secretary to the Home Secretary 
concerning the possibility of a question set down in the House (of Commons?) on the 
Hellmuth case in view of the publicity which was given to it in the morning’s Press and the 
B.B.C. Bulletin.  
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 



 

 
It was explained to the Private Secretary that several of the newspapers had contained 
statements to the effect that Hellmuth was being “charged” by the British Authorities.  This 
statement was untrue and, moreover, there could be no question of a charge since Hellmuth 
was not a British subject and had never committed any act of treachery within British 
jurisdiction.  The Private Secretary was told that the German Secret service did not appear to 
appreciate the weakness in our position. In dealing with these cases and few if any of the spies 
whom we captured realised that they could not be tried and executed. It would be most 
unfortunate if any public statement had to be made which explained the true position.  
 
 The Private Secretary, having communicated with the Chief Clerk of the House of 
Commons, stated that one could only have a question refused on the ground that the question 
itself conveyed or was likely to convey information of value to the enemy and that it could 
not be refused merely because the answer to it might convey such information to the enemy or 
because it might embarrass the Minister concerned.  The Private Secretary, however, asked 
the Chief Clerk if any question were handed in relating to Hellmuth to get in touch with him 
(the Private Secretary) in order that those concerned might have an opportunity of judging 
whether the question itself was objectionable on security grounds.  The Chief Clerk 
apparently agreed to do this and it was agreed that we should get in touch with Colonial 



Office to lay on similar arrangements with them in case the question were directed not to the 
Home Secretary but to the Colonial Secretary.  
 
 I later telephoned Mr. Lincoln at the Colonial Office who undertook to take the 
necessary steps with the Private Secretary to his Minister. 
 
B.1.B. 22.1.44      H.P. Milmo 
(AOB, judging the quite meagre results of the interrogation of Hellmuth, it is sad that with so 
little result someone’s liberty was at stake!) 
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2.   Hellmuth himself is not surprisingly bitter.  He is that laughing stock of the diplomatic 
world.  He knows he has been sold by his President; he suspected he has been sold by the 
German Secret Service.  Certainly he has been fooled by us.  Disgrace is his lot. In a word, he 
is utterly forsaken. 
 
3.   The British Secret Service, I suppose, have room for certain satisfaction, but the danger, I 
feel, is that there may be a loss of perspective. 
 
 In the first place , the rupture of diplomatic relations was not solely due, as the Press 
would persistently have it, to the case of Osmar Hellmuth.  In fact, a vast mass of information 
had been patiently collected before the case ever came to light. Indeed at Ham alone the 
Hellmuth investigation is merely one of two dozen cases of greater or lesser importance 
directly connected with the Argentine.  In perspective it should be considered as the 
culminating case in a long series of investigations. In view of their importance, it is not 
without interest to set them out in order according to their date of admission. 
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 Hellmuth was admitted to Camp 020 on 12.11.43 (that is after he arrived in England)   
he was very possessed and demanded at once an interview with the Argentine authorities.  I 
therefore decided  to ignore him for some days so that he might meditate in prison.  In the 
meantime, his papers were examined, but the only document which might be of the slightest 
assistance was a letter dated 1st October 1943.  It was written to “My dear friend Holm” and 
was signed Harnisch.  It introduced Hellmuth to Holm.  

 
Salient passage was as follows:- 
 “I also add a list of precision measuring instruments which I should be delighted to 
receive from a channel which my friend will explain to you, together with the following 
machines.” 
 
 The list referred to precision machinery and the interference was inescapable that 
Hellmuth was implicated at contraband in war. (AOB, oh, I doubt in respect to the Sovereign 
State of Argentine)  
 
 Outside this document there was some evidence, but it could only be sparingly used.  

 
5.Hellmuth first came to the notice of M.I.5 in 1942, when he was known, from a German 
source, to be an official of the N.S.D.A.P. As early as the winter of 1939 he had been a 
member of a German-Argentine group and in 1942 he was openly denounced by his former 
employer, Terracini, as a Nazi spy. (we will encounter this subject later) 
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Early Life. 
 Osmar Alberto Hellmuth was born in Buenos Aires on 23rd November 1908, the only 
son of a German father and an Argentine mother who was herself decended from the 
Schniedewind’s of Hamburg, who had emigrated to Argentina in about 1840.  His grandfather 



had owned an estate in Punta Arenas, in the far south, but his father, Max Hellmuth, settled in 
Buenos Aires as the salaried representative of the German firm of Alfred Wirth & Co. 
Erkelenz, and now lives at Calle Corrientes 424. 
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 In 1924, after his sixth year at the Alberti school and with special coaching, he passed the 
entrance examination for the Naval Academy, where he spent two years; his studies here ended when 
he failed to pass the mathematics examination, but even after leaving the Academy he maintained his 
naval interests and contacts. 
 In 1926 Helmut joined the marine section of the insurance firm of Hosmann & Cia., Avenida 
Corrientes 330, Buenos Aires, as a junior clerk.  A year later he resigned to make his way to Sannta 
Teressa, where he joined the local Ford Agency.  In the next year, while thus employed, he first made 
the acquaintance of Juan Harnisch, a German commercial traveller in oils and motor-cycle accessories 
for the Deutz firm (home in Cologne Germany). 
 In 1928 he left the Ford agency to return to Buenos Aires, where he found employment with 
the paper firm of Castillo & Sachse;  after only a year with this company he decided to return to the 
insurance and joined the CIA. De Seguros “El Commercia”,  Calle Maipu 53, where he remained until 
mid-1929. 
 As an outlet for his occupational disappointment – his earning was for the sea, Hellmuth 
devoted all his spare time, and especially week-ends, to rowing and yachting on the Tiger River; he 
became a member, successively, of the Hispano-Argentine Rowing Club, the Canotteri Italiani, and 
finally the more exclusive Argentine Yacht Club. 
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 After a year’s absence Dr. Nottebohm returned to Buenos Aires and opened a new 
consultation room at Calle Cordoba 795;  Hellmuth was again invited to his premises as living 
quarters and moved in shortly afterwards.   He was still working for the Franco-Argentina 
firm and his manner of life underwent no great change, although his excursions took him 
farther afield; in 1936 he made his first visit to Cordoba. In 1937-38 he took a course in 
German at the German Insitute, and in the latter year, on a visit to Mendoza with a Buenos 
Aires friend, Raul de Leon, he again met Juan Harnisch, who was staying at the Hotel Italia in 
Rosario. 

  

 
 In the winter of 1939 (what does this mean? Winter time differs from ours 6 month!), 
on the initiative of Dr. Nottebohm, a small group of German-Argentines, began to meet 
periodically – on the first Friday of each month – at luncheon par?ties held in the german 
Club, Calle Cordoba 731.  Only Nottebohm, of the group comprising Hellmuth, Carlos Peters, 
Dr. Andres Nottebohm, Dr. Guillermo Busch, Dr. Enrique Nagel, Emerico Stengel, 
Migbaquy, Luckhaus, Ernesto Maier, Julio Ellinger, Juan Seibold, and Juan Werner, was a 
member, no subscription was paid, nor was a contribution made to any special Nazi fund, and 
when a more actively Nazi circle meeting at the Club under the leadership of a certain 
Volberg began to question the Nottebohm’s group apparent detachment from politics and 
insistence on speaking Spanish, the reunions were transferred first to the University Club and 
later to the Yacht Club. 

 
 In January 1940 Hellmuth left the Franco-Argentino Company to join the Cia. De Seguros 
Sud-America Maritima Y Terrestre, Avenida Roque Saenz Penna 530, a greatly increased slary, 
following differences with his chief, Dr. Humberto Terrancini (AOB, he was openly denounced by his 
former employer, Terracini, as a Nazi spy) , who had never missed an opportunity to impress him with 
the fact that his success in assurance salesmanship was due less to his own personal efforts than the 
prestige of the firm (notice the foregoing red lines).  Helmut at this time was alo carrying insurance for 
the Commercial Union Assurance & Co., Ltd, Avenida Bartolome Mirtre 335, and was banking 
privately with the Bank of London & South America Ltd., Bartolme Mitre 399.  

 
 
 



 In October 1940, Dr. Theodore Nottebohm was killed in a motor-car accident, and in 
March 1941 Hellmuth was driven by the closure of his consulting rooms to seek new quarters 
at Calle Bernando de Irigoyen 1671, where he shared a flat with a friend, Enrique Salzmann.  

 
 Early in 1942 Hellmuth learned from two separate sources that his former chief, 
Terracini (we have noticed this subject twice before), who had unsuccessfully sought to 
discredit him with the Commercial Union Assurance Co. by hinting at his association with 
alleged Nazi activities, was busily engaged in spreading rumours of his own pro-Nazi 
activities.  He heard the story first from a girl friend, Srta del Castillo; and again from his old 
friend in Mendoza, Juan Raul de Leon, who told him that Terracini’s denunciations were now 
open and categorical. Terracini had recently been in Mendoza on business and at some 
gathering he had told a business friend of his Sr. Aguirre Cano, to beware of Hellmuth, who 
was “a very bad character and a Nazi spy”;  Aguirre had elaborated on the story and told it to 
Srta del Castillo and others. 

 
 During the Eastern Week of 1942, Hellmuth travelled to Neuquen, in Southern 
Argentina, to arrange the insurance on a new coal mine, Tungar, S.A., in the company of a 
friend, Gerardo Palacios Hardy, an engineer.  They met on the train of their 30-hour trip 
general Ramirez, then commanding the Calary Brigade and not yet displaying any personal 
political ambitions;  the general was on a tour of inspection which would take him to San 
Martin de los Andes, Cobunco and Las Lajas.  Palacios and Hellmuth were invited to join 
Ramirez’s party on the train and an animated discussion took place on coal-mining and other 
topics; and although later Hellmuth was to enter the service of the future Ramirez 
government, the two never met again.  

 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 In September 1942, shortly after Helmuth had moved to a new flat at Calle Esmeralda 
1277 -7°m new and disturbing reports of Tracini’s accusations reached him through a 
Canadian friend, Clifford Cameron, of the “Subte” Publicity firm, Calle San Martin 662, 
whom he had met when both worked for the Franco-Argentina;  Cameron had been asked by 
his firm to confirm whether the story of Hellmuth’s pro-Nazi sympathies and activities were 
true. He advised Hellmuth, whose protestations of the innocence he appeared himself to 
accept, to see Rasmussen, of Leng, Roberts & Co., Calle Reconquista 314, if he wished to 
dispose of rumours which must inevitably damage his business connection. Hellmuth at once 
saw Rasmussen and explained to him that the canard was being spread by Terracini, whom he 
supposed to be responsible for Rasmussen’s misgivings.  The explanation was evidently 
accepted, for Hellmuth heard no more from Rasmussen, who told him to worry no more about 
the matter. 
Later Hellmuth saw a fit to call on Mr. Andrews, Director of the Commercial Union, who 
assured him that if Terracini were indeed the source of the reports he need attach no 
importance to him. 
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 Meeting with Siegmund Becker: 
 Harnisch, in the meantime was completely au fait with all the new developments, and 
he, too began to groom Hellmuth for his mission, which already was acquiring a broader 
aspect.  It was only now that Harnisch revealed himself as an intermediary in his approach to 
the embryo diplomat;  for at a luncheon party arranged at Hellmuth’s flat in the Calle 
Esmeralda he introduced the power behind the scenes:  Siegmund Becker, Hauptsturmführer 
(= Captain, Hptm.) for Argentina. 
 The actual introduction was effected with some caution on the part of Harnisch: “This 
gentleman”,  he told Hellmuth, “is a collaborator of Colonel (General-Major) Wolf (nonsense) 



– “Don Pepe”;  he will make small arrangements for your journey from Spain into Germany 
and for your introduction to Schellenberg, the Reichssicherheitshauptamt principal (Amt VI, 
albeit he formerly came from Amt IV) and South American expert. 
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Conclusions. 

 The case of Osmar Alberto Hellmuth is less spectacular in its personal content than in 
its implications, For, although the former insurance agent was aware of the significance of his 
mission, as a amateur diplomat he was very much the innocent abroad in a realm of high 
intrigue.  He was easy prey for the Sicherheitsdienst ring in Buenos Aires, with its eye to a 
tractable intermediary enjoying the friendship and confidence of a member of Government by 
its very nature in sympathy with Nazi “ideals”.   The introduction effected, Hellmuth’s 
personal  ambition was whetted and his Government’s wishful thoughts, especially promises 
of sympathetic German compliance with their needs. 
 Hellmuth was offered no money by the Germans; his salary was a State employee for 
the duration of his mission fell considerably short of his earnings as an insurance agent; but 
there were compensations:- … 
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 Hellmuth vehemently denies any sympathy with the Nazis as such; he acknowledges 
his German blood and many German friends, but claims, above all, to be an Argentine.  The 
denunciation in Artuccio’s Nazi Octopus in South America” of Hellmuth as a active Nazi 
agent in Argentina over a year ago is not yet substantiated (not yet confirmed). 
 
 Nevertheless, today the man finds himself held as the confessed agent of the 
Sicherheitsdienst (implying not to be Amt VI) group in Argentina and the intermediary in a 
shabbily unneutral traffic in precision instruments, technicians and instruments.  
 
 

↓ 
 
 



 
 The guilt of Hellmuth is inextricably bound with that of the various members of the 
Argentine government who have conveniently chosen to disown him.  Hellmuth was not kept 
informed of Ramirez’s interest in the mission or of any direct dealings which the German 
group may have had with the Government, although Gonzalez certainly worked in close 
accord with Harnisch; but it is significant that Harnisch revealed to Hellmuth the great interest 
of Ramirez in the Reichssicherheitshauptamt at their first meeting.  Hellmuth, it should be 
noted in view of recent developments, had been instructed to inform his ultimate contacts, 
Himmler? And Hitler?, that the Argentine rupture of diplomatic relations with the Reich need 
not to be taken at its face value. 

 
 There is a sinister ring also about arrangements for the exchange of information 
between the Reich and Argentine authorities, the counter-concessions in respect of the 
undesirable diplomatic representatives, and the promise of further orders for Hellmuth after 
his establishment in Europe. On the other hand the factional strife among the Germans, as 
seen in the Embassy – S.D. conflict, and the fantastic indiscretion on forting evidence of 
confusion and ineptitude in the ranks of the enemy and their sympathisers. 
 In the light of these facts the belated and much-publicised Argentine witch hunt of 
Nazi agents can hardly be accepted as representing a swift change of innocent heart.  Thus the 
effective disruption of the Nazi-spy-ring in Argentina must await a radical change in the 
sympathies of those empowered to carry it out. 
 Hellmuth, in the meantime, is well held at Camp 020m where the investigation of his 
case continues. 
Camp 020. 
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↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
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Please digest it yourself 



 
 



 
I would like to invite you to read it yourself 
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Photo and description of Osmar Alberto Hellmuth 

Date and place of Birth: 1908 Buenos Aires. 
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 We were, as you know, on rather a ‘tricky wicket’ with Hellmuth! 
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126395        17th December 1943 
 
 It is learnt from Most Secret Sources that the reference to Hellmuth as a career Consul 
was to distinguish him from an honorary consul.  The Argentine Government is prepared to 
cancel Hellmuth’s appointment as a result of information given it by the British. (oh poor 
man)  He must be set at liberty for this step to be taken, and thereafter would be at the 
disposal of the British Government.  

 
 
 



 It is also learnt from Most Secret Sources that the British Embassy at first professed 
ignorance of the whole Hellmuth affair.  Hellmuth was taken off the ship at midnight and the 
back panel of his wardrobe was unscrewed and also taken away.  It is thought that Helmuth 
had been betrayed. 
B.1.B. (M.I.5) 30.12.43   S.H. Noakes 
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From Buenos Aires to Foreign Office. 

Sir D. Kelly  D.2.07 p.m. 16th December, 1943 
No. 1006 
16th December, 1943  R. 8.55 p.m. 16th December, 1943 
Immediate. 
Most Secret. 
 My telegram No. 999. 
 The Minister of Foreign Affairs, on whom I called in connection with other matter, 
raised this question and explained he had no interest in Hellmuth being really set at liberty. H 
was of Turkish origin (are they so mad!) and the Minister of Foreign Affairs professed to 
have agreed to his appointment, because all he knew was that he had been at the Naval 
College.  All he wanted now, was to save principle of diplomatic and consular immunity by 
cancelling exequatur on receipt of [gp.undec?a] statement that H. had been set at liberty. 
(AOB, is this the way S.I.S. was misleading (feeding) the Foreign Office and that like?) 



2.This is a typical of Latin American conception but I hope means can be found tp play up to 
it as I have intervened with the Minister for Foreign Affairs today at critical stage of railway 
negotiations. I should add that he is taking real action regarding Graf Spee internees and 
another pending question. (They are, in many respect, as mad as their enemy) 
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Most Secret. 
 Principal Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs sent for Counsellor today and 
read to him extensive extracts from Argentine Ambassador’s telegram on Hellmuth case 
including statements with respect to his previous career which have characteristically hurt 
Argentine (they knew damm well that their approach was a manipulated lie)  vanity but 
casting doubt upon genuiness of his appointment as an Argentine Consul de carriere. 
 
 2. The Under Secretary of State then admitted frankly that “advantage had been taken 
of the Ministry by those who recommended Hellmuth for this appointment and offered in the 
name of the Minister of Foreign Affairs to cancel his commission immediately His Majesty’s 
government had recognised his Consular rights by releasing him. This would enable his 
Majesty’s Government immediately to re-arrest him as a private citizen and the Argentine 
Government would offer no objection to his being kept under arrest or tried as an ordinary 
citizen.  
 
3. From the conversation, it is evident that the Argentine Government believed Hellmuth to be 
still in Trinidad and once the above, “point of honour” (very important to a military 
government) has been met, they have prudently decided to wash their hands of Hellmuth. 
 
4. It was suggested that the simultaneous release, cancellation of exequatur and re-arrest of 
Hellmuth could be arranged through the Argentine Ambassador in London. 
 

(This is how it goes, when no one is controlling) 



 
Hellmuth Osmar Alberto 

KV 2/1724 
PF 66044 

(Please notice the red stamps indication when this file had been called for) 
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(AOB, his signature is quite strong and steady) 
 
 
↓ 
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Hellmuth’s diplomatic passport 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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D.B. 
 Please see Noakes’ minute at 134.  It looks more than probable that there has been 
some leakage and the official sources which suggest themselves are F.B.I., S.I.S., Foreign 
Office, Colonial Office and Home Office in this order. As an unofficial source it is just 
conceivable, but I think unlikely, that on the occasion of Hoppe’s conversation with the 
Argentine Embassy while he was at large he may have got something over about Camp 020R. 
 
 I feel however, that far and away the most likely cause of the trouble is the F.B.I. in 
Buenos Aires for you will remember that in at least one previous case, namely that of Bonzo, 
there has been evidence that our reports are displayed rather recklessly in that quarter. 
 
 You will observe that I have written a series of letters with a view to checking whether 
one of our own Government Departments has been responsible, but I have of course taken no 
action with regard to the F.B.I. 
 
B.1.B. (M.I.5)  28.8.44    H.P. Milmo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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B.1.B. D.B.A.? 
 I discussed the case of Bonzo with the F.B.I. when I was in Washington.  Their representative 
in Buenos Aires is one Crosby.  He created a favourable impression on the local S.I.S. (M.I.6) 
representative, who did not believe that he had been responsible  for communicating the information 
about Bonzo which was found in the records of the Argentine Police by the Italian Military Attaché, 
Prati. At the moment the only possible explanation that he could be supplied was that bags from 
Washington to Buenos Aires had occasionally proceeded unaccompanied, and that the Argentinians 
might have taken a lucky dip.  They promised to look into this particular point and have thorough 
enquiry, they will also see that in future the bags are accompanied,  It may be that the Argentinians got 
the Camp 020 0r 020R from the Bonzo report and assumed that Hellmuth would probably be interned 
in the same establishment.  If this were so Hellmuth’s father may have obtained this information from 
the Argentine Police. 
 I think that as soon as we cleared the position with Holderness, Harington and Bromley, we 
ought to draw Mill’s attention to the possible connection in this case with the Bonzo incident, in order 
that he can press the F.B.I. to solve this matter in Buenos Aires.   
I told the F.B.I. that although we did not feel that any particular harm had been done by the leakage to 
the Argentine of information relating to Bonzo, we were seriously perturbed at the existence of some 
channel at present unknown, through which, through which information of a much more vital kind 
might be reaching the Argentinians or the Germans.  I pointed out that this might be a matter of equal 
importance to themselves and that therefore every effort should be made to clear it up. 
D.B. 29.8.44 
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17.7.45   Extract from Note to Camp 020 re Hellmuth’s departure 
8.8.45   To Foreign Office enclosing Hellmuth’s passport. 

 
14.9.45  Extract from letter from Home Office revoking detention (a form 18?) 
17.9.45  Copy of letter from Argentine Embassy to Foreign Office asking for date of sailing,  
   ship, etc. on which Hellmuth is to be deported.  
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25.10.45  Press cutting from Daily Mail, reporting arrest of Hellmuth on arrival in Argentine 
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Sept. 1947Extract from interrogation Report on Hans Rudolf Leo Harnisch 
Note C4a were asked to retain Hellmuth on HOSI (Home Office Suspect Index) B.1.D 
18.3.1949  (M.I.5)    Joan Chenhalls 

 
9.8.1951   To H.O.I.B. re change of H.O.S.I. (AOB, Home Office Suspect Index) coding. 

 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
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Extract from Interrogation Report on Hans Rudolf Leo Harnisch 
July-September 1947. 

PF 602815 
The Helmuth Mission. 
 Harnisch had known Hellmuth since his youth, and it was through him that he met 
Bernard.  Shortly after June 4 the latter asked Harnisch for an interview and described the 
difficulties Argentina was having in obtaining replacement parts for her industrial machinery; 
a trip to Washington by Lt. Colonel Wirth had been a failure in this respect.  Bernard asked 
Harnisch to meet the presidential secretary, Lt. Colonel Enrique P. Gonzalez, to discuss the 
matter.  Harnisch accepted and was asked to Gonzalez house, where he met Bernard, 
Hellmuth and Captain (later Major) Francisco Filippi, the son-in-law of the de facto president 
Pamirez. 
 
 Gonzalez further outlined Argentina’s difficulties in getting machinery replacements 
and went on to say that since the United States had refused to furnish them the Argentines 
were anxious to get the help of Germany at any price.  Harnisch suggested the Argentine 
Embassy at Berlin as the competent channel but Gonzalez informed him that the Charge 
d’Affaires, Luis Luti, was not in the confidence of the revolutionary regime.  As for the 
German Embassy in Buenos Aires, he was afraid that its intervention,  if invited, could not be 
kept from the Press.  Gonzalez therefore proposed sending a secret emissary to Germany, and 
put forth Hellmuth forthwith.  Hellmuth accepted.  For his co-operation in the discussions 
Harnisch was honored by an interview with President Ramirez, which he claims was purely 
social in character.  
 
 Shortly after this Harnisch discovered by chance that the German Embassy had 
already heard of Gonzalez’ plan, and that the German Charge (Ambassador)  von Meynen and 
the Military Attaché Wolf, together with the industrialist Ludwig Freude, had lost no time in 
meeting with Gonzalez, Farrell and other Argentine officers.  Freude subsequently gave a 
dinner to Gonzalez,  Farrell, Colonel Alberto Gilbert, General Domingo Martinez, Colonel 
Carlos Alberto Velez, Meynen, Wolf and others.  The upshot was that shortly thereafter 
Gonzalez called in Harnisch and informed him that his intervention would not be necessary 
after all – through a stroke of luck he had discovered an intimate friend of the Führer, Ludwig 
Freude, and he had been assured that Velez, instead of  Hellmuth, would be the ideal man for 
the mission.  Harnisch was astonished at this sudden switch and told Gonzalez so.  Almost 
immediately thereafter he was called in to the Embassy by Wolf and officially warned to keep 
out of the affair and to abstain from any further contact with the Argentine Government. 
 
 In the meantime word was going around in high places that Hellmuth was in pay of the 
British and Harnisch was anti-German.  In these rumours Harnisch thought he saw the hand of 
Freude.  He decided to go to the Cordoba hills for a vacation, to get away from all the trouble 
and forget about it. 
 
 According to Harnisch’s original account (i.e. before he had studied the Foreign 
ministry documents), it was not until his return from Cordoba that he observed Johannes 
Siegfried Becker to be involved in the affair. As Harnisch then understood the situation, as a 
result of the Embassy’s intriguing Hellmuth had turned to Wilhelm Seydlitz, whom he knew 
from his work as shipping agent, and Seydlitz had put him in touch with Becker as a man who 
could guarantee him a safe trip to Germany through his connections in Spain. (Later, after 
seeing the documents and talking with Utzinger, the prisoner realised that Seydlitz and 
Hellmuth had previously worked together in aiding the escape of Graf Spee internees, and 
that Becker had known about the whole mission for some time.) 
 
 

↓ 



 
 In any event, the Argentine switched back to Hellmuth after all and gave him his consular 
appointment to Barcelona.  It was decided to entrust the mission to both Hellmuth and Colonel Velez, 
who was going to Spain as military Attaché, but it was Hellmuth who was to travel to Berlin, through 
Becker’s SD facilities.  Once in Berlin he was to put himself in the hands of Commander Eduardo 
Ceballos, the Argentine Naval Attaché.  Before he left, Harnisch said, Hellmuth told Peron (later 
president) and Gonzalez that he was making use of Becker, although the SD chief did not at the time 
meet either of the colonels personally. 
 
 Originally it had been planned to send Hellmuth on a small Spanish tanker as far as Las 
Palmas, whence he planned to fly to Madrid.  But the Embassy’s intervention snarled things up and 
when it was finally decided to send him it was too late for this.  He therefore travelled on the SS Cabo 
de Hornos together with Velez and other Argentine officials.  Harnisch took advantage of the 
opportunity to ask Hellmuth to take food and gifts to relatives of his, as well as a request for precision 
tools from the firm of Holm in Hamburg.  But the prisoner said that by the time of his departure 
Hellmuth had lost faith in his, Harnisch’s contacts in Germany – which were the reason for his having 
been originally drawn into the discussion with Gonzalez – and before he left Hellmuth told Harnisch 
he did not intend to make use of his recommendations. This the prisoner attributed to the influence of 
Becker. 
 
 Hellmuth was arrested in Trinidad, and Bernard gave Harnisch that information on the same 
way as he received from the Argentine Embassy at Caracas.  On December 23, 1943, Bernard called 
for Harnisch in the official war of the Minister of War and took him to his last interview with 
Gonzalez.  The Minister was furious at what he considered betrayal by Wolf and Freude, and promised 
to see that they paid for their indiscretion as soon as circumstances permitted.  In the meanwhile he 
advised Harnisch to lie low, as there would be undoubtedly be international complications.  On 
January, 1944, Harnisch was arrested, and shortly thereafter Argentina broke diplomatic relations with 
the Axis. 

(AOB, it might show the idée fix of the British Secret Services in respect to the Hellmuth case) 
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Please digest this document yourself, as it’s value is mainly of curiosity  
 

 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
All quite formal 
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Note for File. 
 Colonel Stimson rang up to say that amongst Hellmuth’s property there are a number 
of cases containing goods such as lengths of silk material, sillk stockings, canned food and 
spirits.  He wondered whether Hellmuth would be allowed to take these things out of the 
country with him.  I discussed this with Major Forrest and we decided that as his stuff had 
been seized with Helmuth (it appears it was intended as present for Hitler, Himmler and other 
Nazi officials AOB, that perception they throughout this case have had, but it had not been 
proven at all!) it must be regarded as his property and therefore, there would be no reason 
why we (in M.I.5) should object to this taking it away with him. 
 
 I rang up Inspector Barnes of Special Branch (the regular service taking care of 
properties of internees) who will be in charge of the deportation of the South Americans and 
warned him that his stuff was in existence and would be taken with him when he leaves, so 
that he may obtain some sort of a permit if this is necessary.  Inspector Barnes did not know 
off hand whether it would be necessary but the matter is now out of our hands. 
 
B.1.W.    Pamela Stiebel. 
 
 

↓ 
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        Argentine Embassy, 
          9 Wilton Crescent, 
              London S.W.1. 
       17th September 1945 
My dear Mr. Gallop, 
 With reference to your note of August 1943, I shall be very grateful if you could let 
me know the sailing date and name of the ship on which Ernst Paul Hoppe, Oscar Liehr and 
Osmar Alberto Hellmuth are to be deported, whose documents have been renewed.  We are 
waiting instructions in respect of Juan Cavatorta Sindreu. 
       Sgnd Ricardo J.Siri 
        Counsellor 
R.A. Gallop Esq  Foreign Office Whitehall, Sent to M.I5 from Foreign Office for reply 25th 
September 1945 
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The Director General, 
Security Service 
 The aliens named in the attached list have, up to now, been detained in pursuance of 
Orders made under Regulation 18BA of the Defence (General) regulation 1939.  The 
Secretary of Stae has now made Deportation Orders against them and you are requested to 
instruct the Commandant, Camp 020 (Major Stephens) to detain them in pursuance of Article 
12(4) of the Aliens Order, 1920, as amended. 
     Snd: J.H. Street   14.9.45 
 
 

↓ 
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List of names who were repatriated to Argentina 

Andres Blay-Pigrau 
Juan Sindreu Cayortorta    detained at Trinidad 19.8.42  SS “Cabo de Hornos” 
Gastao Crowford de Freitas Ferraz 
Oscar Gillinsky 
Osmar Alberto Hellmuth 
Ernst Hoppe detained at Gibraltar 14.10.43    SS “Monte Albertia” 
Oscar Liehr detained at Trinidad on 20.5.43   SS “Cabo de Hornos” 
Fernando Lipkau Balleta 
Jose Lourenco Moreira 
Jose Francisco Javier Pacheco Y Tuesta 
Manoel Dias Santos 
Manoel Mesquita dos Santos 
Jose Santiago Rogelio Stevens @ Esteves 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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Dear MH (= Maude?),(M.W.V. Maude  Foreign Office) 
 
 Reference your CX/ ?? of 9.8.45 for which many thanks, I do not think that it would 
be appropriate to show to the Argentinians your representative’s copy of the 020 report on 
Hellmuth, but I can see no objection to this being allowed to seem or to their being 
communicated to him, the factual content of the report which is to be found in pages 2 – 12 
(half way down) inclusive.  This, you will observe, omits the introduction and the 
conclusions, which contain expressions of opinion and other matter which we would not wish 
to have shown to the Argentinians. 
 
       Yours sincerely, 
 
       H.P. Milmo 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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     Montreal, P.Q. 

Ref. 0879        19th October 1944 
 
Dear Guy (Liddell of M.I.5), 
 Reference your PF 65975  dated 4th September: I took the matter of the Bonzo and 
Hellmuth leakage up with George Burton and he has advised me that he is now reasonably 
satisfied that the Bonzo leakage  at all events resulted from the fact that the report was sent to 
the Argentine in an unaccompanied State Department bag. 
 
 Strictly between ourselves this may be the Bureau’s (F.B.I.) official explanation of an 
occurrence which is highly embarrassing to them but I am not altogether satisfied that it is the 
real one although I do not suggest that the F.B.I. know what the real reason is. 
 
 Burton was very disturbed when I told him about the Hellmuth incident and has 
promised to look into it.  I will go into this matter again next time I am in Washington. 
 
     Yours sincerely, 
 
      Cyril B. Mills 
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       Foreign Office S.W. 1. 
(AS 4755/64/G)      19th September 1944 
 Dear Milmo, 
 
 Thank you for your letter No. P.F.60044/B.1.B. HPM (=Milmo) of 28th August about 
the question of leakage as to Hellmuth’s presence at Camp 020. 
 
 Needless to say, no such leakage has occurred here, and we find it difficult to think of 
any explanation. You will, however, recall the case Ernesto Hoppe, who was detained some 
time last year at the same camp before being transferred to a hospital whence he escaped and 
got into communication with the Argentine Embassy. Please see the letter No. P.F.65983 / 
B.1.B/HPM (=Milmo)(Hoppe’s KV 2/2636 file series) of 18th January and connected 
correspondence.  Is it not possible that Hoppe’s contact with the Argentine Embassy at that 
time may have resulted in his mentioning the existence of the camp to them, in which case it 
would have got straight back to Buenos Aires? 
       Yours sincerely, T.E. Bromley 
 
        
 
 

↓ 
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       15th January, 1944 
Dear Sargent, 
 I am sorry I have not been able to reply before to your letter of the 28th December (1943) 
(A.11566/3089/G) about an Argentine national Hellmuth. We have been trying to devise some method 
of meeting the Foreign Office suggestion (AOB, likely sent on behalf of the Home Office), but I am 
sorry to say that we have had to come  to the conclusion that the legal and practical difficulties make it 
impossible for the Home Secretary to adopt the devices you suggest. 
 
 Hellmuth is detained by an Order under Defence Regulation 18BA.  Such order can only be 
made in respect of a person “lawfully ordered to be detained in any country or territory to which the 
Emergency Powers (Defence) Act, 1939, has been extended”.  The order against Hellmuth was made 
on the 1st November 1943m when he was lawfully detained in Trinidad.   Our legal advisers are 
satisfied that if the existing Order were revoked the Home Secretary  would then have no power to 
make another Order in respect of him under Defence Regulation 18BA. 
 
 We have considered whether, if the Order under Regulation 18BA were revoked, an Order for 
Hellmuth’s continued detention could then be made under any of the other wartime powers of the 
Home Secretary, but we have come to the conclusion – with regret – that we cannot advise the Home 
Secretary to take such a course. In the first place, there is a serious danger that if the legality of 
Hellmuth’s detention were challenged in the Courts, it could be argued with much force that if the 
Secretary of State → 
 
 



 
→had revoked his original Order, this was a clear indication that he did not consider the detention of 
Hellmuth to be any longer “expedient in the interest of the public safety or the Defence of the Realm”, 
and that between the revocation of the original Order and the making of a new Order, Hellmuth could 
obviously have done nothing to cause the Home Secretary to think there were grounds for his 
detention. 
 
 There are further practical difficulties if we serve a new order on Hellmuth. We should have to 
give him an opportunity of making representations to the Advisory Committee, and we should have to 
tell the Advisory Committee the whole story.  This, however, is not the end of the trouble. Quite apart 
from the statutory provisions which would apply to Hellmuth if he ceased to be detained under 
regulation 18BA and were detained under 18Bm there are various Parliamentary pledges which have 
been given with regard to persons detained under Regulation 18Bm including statements that they 
should be allowed visits and allowed large facilities for correspondence of an Order under Regulations 
18BA and become liable to be detained under another Order, we could continue the security 
conditions which are at present regarded as essential in such cases as that of Hellmuth. 
 
 I am afraid that in the circumstances you can only explain to the Argentine authorities that 
every effort has been made to find a way meeting their request, but that the very strict legal provision 
which govern the law in this country relating to detention makes such a course impracticable. 
     Yours sincerely 
      (Sgd)  A.M.(Sir Alexander Maxwell) 

 
 
(AOB, finally a British Legal Institution using their brains, instead of responding onto upset 
feelings, where the minds are sometimes blind for the legal implications. Especially when you 
are used to “bend the regulations (Rules) at will” even within a Legal context)! 
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War Organisation of the 

British Red Cross Society and Order of St. John of Jerusalem 
    Clarence House 

  St. James’s 
   London S.W.1 

August 30th 1944 
H.H.C Prestyige, Esq 
Home Office 
Aliens Dept., 
10 Old Bailey, E.C.2 
 
Dear Mr. Prestige,  
    Re: Hellmuth Osmar Alberto, Argentine 

Consul,  age 35 years. 
We have an enquiry from the Argentine Red Cross for news of the above-named who was detained by 
the ritish Authorities in Trinidad whilst on his way to Europe, and is now said to be in internment 
camp in Great Britain. 
      Yours sincerely,  
      (sgd) M.R. Carden 
      Internees Section. 
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Extract from Minutes sheet contained in file No. 882,191/2 

Re Hellmuth, Osmar Alberto 
Mr. Milmo. (M.I.5) 
 As regards your letter of the 28th August (1944), I an sending you our file so that you 
can see that we have not made any disclosure to any outside person regarding this case.  No 
interview to any outsider has been given about it. 
 As regards the enquiry from the red Cross, I would propose to reply on the same lines 
as the other cases (e.g. of Pigran). Do you agree? 
      (sgd) E.W.E.H. 
7.9.44. 
 
(AOB, again they are bending the laws at will, as they did not refer onto the according legal 
paragraph, we may assume that there did not exist one) 
 
 

The rest is too disgusting as to be dealt within our Survey 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 



KV 2/1724-2, page 20 

 
 

Please read this envelope, which was sent by Hellmuth’s father from Buenos Aires 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before digesting the RSS message decrypts, I would like to show you the existing German 
Intelligence related W/T links. It covers the regular OKW Abwehr related links as well as the 

SD and the Amt VI controlled managed by the Havel Insitut. 
 
 
 

  
Arthur O. Bauer  (Foundation C.D.V.& T.) 

 
This map has been exhaustingly been created by carefully studying all available RSS sources 

 
You are allowed to copy it, as long as you give according credit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KV 2/1724-2, page 33 - 39 

 
It has to be noticed, though, that Hellmuth himself did not possessed a direct link with 

Germany. All went through, the Embassy and though Becker and Utzinger and Harnisch 
Shown here only the messages which can be linked onto Hellmuth, there existed quite more 



XIII/37 designated Red link with Berlin    Hellmuth, Osmar, Alberto 
XIII/12 likely also linked with Berlin (Rot) Red or Cologne (Köln)(Grün)Green 
7.10.43 Argentine – Germany.  As a result of Boss’s (=Harnisch) negotiations with the  

Argentine government, the latter at once sent a representative (9 letters corrupt) Hellmuth, and 
Argentine reserve officer, to Germany. The German Embassy, which had been constantly 
informed by Boss (Harnisch) of the negotiations and which shewed him the text of a cable to 
the AA (Auswärtiges Amt, Germany’s Foreign Office). 

7.10.43 Argentine – Germany.  Hellmuth will be in a position to give a clear picture of the  
political situation and his government’s attitude to Germany. He is also a collaborator of ours 
and has been instructed to report of all to Amtschef (that was Admiral Canaris)(and not 
Schellenberg as so often suggested) I again repeat that Rot (AOB, the SD W/T link with 
Berlin) did not at any time enter directly into the negotiations with the government and is 
remaining under cover in the future.  There is also no contact with the German Embassy.  

7.10.43 Argentine – Germany .. therefore attempts on the part of the Embassy to accredit  
 Velez as special representative have been unsuccessful. They have however fortified  
 the government’s decision  to act without the embassy.  Even after Hellmuth’s  

appointment Freude tried to discredit him in the eyes of the government, by referring to 
Hellmuth’s activity with an English firm.  After being unsuccessful in this he attempted to 
make Landesgruppenleiter Wieland (Nazi Party leader) warn AO (Auslandorganisation, which 
was connected with Admiral Buerkner’s Amtsgruppe/Ausland; maybe also AA) against 
Hellmuth and to see that Hellmuth should not be persona grata with the Reichsregierung. (all 
nonsense because Hellmuth did not possess the German nationality!)  Wieland reported that he 
would undertake nothing and keep me au fait.  Although Meynen (The German Ambassador, 
in Buenos Aires) wished Hellmuth bon voyage  via the minister of Foreign Affairs and the 
President’s secretary. He has letters of introduction from Gonzalez and Sueyro. The plan of 
the letters from Ramirez to the Führer has been dropped for the sake of security.  Inquiry via 
Ceballos and Amt VI (R.S.H.A. headed by Schellenberg) at the Reichsregierung as to whether  
Hellmuth’s Mission is welcomed at your end and whether he is being given the opportunity of 
interviewing the Reichsführer (SS) (Heinrich Himmler)   or the Aussenminister (von 
Ribbentrop) or Führer (Adolf Hitler), was ignored for reasons of secrecy.  The Argentine 
embassy is completely excluded. Only Ceballos is to be initiated by Hellmuth.  Appointment 
of Ceballos as successor to Lufisi (?) is not possible.  Helmuth left on 2/9 on the Cabo de 
Hornos.  Officially he was appointed consul in Barcelona.  He will stop at Bilbao and go at 
first to Madrid, Continuation of journey to Germany should be assisted at once. As contact 
address he was given Theo Wahle (R.S.H.A.) Amt 6 (AOB, the military intelligence, which is 
quite curious in the context of Hellmuth’s mission) (hampering, is, the fact that the reproduced 
messages are not the true messages, but composed of text phrases)   

 
7.10.43 Argentine – Germany.  He will stay at the Carlton Hotel in Bilbao.  I recommend that you  

contact him while he is still there. Delegate should give greetings for me, stating my correct 
Christian and surnames..  Hellmuth will then name my rank (AOB, apparently the sender is 
Johannes Siegfried Becker; thus sending via the SD link know as: Rot) Introducing and taking 
care at your end (auf Ihre Seite) is solely the responsibility of the RSHA. At this end Rot will 
maintain contact via Boss (Harnisch) with the government, of whom only Ramirez, Gilbert, 
Gonzalez and Sueyro know of Hellmuth’s real mission. 

 
7.10.43 Argentine-Germany.  Wielend reports that German (7 characters corrupt) diplomats were  

informed about Hellmuth mission on journey through Buenos Aires.  Freude asked (5 corrupt)  
von Schaumburg-(Lippe) to see to it in Berlin that Hellmuth learned nothing whatsoever.  
Wieland has (16 corrupt, apparently due to interference or reception drop-outs) Wieland has 
(16 corrupt) to apply to the SD, as he (6 corrupt) that it was a question of intrigues. Also the 
Chilean Landesleiter (AO; Nazi Party) Boettger was informed similarly by Wieland. We are 
convinced that Meynen (German Ambassador in Buenos Aires) and Schoen, and Wolf 
(Military Attaché) and BGHBEH (or BGHXZ) spoke about Hellmuth in terms of repudiation.  
If the Argentine government gets to know about Freude, which is possible considering the 
large number of persons who are initiated, the most serious consequences are to be feared, 
particularly when the government has learned that Freude is a close collaborator of the 
embassy.  Rot (Becker’s line) has so far avoided a discussion of the case with the embassy. 
Request directives (Anweisungen) 



 
* running decryption number, 4 digits pointing at ISAC = Intelligence Service Argentine Code 
8.10.43Argentine – Germany.  Hellmuth took with him 60 kg case of provisions for you.  Assist in 
eliminating difficulties of transit. Please distribute among comrades and employees at your end. 



23.10.43Germany – Argentine. INCA 271(Heinz Junge or Schuhmann, Buenos Aires; 271 message  
 number) Avoid any discussions with Fischer Opa(?) about Hellmuth matters. 
30.10.43Argentine – Germany. (8 corrupt) .. Farrel’s secretary, Major Beererd (?) has just  
1251* communicated the following, on the 29th October Meynen (Ambassador) pointed out that 

Hellmuth was completely unsuitable in connection with which  he hinted that Hellmuth counts 
(zählt) as a U.S.A. (Agent), although unfortunately proofs concerning this could not be 
brought forward ..(continuation not to hand) 

1.11.43Argentine – Germany.  After all attempts by Meynen and Tiger (general Wolf the Military  
1257* Attaché), bringing Freude also, to torpedo (torpedieren) Hellmuth’s mission vis-à-vis the 

Argentine Government had failed, an attempt was made, as already reported, (infinitive) 
missing Hellmuth vis-à-vis the Reichsregierung (ca 20 letters corrupt) 

3.11.43Berlin-Argentine. Inca (Junge or Schumann) 295  Hellmuth affair. For your information and  
4350**guidance we give an extract from the text of a telegram from ambassador (Meynen) at your end 

To AA (Auswärtiges Amt, German Foreign Office) here.  Today the Foreign Office Minister 
rang me up and informed me in confidence and in the presence of Gonzalez of his intention of 
sending Hellmuth to your end (RSHA). He said Hellmuth was the collaborator of a German 
here who has established with you. (Harnisch)  The latter had made out (ausgemacht) that he 
was an intimate friend of the Führer and his personal representative here.  Hellmuth had stated 
that thanks to conditions in Germany he would be able to settle (?) the question of arms 
delivery and the tanker Buenos Aires (interned in Sweden) 4 days after his arrival, and to be 
received by the Führer personally.  An aeroplane was waiting for him in Madrid.  VM in 
embassy reported that Hellmuth or his Reich German collaborator here told the Argentine 
government offices not only that (words missed) the real representative of the 
Reichsregierung,, but also made out that the embassy was a completely insignificant 
institution.  This caused the government’s representative  to ask our V-mann whether embassy 
were still regarded as the plenipotentiary representation of the Reich at all.  The same doubt 
resulted from the statement of the foreign minister, who is a personal friend of mine 
(Harnisch?), which were reported in a previous telegram.  I seriously recommend a reprimand 
through a suitable (Argentine?) government (office), at your end, as such an undermining of 
the authority of the embassy, which has for weeks warded off attacks of our opponents with 
the greated effort, even if unsuccessfully so far, is in the interest of the Reich intolerable. 
(strange, one would believe the reprimand should originate from the German AA)   For your 
future I.S. activity on single principle arises from this, viz: that in intercourse 
(Zusammenarbeit, Zusammenwirkung) with foreign government offices German unity 
(Einheit) must be preserved even by negative behaviour on the part of the members of the 
embassy.  At present we are collaborating well with the AA (Auswärtiges Amt), which 
acknowledges your activity without reservation; nevertheless and mixing in politics must be 
avoided on principle. We know that this is often not easy:  in such cases the embassy must 
retain leadership. Your role is only that of a mediator and Abwehr Organ (AOB, this is 
pointing at the communication channel Blau of Abwehr I in Berlin (station Belzig), and is 
pointing at Wolf the Military Attaché in Buenos Aires). Please thoroughly instruct Boss 
(Harnisch), whose very good activities are acknowledged, so that the Argentine government 
shall not again be provoked to such exaggerations.  Hellmuth’s affair has been completely 
settled here both from your point of view.   Blau (Abwehr I Berlin, station Belzig, lines II/1 or 
II/56) has been has been pacified (this could imply that these channels had been cut) We again 
point out that this message is only for your information and serves as guidance for future 
events, and is not to be used as a pretext to bring the matter to a discussion again with Opa or 
Argende (?), so conclude the affair in silence and draw the interferences (necessary) for the 
future. 

5.11.43Germany – Argentine. Inca 301 (Junge or Schuhmann)  Ref. Hellmuth KTREPSLISJR?  
1265 Canossa (= Hellmuth).  Request immediate exact data about latter’s person (= Hellmuth), also
 to what extend Canossa, as a collaborator, has been informed by you of organisation and  
 circles of personalities. We need information in negotiation with him. 
 
** The jump in succession numbers, might indicate that decryption has taken much more time 
 
 
 
 



 
 

XIII/37  (S.D. controlled W/T link, likely running via their Havel Institut) Hellmuth Osmar, Alberto 
XIII/12  (S.D. controlled W/T link, likely running via their Havel Institut) @ Canossa. 



1.11.43Argentine – Germany.  On 30th, consultation between Farrell and Gonzalez about Meynen’s  
visit.  During discussion between Gonzalez and Boss (Harnisch) on 31st the former confirmed 
Bernhard’s version of the conclusion of negotiations adding that Meynen breached the theme 
of Luti (Argentine Embassy Berlin).  Gonzalez confirmed again unbounded confidence and is 
awaiting successful of Hellmuth’s mission.  

 
17.10.43Argentine-Germany.  Boss 44 (Harnisch)  My negotiations with the Argentine Government  
 are known through earlier reports.  The embassy was kept informed via General-Major Wolf.   

It was mutually agreed upon to let the groups involved know at once in case similar actions. 
Contrary to this, the embassy was making attempts, by using as mediators unsuitable V-
Männer, in disrepute with Argentine Government, to enter into negotiations on the same basis 
and to eliminate me (= Harnisch) (?) in a most unfair manner.  The Argentine Government 
was finally induced by this to negotiate now without the German Embassy.  The Government 
sent, on the 11th, aboard Cabo de Hornos, the reserve officer Hellmuth with a special 
commission to Germany. Hellmuth is, as my (Harnisch’s) collaborator, well informed and will 
report to you (RSHA?) on all events and details.  Because it is a matter of purely political 
affairs, Rot will not take charge of Hellmuth’s introduction (AOB, who else as the SD line 
Rot?)(there existed, Blau = Abwehr AG/Ausland or other means; Rot SD controlled RSHA, 
and Grün, communicating via Nest Köln (Cologne)),however closely we here collaborate with 
Rot (SD controlled link).  To comply with the wish of the Argentine Government regarding 
strict secrecy, I request you to desist from transmitting and reports to me, which are not of 
administrative character, via the Ambassadorial (AA)  route.  In order to relieve the W/T 
route, the reports in this) matter will go in the future only to DVF (DNB)(deutsches 
Nachrichtenbüro, State Press Agency) 

 
30.10.43Argentine – Germany. (continuation of ISAC 1251)(of 23.10.43)  He further expressed regret  
1340 that the Argentine Government had not entrusted Velez with the mission as the latter 

possessed the full confidence of the Embassy. The motive of his warning was to protect the 
Argentine Government from discomfiture, as Hellmuth was (?) not in the position to fulfil the 
mission.  He must therefore, he said, advise the issuing of a countermanding order to Hellmuth 
and the entrusting of Velez (who was onboard the same ship) with the mission. (cont) 

 
7.11.43 Argentine – Germany. Gonzalez and Peron (the later President) communicate:  The Argentine  
1306 Opa in Caracas telephoned on 5/11 about the arrest of Hellmuth which had taken place.  He is 

in the concentration camp at INIPA (?) at present and is said to have been badly treated. The 
Argentine Embassy Secretary from Caracas is on the here by air. SK. (SK in German W/T 
practice ment closing of communication; it originated from the very old W/T days, where it 
stands for: silent key) 

 
11.11.43Germany-Argentine. Line 3 Second sentence should read (which one the one of 5.11.43?) 
1311 Hellmuth affair has been settled here as desired by you and us. 
 
5.11.43 Germany – Argentine.  Because we intend to take up contact with Boettger (at the German  
1276 Embassy in Buenos Aires) we request information at once what his position is with regard to 

you.  What does he know about the organisation? (He = Hellmuth he was and old and close 
friend Harnisch, what his connection to Junge or Schuhmann was I cannot judge)  Is his 
attitude in the Canossa (Hellmuth) a positive one? Inca 302 (W/T line controlled by Junge or 
Schuhmann) 

 
11.11.43Germany – Argentine.  Ref Inca 302 (above) Boettger (of the Embassy) knows nothing of our  
1328 existence.  Was ordered by Wieland to adopt a favourable attitude towards Canossa 

(Hellmuth)  He is generally regarded as a Weihnachtsmann.(someone handing out presents) 
 
20.11.43Germany – Argentine. We are urgently awaiting Canossa report (on Hellmuth), (including) 

any results.  Inca 333.  
 

↓ 
 
 



 
 



30.10.43Argentine – Germany.  Most urgent.  Farrell’s secretary, Major Bernhard has just reported:  
1438 On Oct. 29 Meynen (German Ambassador in Buenos Aires) on Farrell. Speaking about 

Hellmuth’s mission, Meynen pointed out, that Hellmuth is entirely unsuitable person, and 
hinted that Hellmuth is considered a USA agent although no proofs thereof can be produced.  

 Further Meynen expressed his regret that Argentine government did not charge Velez (who 
was also onboard the Cabo de Hornos) with the mission, because Velez he said enjoys full 
confidence of the embassy. The motive for this warning he said, is desire to protect Argentine 
government from disgrace, because Hellmuth is not capable of carrying out the mission.  He 
had, therefore, he continued, to advise countermanding Hellmuth’s orders and entrusting 
Velez with the mission.  Farrell pretended ignorance and declared that he must have 
conference with Ramirez. Meynen suggested, however, speaking to Gonzalez.  This 
conference will be held on Oct. 30. About Meynen’s action there is still no clarity (keine 
deutlichkeit). There is an imminent danger that the Argentine government will become 
irritated because of the constant intriguing and withdraw the mission completely.  

 
20.11.43Argentine – Germany. Embassy appears so far to have no knowledge of the arrest of Canossa  
1399 (Hellmuth).  Argentine Government has not yet decided who shall now be entrusted with the 

mission. Argentine Government has not yet decided who shall now be entrusted with the 
mission.  Argentine diplomats on the Buena Esperanza are carrying in a sealed envelope 
documents connected with negotiations.  They have instructions to hand the envelope over to 
Ceballos.  Gonzalez and Gilbert have once more emphasized their great interest in the release 
of the tanker (the Buenos Aires, kept in a Swedish port).  As Canossa’s arrest has evoked a 
cooler attitude on the part of the Argentine Government towards us (the Germans), the release 
of the tanker and information of the same by us would be of great value for promoting future 
relations. 

 
20.11.43Germany – Argentine. For Viereck (an agent of Nest Cologne (Grün) known by the  
1444 covername of Viereck, who works at the same time for the SD, to whom he is known as Boss 

or Kopf): I request by return wire your opinion on whether you consider your collaboration 
endangered through arrest of your friend and collaborator (=Hellmuth) (Hellmuth) was 
arrested in Trinidad according tp present reports. If sp, indicate at once a proficient economist 
who could fill in with you.  Your personal opinion is of great importance for us in order that 
we give necessary instructions in uniformity with you, Greetings. Kramer (AOB, after due 
consideration, I have drawn the conclusion that Kramer must have been engaged at: Admiral 
Buerkner’s Amtsgruppe/Ausland) 

 
20.11.43Germany – Argentine. For Viereck.  Please state at once whether, in your opinion your 

collaboration  is endangered by the arrest of your friend (Hellmuth) and colleague; according 
to reports to hand Hellmuth was arrested in Trinidad.  If necessary, nominate immediately an 
efficient economist who could take your place. (cont. 

 
4.12.43Argentine – Germany.  Argus seems resolved not to insist on permission for Canossa 

(Hellmuth) to go on to Europe but would be satisfied with his release and recall to Baires 
(=Buenos Aires). (AOB, I do not understand the context) 

 
10.12.43Argentine – Germany.  (Nos 502-503) Ref 536.  The Argentine Government informed me at 

the time of the arrest.  The incident affects neither myself nor the Grün Organisation (via Nest 
Köln (Cologne)).  Continue to pass as Vertrauensmann with Government.  At the moment 
nothing is known about the reasons for (Hellmuth’s) imprisonment.  Argentine diplomatic bag, 
which contains  my code report to you, is meanwhile in the hands of the Naval Attaché (thus 
not confiscated at Trinidad, consider too much for that particular moment?) Ceballos, Madrid.  
The text of your telegram leads me to suspect that you are not fully informed of the nature of 
the scope of the Grün (Green) Organisation (linked with Abwehr Nest Köln (Cologne))  For 
reasons of security a 3rd line, in addition of the 2nd (the SD controlled line) has been set up at 
this end (auf diese or unsere Seite), so that continuance of work is ensured in any case; 
technical extension is also progressing.   Viereck. 

 
28.11.43Argentine   Ref. Inca 333 (Junge or Schumann line)  The Argentinian Government protested  
1514 to the British Embassy about Canossa’s arrest. (the poor diplomats, in England the Secret  



Services are ruling the waves, no one else! Also the poor detainees; law being suspended for 
them far beyond the end of hostilities, only at the opinion of their civil servants, without legal 
authority; there exist a whole range of disgusting examples)   The British Embassy claimed to 
have no knowledge whatsoever of the matter so far.  They said, however, that they would start 
investigations.  The secretary from the Argentine Embassy has not arrived up the present from 
Caracas. 

 
20.12.43germany – Argentine (Nos. 424-432) For Viereck. 1) Checking up on Hellmuth took place in 

Trinidad in the first instance without complaint, but Hellmuth was taken off at midnight 
together with his luggage and the back panel of cabin wardrobe which was unscrewed.  No 
other examination  of the cabin took place.  Clearly there is treachery somewhere. 2)Herbert 
Richter is not known here.  Further investigations are still in progress. 3)  In view of good 
opinion, expressed by business friends and of our own experience we have complete  
confidence in your activity, though we fell the most bitter disappointment that economic 
reports which we need so urgently are completely lacking.  Our disappointment is all the 
greater as we reckoned and must reckon on 3 valuable reports a day.  4) You must definitely 
try and set up this economic reporting service as quickly as possible, as we must not neglect to 
deal with this sphere (of activity).  5) Consult with Himmelreich and if necessary get him to 
nominate suitable collaborators.  6) Look up Erwin Schrieffer who formerly worked→ 

 
20.12.43worked for intelligence concerning foreign trade.  Exact address not known at this end, but he  
1518 lives in Buenos Aires.  Is said to be about 40 years old. If necessary pay him a reasonable 

monthly salary. 7) If possible find another suitable man to work with us, preferably one from 
the big daily newspapers at your end (auf Ihrer Seite).  A collaborator on a big scale specialist 
periodical (Zeitschrift) should also be suitable.  8)  What are wanted are reports like those for 
instance that were used in the commercial part of the as a rule 8 to 10 lines a day in summary 
form would suffice.  9) Make contact with Kaese who is not unknown and who sends us 
several valuable reports. Transmit these reports in a summary form via our W/T route.  
However, see to it that Kaese remains as a lone worker.  10) report to us as quickly as possible 
in re individual proposals.  An effort must be made to ensure that at least 12 to 20 reports are 
transmitted as a weekly average to begin with. 

Report at once. Kramer (AG/Ausland) 
↑ 
Frankfurter Zeitung 

 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 



 

 
13.12.43Berlin – Argentina.  We request the Hellmuth reports speeded up by collaboration  
1563 between Rudloff and Freund (Ludwig Freude, President of the Cia General de 

Constructiones, Buenos Aires. Born 22.6.1890 Ludwigshaven) (/) in due order.  
Report concerning Herbert Richter follows.   When will you begin with economic 
reports? 

       Kramer (AG/Ausland) 
 
2?8.11.43Lisbon – Berlin  To Enzer (HIOB?) On 17th November 142 Chilean Germans  

arrived at this end (Lisbon).  Treatment by Chilean authorities correct. Examination by 
Sund (AG. Embassy funds confiscated. No interference with passengers generally, 
with exception of VM Helmut (Hellmuth?), who was off the ship with luggage.  In 
Cile there are still internment camp in Salamanca and Curacavo with a total of over 
200 sons of Lemke.  Continuing journey from Roding on 19th November.  Report in 
writing follows.  Enzmann 440. To Sonde.  As various official matters must be 
discussed, request instructions so that I can go to your end (Berlin) during the first 
week in December (AOB, regularly by a Lufthansa flight)  
        Enzmann 
 



24.1.44Argentine – Germany.  It was now been proved that the arrest of Boss (Harnisch) is  
1612 connected with Canossa. (AOB, Argentinean Government likely pushed by British 

informations).  Boss is being decently treated.  No material was found during the 
house search.  (7 letters illegible) were handed over to Blue (Blau)(The Abwehr W/T 
link).  Please inform Grün (Green) (AOB, Nest Köln (Cologne)) 

 
24.1.42Argentine – Germany.  Admiral Ingram has arrived in Montevo, also an a/c  
1618 (Aeroplane) carrier with naval bombers of Glenn Martin type.  Number of cruisers and 

d/rs has been increased to 6.  A further 6 freighters have arrived. The concentration of 
warships, a speech of Ingrams with indirect attacks on Argus, the publication of a new 
clumsy fortification of documents by Juerges, and the exposure of the Canossa 
(Hellmuth) case, indicate a nerve war offensive against Argus.  

 
14.1.44Argentine - Germany. Argus received report from Opa Carcano according to which  
 Canossa (Hellmuth) is in London.  He is well.  So far he has refused to make any 

statements.  He has a feeling however that he had been denounced. Carano has been 
able to speak to Canossa (AOB, I doubt) and hopes to procure his release (to go ) to 
Argentine.  Argus is watching Freude very closely as they suspect that the treachery 
originated from there. (AOB, this came also up in my own reflections) 

 
28.1.44Argentine – Germany. Although Canossa (Hellmuth) and earlier cases of espionage  
1645 are given as a reason for the break, the real reason is quite certainly U.S.A. pressure 

openly supported by England for the first time.  At the cabinet meeting, Peronu 
(Peron?), Erlinger and Zuviria were against the break.  Changes in Argus to be 
expected.  No measures against Axis nationals to be expected for the present.  Argus 
has not given opposition to the U.S.A. by the break and is increasing efforts to form a 
bloc of South American states.  More collaborators of Boss (Harnisch) have been 
arrested. Nobody at Bolivar has dropped out.  

        Sieg heil. 
 
23.3.44For the last time, we forbid any comprising of Sieg Opa at your end with Argentine  
1839 officials. Similarly any statements about award of decorations suggested.  You are not 

to give Sieg Opa any opinion of yours in the Canossa (Hellmuth) complex. 
 
28.3.44Germany – Argentine. .. type, and forcible measure of the Allies. Extent to quarrelling  
1855 among Ally concerning break-off (Abrechen).  Will the Grossvaeter of Ally leave 

Argus.  Are the Canossa (Hellmuth) and Boss (Harnisch) affairs to be regarded as 
cause of the break-off?  Do not reply unless it is safe for you to do so. 

  INGA (INCA) 502  (message fragmentary) 
(AOB, a precaution measure, because the Argentinean DF/Services became more and more  
effective, consequently increasing the danger of being caught when using wireless means) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
29.3.44Berlin – Argentine. (previous part not to hand) that owing to the Canossa (Hellmuth) affair the  
1862 password is accurately known.  We are of the opinion that Bolivar (Argentine groups) should 

keep Sargo if possible. All the same, we shall look for a really first-class substitute in view of 



exchange.  Destroy at once Inca 505 (Junge or Schuhmann)(AOB, curious, signing a message 
sent from Berlin with the Argentine INCA signature) 

 
30.3.44Germany-Argentine.  We require precise information concerning case Boss/Canossa (Harnisch  
1864 and Hellmuth were long standing friends) Are whereabout and details of british examination 

known?  We recommend extreme reserve (Vorsicht) in contact with OPA and statements 
before third parties about strained relationship, so as to avoid complications with overseas 
departments (Auslandabteilungen. INCA 504 (Again strange that a message sent from Berlin 
is signed by an Argentinean  group of Junge or Schuhmann)  

 
31.3.44Germany – Argentine.  Inca 515. Give the result of Boss’and Canossa’s statements, so that the  
1868 attitude of Freude and other traitors may be clarified.  All material which provides evidence 

strengthens your position and ours with the Director-General and Auslandsabteilung. (AOB, 
Admiral Buerkner’s Amtsgruppe/Ausland, and? Schellenberg’s Amt VI) 

 
13.4.44 Argentine – Germany.  Your reproach (of us of) composing Sieg Opa inexplicable.  We  
1964 neither had nor have any contact whatsoever with Opa.  This is also true for Canossa affair.  

Only Boss (Harnisch) knew of your communication.  Only the first statement about SPCO (?) 
affair spoke of differences of opinion which facilitated the discovery.  Its aim was of course 
directed towards events known at your end, before Canossa’s (Hellmuth’s) departure, in which 
we only reported and never actually intervened.  In later (10 corrupt) that Bolivar worked 
independently of Opa.  

 
15.4.44 Argentine – Germany.  Are convinced that Canossa gave everything away. Yanki action  
1975 against Argentine neutrality was part of large-scale action against all neutrals.  In Argus (25 

corrupt) economic independence. Simultaneous (60 currupt) pro-Allied press and disunity in 
Argus. (AOB, might Argus have meant: Argentina?)  Canossa was only a prêt? Not a motive.  
Without him they would have found another reason. (25 corrupt) staff to the interior of the 
country, proves that the government’s mind is made up on everything. 

 
15.4.44 Argentine – Germany.  Ref 33 and 34 (not received) Waldi is one of my best men (he must  
1997 might Argus have meant: Argentina? have been one of Becker’s or Utzinger’s men) The 

INCA (Junge or Schuhmann) reports which were praised by you for his work. He has been 
doing successful work for nearly a year.  That alone justifies his employment.  The fact is that 
the majority of the best people broke down and so hundreds of thousands of pesos, 
considerable material and various transmitters were discovered and that Waldi was not 
arrested till later and without material/ What does Gohle say about that?  If I am arrested one 
day there will be people to say that after all they had always warned me.  To get results one 
has to bestir oneself here. It is clear that, with the scope of our activity, there will be losses. 
After all you are sending people to a fighting front here. (AOB, likely pointing at the 
conveying of people and materials by the Captain Garbers sailing ship Passim (Santa 
Barbara))   I repeat that (10 corrupt) secret material was found. What was found was 
innocuous  business books (19 corrupt) and morse tappers.  Contrary assertion as in 
communiqué are wrong. A final report on Boss Canossa will follow as soon as estimate of 
those arrested is to hand.  Ref. 38. Padre Fernandez in churches which are known and Alfonso 
Denicolo in form of Koker Stahl, Calle Moreno 437.  

 
9.4.44 Argentine – Berlin. Boss’ arrest brought about under the pretext of the charge of government  
2022 this point is dropped,  His release cannot be expected for the time being.  The government is 

under the strongest USA pressure.  The USA has proof of connections of present ministers 
with revolutionary groups in neighbouring countries.  Sanctions, even of military character are 
expected any day. (AOB, this pressure of an invasion was kept alive, also in respect to Spain 
and Portugal, but was not materialised)  Small units of the South-Atlantic Fleet with troops are 
stationed in Montevideo.  Large units are of Hahia Blanca. One aircraft carrier. 

 
3.5.44 Argentine – Germany. Peron withdrew the police information about Canossa (Hellmuth case)  
2054 case (or: withdrew the information about the Canossa from the police) Boss reported that 

Canossa first did not speak for 6 weeks.  Then, by injection, he was brought into a state of 
mental debility and forced to speak.  Freude was questioned about Canossa in January by the 



police, but released without signing the protocol.  In Boss arraignment neither Freude’s nor 
Frosch’s name were mentioned. 

(AOB, the red line might indicate that a rather significant message has not been implemented) 
 
5.6.44 Ref. INCA 515  We have not received (your) opinion about results of Boss and Canossa  
2109 (apparently this message went from Berlin to Argentine, due to the query) statements, nor 

about Freude’s conduct in connection with the Spionage affair and conduct of people in Sieg 
Opa.  The greatest value is attached from this end to current reports from you as statements of 
witness. Who else has been arrested?  INCA 581  

 

 
28.6.44 Argentine – Berlin. (10 letters corrupt) Mayor (Maj?) Contal del Ro (?) federalist, is  
2243 convinced that Canossa was betrayed.  No new clues from Boss (Harnisch) arraignment.  Toto 

declared that Freude, hearing about Canossa’s arrest made this remark: ”A nice mess to be in” 
He believes it possible that Freude had let something known about Canossa. (AOB, not 
entirely unlikely) He said that Freude is a Free-Mason (Frei-Maurer)  Toto judged Frosch as a 
poor, mean fellow. (can read also Maj. Contaljde, from the Federal Police) 

 
(AOB, somewhere in August 44 the last message towards Germany had been sent on behalf of 

Becker’s Rot W/T link) 
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       2nd April 1944 
2. Hellmuth is difficult to handle, constantly maintaining that he should be returned to Argentine.  
Questioning at this stage may therefore be taken as unlikely to produce sound results. 
 

Terminated 22 April 2019 


