
 
 
 

KV 2/15-2 
 

Part VII 
 

This chapter VII, reveals quite much new visions. Which was the result of a rather unique 
experiment; where Vera was moved from the Holloway Prison in London, to a residence in 
Gloucestershire, of U.35, in casu, Jonah Ustinov (alias Klop) I suppose. The reason, was - 
that Vera Erikson might speak more freely when she is approached in a friendly manner. For 
it her Detention Order had to be suspended temporarily, by the Home Office.  She was now 
cured outside her prison-cell, was brought to a hairdresser and got the necessary new clothing 
and related utilities.  
 
What annoyed me just recently, is, that since a few days the “Dierks’ family website” has 
been disconnected from the web, and can no longer be approached as a fruitful reference 
website. Sad, of course, but luckily - when I discovered its existence some weeks ago, I did 
copy quite much of the text and added in onto my extensive reference database. Though, I had 
not reproduced the according photos; alas. 
 
Who caused this? Might a family member have become aware of our commitments? Or, what 
I encountered, that I could not trace of whom was in charge of this website, or an unknown 
entity was able to contact it, with this result. Who knows, what really caused this nuisance?  
 
In my perception, this section throws new light at matters, which not all have to be true, but at 
least generate a momentum of consideration. Like, for instance, Vera, by then “Frau von 
Wedel”, visited the hospital (Reservelazarett V Hamburg Wandsbeck) in which her husband 
(Dierks) just had passed away. Her impression was – that it looks like that her husband had 
been shot in his head. As the circumstances were most fuzzy, at least one should not instantly 
deny such implication. (trilling: an unknown woman was among the three passengers in the 
car)(Hence, Dierks, Drueke and this woman) 
 
In some respect, Vera’s statements conflicts now and then with foregoing explanations, which 
might indicate that in both cases she did not tell the whole truth, or, her mind became fed-up 
with the many details. Though, considering her mood, and that she just - before taken from 
the Holloway Prison, was informed that her “great love” Drueke had been hanged in August 
1941; which she apparently wasn’t informed of, yet.  

 
Like usually in these series, my (section) selections are my choices; my additional comments 
and information, being clearly recognisable in: blue, red and sometimes in green colours. 
 
This new document is meant for study purpose only, therefore, do not multiply it, as some 
still obeys to Crown Copyright. 
 
PS: Drueke’s name bothers me much, whatever might have been correct, I choose his written 
spelling as was used in one of his last letters - addressed onto his Solicitor Mr Figg early 
August 1941. I suppose, this being the most likely one; as it was  also addressed, for a 
purpose after the war, to a family member: Herrn Amtsgerichtsrat Drueke, in Neukirchen über 
Treysa. I suppose, that at his final stage of his life - he might have signed his name correctly. 
 
 
By Arthur O. Bauer  

 

https://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1705-KV-2-1706-Part-IV-V6-Druecke-Vera-Waelti.pdf
https://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1705-KV-2-1706-Part-IV-V6-Druecke-Vera-Waelti.pdf
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Traces arising out of Report by U.35 (AOB, nickname name Klop, real name Jonah Ustinov. 
In my perception not the smartest guy, but he might have been concerned because he spoke 
German language and likely Russian) on the case of Vera Eriksen.  
 
The Earl of Mayo (Minute number 106a). 
 
 The connection of the Count and Countess of Mayo with the circle of the Duchess de 
Chateau Thierry has long been known from the investigation of the case of Chateau Thierry 
by Major White (M.I.5)   After a thorough investigation the general conclusion was that there 
were no definite grounds to suspect that the Countess or her husband were engaged in 
espionage.   In this respect it is of some significance to point out that the Countess was on 
very friendly terms with Chateau Thierry long before the latter was interviewed by Rantzau  
(who spoke good English, albeit with an American touch).   She appears to be a woman of the 
utmost irregularity of life whose standard of conduct is unquestionably low.  She is known to 
have been associated with the B.U.F., as was also her husband, whose name was discovered 
in November 1939 in a list of names taken from a special file at British Union Headquarters. 
 
 The only new point of interest emerging from Vera’s statement is the connection of 
the Mayo’s with a certain Chinaman and a supposed Polish count, whose invention the 
Chinaman tried to sell to the War Office  through the intermediacy of the Earl of Mayo. 
 
 An investigation of the Countess of mayo’s baggage on 11.1.41 revealed certain letters 
from Monsieur Chevalier, relating to certain inventions of military nature, which he alleges 
were shown to the War Office.  It seems not improbable that this is the man Vera has in mind 
and this possibly is being further investigated. 
 
         Signed J.P. de C. Day 
 
B.I.B. (M.I.5) 
3.4.42 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/15-2, page 5 

 
Typical example of secrecy, as the Minute reference is ‘105 a’, indicating that this page 
should have dealt with a particular delicate subject, which is, like the following little page 
section withheld from further publication. 
KV 2/15-1, page 7 

 
Minute 105a dealt with Wilkinson.  Though was likely considered to be too significant - that 
it is withheld, but the genuine page retained in the Department:  

 
↓ 
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KV 2/15-2, page 8 
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         17th March 1942 
 
P.F. 53988/B.I.B (M.I.5)/JPD (Mr. Day)  
 
Dear Armitage, 
 
 With reference to our telephone conversation the other day about Erikson’s identity 
card and passport,  I have communicated with the Home Office (AOB, I admire the “H.O.” 
way of dealing with legal matters) on this point.  Vera is in fact still held under 12(5A) 
Detention Order so that the question of her being issued with these documents, does not of 
course arise.  I understand from the Home Office that a copy of this Order will have been sent 
to you, together with and as part of the instructions for removal, and in any case the Home 
Office will be getting in touch with you in the near future with a view to making the position 
quite clear. 
 
 
       Yours sincerely. 
 
 
        J.P. de C. Day 
 
Major V.L. Armitage, 
Box 35, 
Douglas, 
Isle of Man. (On this Isle, quite some females had been imprisoned there)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/15-2, page 9 
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Summary of Information obtained from Vera Erikson. 

 
Early History. 
 
 Vera was born at Kieff (Kiev) on the 10.12.12.  her origin is something of a mystery, 
and her parentage doubtful.  It is evident that she is partly not Aryan.   She claims that her 
parent’s name was Starizky, and that she was adopted in Russia by Russians of German origin 
called Von Schalburg, who left that country at the time of the Revolution in 1918 and settled 
in Denmark, where they assumed Danish nationality.  Vera lived with them until 1927, when 
she went to Paris and joined the Ballet.  
 
First Marriage and Work for Russian Intelligence. 
 
 In 1930, at the age of 18, Vera became associated with and married one Ignatieff, an 
unscrupulous blackguard, who appears to have had a strange hold over her.  This man was not 
only engaged in espionage on behalf of the Soviet, but also in dope of trafficking, and was 
himself a drug addict.  He appears to have introduced Vera to the drug habit, but she never 
became enslaved to it.  He used her as a courier in connection with his espionage, and she 
used to travel round the capitals of Europe, carrying messages on his behalf. Although she 
only lived with him for one year (AOB, not in accordance to Vera’s other statements), her 
association with him lasted for six, and terminated in 1936 in his stabbing her near the heart in 
a fit of jealousy.  The sordid realities of his glamorous romance have not been fully explored, 
and there is doubt as to whether Ignatieff may not still be alive. (AOB, foregoing notices 
stated that he, stayed in Spain, in late 1940) 
 
Marriage with Hans von Wedel (Hans- or Hilmar Dierks) and subsequent work on behalf of 
the German Intelligence. 
 
 In 1937 Vera was in Brussels, and was anxious to get to Denmark.  She had learned 
that she was on the German black List Owing to her work for the Russians, and that it would 
not be safe for her to pass through Germany.  She enlisted the aid of her step/brother Von 
Schalburg, who was a Nazi, and who in turn succeeded in interesting Dr. Rantzau (Major 
Ritter was his real name), one of the leading officials of the German Secret Intelligence (He 
was heading Abwehrstelle Hamburg, I L) in her case.  Rantzau appears to have seen Vera an 
opportunity to penetrate the Russian Secret Service, and instructed his agent Von Wedel @ 
Zum Stuhreck (real name Hilmar Dierks, called Hans) to contact her in Brussels.  The project 
of penetrating the Russian Secret Service did not get far, as Vera’s only connection with it 
was through Ignatieff, and she was only very minor fry. 
 
 Von Wedel was aged 35, (as he was born in 5th January 1889, and we deal here with 
about 1937, Hilmar Dierks was thus about 48 years of age) and, according to Vera had been a 
spy in this country both before and at the beginning of the last war (1914-1918), since when 
he had been an important officer and agent in the German Secret Service (AOB, what is 
puzzling us, is, we know that Dierks was made an Oberleutnant in June 1940, we cannot say 
that he was directly important. However, considering his long standing career and his quite 
low rank there might be another reason to this. Maybe, the service for whom he operated 
abroad, might, once, not have been a military service. Maybe, AA (German Foreign Office or 
that like)).  Von Wedel (Dierks) had offices Amsterdam, Brussels and Hamburg, and travelled 
a great deal,  he seems to have fallen in love with Vera, and married her in Hamburg Registry 
Office (Standesamt) in October 1937.  There is something strange about this marriage, and it 
would appear, that von Wedel, in view of Vera’s non-Aryan blood, rendered himself guilty of 
race “pollution” (AOB, not Vera’s thoughts, but Ustinov’s),  and thereafter was at pains to 
keep Vera in the background.  She did, however, accompany him on his travels, but no 
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attempt was ever made to set up a home.  Attempts were made to employ Vera against the 
“Reds”, but they met with no success. 
KV 2/15-2, page 11 
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Draft letter to 
Sir Alexander Maxwell K.C.B, K.B.E. 
For Signature by D.G.S.S.  (Director General Secret Service M.I.5) 
 
Dear Maxwell, 
 
 I understand from Miss Davies’ letter that the Home Secretary has asked be supplied 
with a report upon Vera Eriksen’s recent stay in the country, and I now attach a summary of 
the information which was obtained from her by her host on the occasion of her visit. ??? 
 
 We feel that we have reason to be satisfied with the experiment, which was yielded a 
great deal of fresh information, and has removed our uneasiness that Vera and her 
companions were sent here on a much important mission than any of the other spies who fell 
into our hands at or about the same time. 
 
 I would like to take this opportunity of expressing our appreciation of the manner in 
which you have co-operated with us in the planning and execution of this somewhat 
unorthodox course of action, which has been fully justified by the results which have been 
obtained. 
 
 

Your sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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KV 2/15-2, page 14 
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Instructions for Mission to England. 
 
 It would seem that the German Intelligence decided, at short notice, to plant a number 
of agents in England.  Apparently it was not till the end of August (1940) that the project was 
mentioned to Vera.  At that stage she and Drueke were in Brussels, . They were recalled to 
Hamburg, where Rantzau met them a few days before the left for Norway. (AOB, Vera 
previously gave the information: that a meeting was held at the Reichshof Hotel, that Dierks 
tried, in vain, to get Vera out of this endeavour. In the evening of 2nd September Dierks was 
fatally wounded, due to a car accident and passed away. Now Vera lacked the power to save 
herself from being send at a mission)   Rantzau (Maj. Ritter) instructed Vera that she was to 
proceed to the Duchess’s (Chateau Thierry) establishment in London with Drueke, taking 
with them the wireless set.  If the Duchess was no longer there they were to go to Soho and 
find a room.  The Duchess would get in touch with Rantzau (Major Ritter) by letter via 
Portugal.  Vera states that Drueke was never intended to use his set, and did not know morse.  
She also says that he did not know English.   It was intended that Vera and Drueke should 
remain in London for the duration, which meant no more than a few weeks, as invasion was 
said to be imminent and to be bound to be successful. 
 
 Waelti, on the other hand, was intended to use the wireless set which he carried and 
was to send messages “probably about aerodromes in Scotland”. (AOB, I don’t think so, as 
Waelti was caught about the train station in Edinburgh, in possession of a train ticket to 
London)  
 
Journey to London. 
 
 In the first week of September, 1940, the party set out from Berlin (AOB, wasn’t it 
Hamburg? Notice the route-map on page 42), and were presented with false passports, 
identity cards and ration books at the station (in Norway?)  They were escorted by a 
Hauptmann, who treated them like dirt.  Druecke remarked to him “We are like beasts being 
taken to the slaughter”.  They were handed over in Oslo to a representative of the local of the 
local Dienststelle (Otto?)   An abortive attempts was made to despatch them by fishing snack 
from Bergen, but when this fell through a plane was procured with great difficulty, in which 
they were flown to the Scottish coast. 
 
Conclusions. 
 
 It is now considered that we have been told substantially the whole truth by Vera, and 
it would seem that she and her companions were not more important than any of the other 
operational spies who arrived roughly at the same time (say, about September, maybe October 
1940).   They were obviously thrown to the wolves.  Doubtless the satisfaction which the 
directors of the German Intelligence responsible received from the venture was their ability to 
report to the High Command that they were despatching spies to the United Kingdom in 
preparation for the invasion, which was then the practical intention of the enemy. 
 
 The unhappy feeling that Vera, Drueke and Waelti arrived in this country with some 
particular mission, the nature of which would always remain a mystery to us, has now been 
removed. 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/15-2, page 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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Source: U.35  (Klop, Jonah Ustinov) 
 
Re   Vera Erikson. 
 
 I went to see Vera Erikson at Aylesbury yesterday.  May I explain, in order to lead up 
to what occurred, how I had planned to proceed.   You know that I had grave doubts if 
statements made by Vera of her private affairs were true.  I even thought that the name of De 
Schalburg might also be an invention.  At the same time I could not rid myself of the 
suspicion, expressed to you before, that Vera has relatives in England. 
  
 Before, when chatting about her life in Copenhagen, Vera had narrated how she took 
riding lessons there at the riding school which was run by a Russian.  No names were 
mentioned.  I asked a vantact (contact?) of mine in London for the name of the Russian who 
runs the riding school in Copenhagen, and was told that it was Colonel Kuli-Koosky (Kosky?) 
(married to a Russian Grand Duchess).  I also asked for the name of the Russian Minister in 
Copenhagen and was told that he was called Van der Vliet. (AOB, a typical Dutch name). 
 
 Armed with these two names, never mentioned by Vera, I began our talk yesterday 
with the communication of the contents of the aide memoire which you kindly gave 
yesterday, and which I am returning to you. (Vera)   I stressed that Vera had now “made her 
peace with us” and noticed unfeigned (frank) happiness descending over Vera’s anxious 
features. I also emphasised that she had now a chance to live up to the trust put in her by 
showing that she wants to collaborate loyally with the people who have shown her 
consideration.  This really moved Vera and she was quite sincere (I believe) when she said:  
“Life is not worth living for me, if it starts again with distrust.  The Russians did not trust me, 
the Germans distrust me the whole time and if you now start with distrusting me to make an 
end of it” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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KV 2/15-2, page 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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 After remarking “let us not become melodramatic (Vera protested against this 
interpretation of here thoughts and said that she  was dead serious)  I continued in a sterner 
mood: 
 
 “Before we start, Vera, let us get rid of all doubts.  Why did you lie to me about your 
private life?  Why did you tell me that you name was Schalburg if the people who ought to 
know this name have never heard of it? 
 
 Vera said:  “Who does not know this name?”.  
 
 I answered” “Neither Kuli-Kovski nor Van der Vliet have never heard it”. 
 
 The effect was shattering – but not in the sense in which I thought it would be. 
 
 Vera, with a desperate expression on her face, said: “You know, I begin to doubt my 
own reason.  How can Kulikovsky, who knows me well both as Vera de Schalburg and as 
Vera von Wedel, deny that he knows me?  I have often been to his house and my brother 
Konstantin de Schalburg is a great friend of his.  I simply have no explanation”.  And then 
(after a few moments of thought) “The only explanation I have is that Kulikovsky has heard 
from Konstantin that something has happened to me and is afraid of being involved in my 
affairs.  The same applies to Van der Vliet”. 
 
 All this on the part of Vera was so obviously sincere  (trustful)  and unrehearsed, that I 
now believe that she did not lie re the names Schalburg and Wedel. 
(AOB, there does exist a KV 2/1307 on Ernst Schalburg)  
 
 Emboldened (make confident) by this result I went further. I said: “Alright, let us 
leave it at that, Vera, by why did you never tell me that you had close relatives in England?”  
 
 Vera answered:   “Yes, my father’s brother, who has lived in London for the last 30 
years.” 
 
 
 
 

 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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KV 2/15-2, page 18 + 19 

 

 
↓ 
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I, pretending that I have always known this, said:  “But why keep all this from us?”.   Vera 
said: “I have only seen him two or three time before the war and he hardly knows me”.   I 
(Ustinov)  said:  “How would you describe his business?”.  Vera said:  “I suppose Export and 
Import business”.  (I did not press the matter further, not wanting to appear uninformed).  
 
 (I find in the Telephone Directory:  Schalburg & Co. LTD. 6, Borough High Street, 
S.E. 1. Hop. 14848, Hop. 3628, and Ernst Schalburg, 13, Sheffield Terrace, W.8. Park 4159. 
 
 I then asked Vera what was the reason which made her ask for the Colonel.  She said:  
“I wanted to correct a name which I have given you, but as nobody knew about you,  I asked 
for C. (as a matter of fact I think that she was quite disappointed that the Colonel had not 
arrived, as she thought that he would be the visitor who had been announced and had made 
herself very attractive for her visitor).  
 
 Vera told me this:   She has now remembered that the name which the Duchess 
brought back from Holland – as she thinks from Rantzau (Major Ritter – Rantzau, was 
suspended from Abwehrstelle Hamburg after his disaster with Snow (Arthur Owens) in 
February/March 1941 in Lisbon; he went first to intelligence in North Africa, where the latter 
also caused disasters and then was abandoned from all intelligence work; and since 
commanded an Artillery (regiment?) on the Eastern Front; though survived the war)  - was J. 
Hood (not john Wood).  He was definitely an inventor and the Duchess wrote or telephoned 
to his Club address which she received.  Wood was then not in London, however, but at the 
port where the “Thetis” disaster had occurred.  It was at the time of the disaster (3rd June 
1939). 
 
 Vera further told me that some time before her departure from London on her ill-fated 
mission all her passports had been taken away from her in Germany, with the knowledge and 
through the medium of her husband Wedel (Lt. Dierks).  Ultimately the Wedel passport was 
restored to her, but all the other passports were kept by Rantzau’s people (Ast-X section I L).   
The reason was that Vera had fallen out with her German employers and they wanted to 
prevent her leaving Germany. 
 
 Vera thinks that very possible the Germans are making use of both the Schalburg and 
the De Cottani passports now.  The first is Danish, the second is Austrian or Hungarian. Her 
Vera Erikson passport she did not throw into the sea (this is my mistake) but handed it to 
Andersen on the boat. 
 
 When I gave Vera her instructions for the island she said “But what about Vicki 
Borghese.  Is she not to bother about idle tumours, but to act, as if she was the only agent we 
had on the island.  Vera promised to make a success of her new mission.  I think that she in 
good spirits and believe that she will do her best.  She swore that my name will never pass her 
lips. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/15-2, page 20 + 21 

 
         U 35 (Klop / Ustinov) 
   5.3.42 
Re:  Vera Erikson. 
I have asked Sloane, to hand the attached not left by Vera at Barrow Elm, to his CS graphologist 
friend. The graphologist’s conclusion are, in my view, amazingly good. 
I return the carcass of Vera’s emergency ration book. 

 
Translation. 
I have an unpleasant feeling with this handwriting. 
The writer (woman) is a cold and calculating person. 
Easy youth, good upbringing, education (culture) medium. 
Certain doubtless existing talents were never developed because of too little energy and diligence 
(thoroughness). 
Very selfish, a hard person, who feels lost (lonely) and not happy in her present situation. (of course!) 
She has great worries about a person close to her. (Drueke) 
A great many social lies, even during writing of the material in front of me there were some mental 
reservations.  Has a great deal of interest, perhaps too much, in other people’s affairs and often judges 
strangers too harshly. 
Very easy offended pride, sufficient vanity. 
Has had a great erotic disappointment. 
On the whole very indolent (apathetic), and lazy, in spite of occasional flickering of energy. 
Cool, calculating, as mentioned above. 
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↓ 
KV 2/15-2, page 35 

 

 
D.G. (Director General) 
 The attached report upon the case of Vera Erikson is entirely the work of U.35 (Klop/Ustinov) 
who, as you remember, was in charge of her during the brief interlude when she was allowed out of 
the Holloway Prison. I hope you will find that this long and interesting report has justified the 
experiments which were made.  I am having a detailed comparison made of the information which is 
contained in it with the information previously obtained at the time of her arrest. In general, however, I 
can safely say that the present report contains a great deal of entirely new and interesting information.  
In one way, I feel that perhaps the negative implications are more important than the positive. 
 U.35 is entirely satisfied that Vera has now given us the truth, and on this, from discussion I 
have had with him, I am inclined to agree.  It therefore finally removes from our minds the unhappy 
feeling that she and the two men with whom she arrived in this country had some particular mission, 
the nature of which we never learn.  The truth seems to be that she and her companions were not more 
important than any of the other operational spies who arrived at roughly the same time (Sept.-Oct. 
1940).  They were obviously thrown to the wolves.  Doubtless the only satisfaction which the directors 
of the German intelligence in Norway obtained from the venture was their ability to report to the High 
Command (O.K.W.)  that they were dispatching spies to the united Kingdom in preparation for the 
invasion which was then the practical intention of the High Command. 
 All the new information is being studied and following up by Mr. Milmo, of B.1.B.(M.I.5) 
A.D.B.1  D.G. White 26.2.42    
 

↓ 



 22 

 
KV 2/15-2, page 39 

 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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II. Career of Vera Erikson. 

II a. Origin and life until first marriage. 
The origin of Vera is shrouded in mystery. She gives as date of her birth December 10th 1912.  
At first she refused to say, where she was born, claiming, that this was a private matter, which 
had nothing to do with her offence.  When told, however, that her accent in Russian suggested 
her origin from somewhere between Kieff (Kiev) and Warschaw, she gave Kieff (Kiev) as her 
birthplace.  Her reticence (reserve) in this matter is, in my opinion, due to the fact, that she is 
not pure Russian, but partly “non-Aryan”. This secret must have become, in years of 
concealment, first from her husband, von Wedel (Hilmar Dierks second marriage)  and later 
from her Nazi masters, her sorest point.   Once revealed, it probably offered her German 
employers an ideal means of blackmailing her into submission (obedience),   It also might 
explain the strange attitude adopted towards her soon after marriage by her second husband, 
von Wedel (Dierks) (see under II c) Vera pretends to know nothing about her parents, for 
whom she claims the name of Staritzky, and she even suggests, that she may be an 
illegitimate child.  As she called herself, in Russian, Vera Feodorova, her father’s Christian 
name ought to have been “Feodor”.. Vera says,  that she was adopted in Russia by Russians of 
German origin, called von Schalburg, who left Russia with her after the revolution in 1918 or 
1919, settled in Denmark and assumed Danish nationality.  This explains, according to Vera, 
the possession of her Danish passport, issued in the name of Vera de (von?) Schalburg.  As a 
young girl, Vera joined in Paris the ballet school of the Russian dancer Trefilov and came 
over with this dancer’s company to dance ballet in England.  This must have been about 1927.  
The fact, that Vera has an extensive knowledge in music in general and the ballet in 
particular, makes her claims sound true.  Apart from music, Vera Erikson is well versed 
history and literature.  She even learnt Latin in school and gave prove of her knowledge.  She 
speaks, write and reads five languages in the following orders:  Russian, (her mother tongue), 
German (her writing wasn’t elaborate), French, Danish and English.  The impression, Vera 
Erikson produces, is that of an intelligent Russian girl of an upper middle class family with a 
sound and thorough education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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KV 2/15-2, page 40 

 
↓ 
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b.  Life after marriage to Sergi Ivanovitch Ignatieff. 
Vera’s association with, and marriage to, Ignatieff in 1930 i.e. at the age of 18, in Paris, starts 
her on the downwards slope of her career and life.  Ignatieff seems to have been as charming 
as he was unscrupulous.  Considerably her senior, he had a strange hold on her,  which lasted 
for six years, though she ceased, after one year of marriage, i.e. in 1931, to live with him 
under one roof and met him only occasionally in connection with “business”.  This “business” 
consisted in dope traffic and espionage for the Soviets government.  Ignatieff used his wife 
from practically the first day of their marriage as a courier for his illicit activities.  Vera was 
suited for her job,  She was young, attractive, resourceful courageous and in possession of a 
fair number of passports, and easy life of travel to capitals of Europe, (Berlin, Copenhagen, 
Brussels) satisfied her spirit of adventure without unduly troubling the sloth (laziness) of her 
mind.  A further kick was provided by the dope habit, which seems to have acquired from her 
husband (Ignatieff) who was a dope friend.    Vera pretends not to have known the contents of 
the parcels she delivered to compatriots at the Adlon Hotel in Berlin or in the other capitals.  
The men she met, were, according to her, always called “Ivanoff” (Ivanov) or “Petroff”, and 
she never bothered, whether she handed the dope or military secrets.  The whole Ignatieff 
affair is a mystery to me, and it bristles with contradictions. The most blatant (obvious) of 
these is, that the same Ignatieff who was “shot” by the Bolchviks in 1936 ? (in earlier KV 2/ 
references it was noticed that Ignatieff was by then in Spain), thereby enabling Vera to marry 
von Wedel (Hilmar Dierks) non-bigamously in 1937, still seemed to be writing anonymous 
letters to her friend, major Mackenzie in London in 1939 and to herself, accusing Vera of 
being a Soviet spy.  The story, that Ignatieff was a count and belonged to the well known 
Russian family of that name, can I think, be dismissed, as, according to friends of this family, 
there does not exist a Count Serged Ivanovitch but only a Sergei Alexejevich, who is much 
older and is married to a well known Russian actress.  The only concrete trace we have of 
Vera’s first husband Ignatieff seems to be scar below her heart, caused by a deep wound 
inflicted in a fit of jealousy with a knife in 1936.  This wound, though healed, still causes her 
considerable pain. A yet uglier scar  was, however, left by Ignatieff on Vera’s moral fibre. 
I have not dealt at length with the Ignatieff episode, for I feel that is impossible to render a 
true picture in the nebulous atmosphere of concealment, half truths and commitment to 
previous lies, with which this episode is surrounded.  I have not insisted on the whole truth in 
this matter and have not tried to see it shorn of romance and glamour, convinced,  that it does 
not materially affect the issues, in which we are more interested. 
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c.   Life after marriage to Hans Friedrich von Wedel (Hilmar Dierks). 
1.   Work against the “Reds”. 

Vera’s marriage to Hans Friedrich von Wedel is on a different plane and could have offered 
an opportunity to cast a glance into the organisation of the German Intelligence Service.  
Unfortunately this opportunity is denied to us, for Vera was never allowed to penetrate 
beyond the periphery of the German Intelligence Service.  She remained, though she married 
von Wedel, (if she married him), very small fry, and the information that can be gathered 
from her, is that of Vera de (von) Schalburg or Vera Erikson and not that of Vera von Wedel. 
The circumstances, in which Vera was enlisted for the German intelligence Service, throw 
light on the recruiting methods of this Service.  In 1937, in Brussels,  Vera was a lady in 
distress (suffering). She had just learnt from an official of the Belgian Aliens department, who 
knew her family, the Schalbourgs, then domiciled in Brussels, that she was on the German 
“Black list”,  owing to her previous work for the Russian Intelligence Service.  The Belgium 
official warned her, not to enter Germany, if she valued her freedom.    Vera immediately 
informed her step-brother, Constantin de (von) Schalbourg, in Kopenhagen, of her 
predicament, knowing, that he had Nazi sympathies and Nazi contacts. These contacts were, it 
seems, of the most solid and effective nature.  Constantin addressed himself to his friend, 
Wending Christensen, who got in touch with his fiend, Dr. Lueders, who informed his Chief 
Rantzau (Abwehrstelle Hamburg).  The next thing, that happened, was a telephone call for 
Vera in Brussels from a Dr. zum Stuhreck, (Herr von Wedel)(=Hilmar Dierks), inviting Vera, 
to meet him, in order to discuss questions of mutual interests.  Matters were soon put right for 
Vera and she started working, no more for the “Reds”,  but against them.  I (Klop / Ustinov) 
have asked Vera,  how it was, that Rantzau immediately despatched a man of Wedel’s 
standing, to contact a woman about whom not too much can have been known.  Vera’s 
answer was, that the German flaired an opportunity, to break into the Russian espionage net, 
but had thought, that it was a bigger case. 
Who was this man Wedel?   He was, according to Vera, 55 (48), when he was killed in the fist 
days of September 1940 (in the evening of 2nd Sept. 1940) in a car smash in Hamburg during 
the blackout, with Vera’s lover, Drueke at the wheel. 
 
This is Vera’s description of him: Hair white, eyes brown, figure slim and of medium height, 
nose plain, appearance not particularly distinguished. 
(AOB, it was my intention, to implement a picture of Hilmar Dierks, which was a few days 
ago accessible on the web, and since I tried it today, seemingly it has been removed. I 
suppose, by the one who took charge of this quite old website. Reason? Maybe has someone 
got knowledge of our concern of this (Dierks) related subject?) 
He worked “semi-officially” for the “Geheimdienst”.  This means presumably, that he had a 
business cover and passed, for a particular purpose, as a businessman.  Vera makes a point of 
saying, that Wedel worked for Canaris, whilst she associates Rantzau in some way with 
Himmler. (AOB, this latter is untrue)  
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He called himself “Oberleutnant Dierks” (AOB, she might have mixed-up matters, because 
when she encountered Dierks for the first time in 1937, he was Leutnant and became about 
21st June 1940 Oberleutnant), but mostly “Dr. zum Stuhreck”.   This is the name Vera used 
for him.  As a cover he had an export-and import business in Antwerp, 26 Rue de l’Etoile, 
where every sort of goods, even works of art, passed through. He had a post-box address in 
Amsterdam:  Mej.(Miss) Sophie Kruse, Prinsengracht, and in Brussels he used the address of 
Vera’s forster parents, the Schalbourgs, 193, Avenue Paul Dechanel, Schaerbeek, for the 
same purpose. (AOB, from his point of view, a good matter enjoying comfort together with 
the attractive Vera, and secondly possessing “clean” mail addresses)   In Hamburg Wedel’s 
business address was:  Pappenhuderstrasse 1. Wedel hat 3 or 4 secretaries and 3 secret 
telephones.  Vera says, that she did not know the name of a single of Wedel’s secretaries, 
having only seen one of them, a blond, once, when she brought Vera money to her boarding 
house in Hamburg,  Of Gisela Scheel Vera has never heard.  Wedel travelled a great deal, 
mainly in France, Belgium and Holland.  He was also, in lesser degree connected with 
Sweden.  At the time of his death he was due to go to the Balkans. 
Wedel’s English was not very good, his French was good and his Dutch was perfect.  His 
hobby was: shooting.  His ideal was:  To retire and lead a quite life.  Wedel’s life, so farm did 
not seem to have been a very quite one.  According to Vera, he was a German spy in England 
before and at the beginning of the last war. (AOB, with his poor English language?)  His age, 
then, must have been about 29 years.(AOB, born 5th January 1889 he was in 1914: 25 years of 
age)  As far as I could gather from Vera, he then posed in England as a Dutchman. (Dierks 
was born in Leer, Ost-Friesland, which local dialect does not differ much from the adjacent 
Dutch provinces) Here upon went to Holland and continued to work there for the German 
espionage Service.  Wedel told Vera, that he was nearly killed in Amsterdam, when British 
and French “colleagues” hit him on the head and left him lying “dead”.  Vera gives credence 
(credibility) to this story, as Wedel, in her opinion, was not a boastful nature.  Vera says, that 
Wedel had a number of decorations amongst which the Iron Cross from the last war.  She has 
seen her husband, though rarely, in Reichswehruniform.  According to some people, Wedel 
was a sailor.  He was married before.  Vera’s vagueness about Wedel’s past life extends to his 
family.  One would have thought, that a man, belonging to a family so well known in 
Germany, would be in touch with at least some of his relations.  Vera says, that she has never 
met a single other member of the Wedel family.  Her husband was not in contact with the 
clan.  He was the “black sheep of the family”.  I am, supposing that von Wedel is the man’s 
real name, inclined to believe, that he was a young officer before the last war, “soiled his 
crest”, as the Germans say (according to Vera he had crest (crown) in his ring, but she never 
bothered  to find out, what it represented), had to leave the Army or Navy and to make good 
either in the Colonies or as a spy. 
(AOB, this is a reasonable proof of U.35 alias of Ustinov, that he isn’t too smart at all; which 
I already have noticed several times much earlier; because von Wedel’s real name was Hilmar 
Gustav Johannes Dierks)  These people never made good, however, brave they were, for the 
always remained the “black sheep” of → the family. (But he actually wasn’t the black sheep 
of the family)    
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→ the family.” 
This may explain the strange marriage of Hans Friedrich von Wedel, Intelligence officer of 
the Third Reich to Vera Ignatieff, Soviet agent,  Wedel, no more from the top drawer, some 
27 (23) years older than the attractive Russian girl, may have felt, that he is not a loser in this 
match.    It must moreover not be forgotten, that Vera through her step brothers, the 
Sachalbourgs (Schalburg), had good contacts with the German and Danish nobility, and if 
Wedel did attach any importance to social standing and breeding, Vera was at least equal. 
If one believes Vera’s story, Wedel must have been in love with her at the time of the 
marriage, for it was he, who insisted on marriage.  He even went to the extent of faking the 
questionnaire, which Vera had to fill in before marriage, in order to prove her ”arian” descent.  
I asked Vera:  “If you know nothing about your parents, let alone your grand parents, how 
could you satisfy the German authorities on this point of the “arian” descent.   Vera’s answer 
was:  “Wedel filed the dates in for me. I do not know, what he wrote”. She added: “These 
officers of the geheimdienst can do that sort of thing, just as they can arrange for illegal 
operations, forbidden to other people under heavy penalties”.  This remark of Vera’s made me 
wonder, if the technical reason for Wedel’s marriage to Vera was not by chance pregnancy on 
her part, (German sometimes suffer from sudden attacks of decency)(AOB, nonsense, this 
happens all over the world, also in the U.K and elsewhere!), as I am convinced, that their 
affair started in Brussels at the time of Vera’s conversion. (AOB, why not?)  
The marriage took place at a Registry Office (Standesamt?) in Hamburg in October 1937.  
Vera swears, that she was truly married to von Wedel and proposes to show me the entries in 
the registry book in Hamburg after the war.   
Whatever happened-they never set up a home together, and whilst Wedel, from 1937 to 1940 
was either travelling on the Continent or staying at his Hamburg “business” address, Vera was 
spending her life and time in Hotels, boarding houses with her foster parents in Brussels or in 
picture theatres,  In Hamburg she stayed in a boarding house, Johnsalle 65 

 
Copyright Google Earth  

The river at the upper side is the Elbe 
(AOB: By the way, this address was not too far from Dierk’s address at Rothenbaumschaussee 83, 
actually at walking distance.) 
..in Berlin, under the same name in a boardinghouse in the Kaiserallee and in Brussels also at the 
palace Hotel. I cannot help thinking, that Wedel must have come to the conclusion, that apart from 
marrying an ex-red-spy, he made himself guilty of “race-shaming” and in order to achieve all these 
results he had committed a forgery at the Hamburg Registry Office!  These precautions must have 
weighted on his mind and must have confirmed him in his obvious efforts, to avoid private contact 
with Vera. It must have suited Wedel therefore, to see his wife engaged by Rantzau, whom she met as 
“Rencken” after her marriage, for investigation concerning the “Reds”.  
(AOB, might Vera once have been blackmailed with her backgrounds by Major 
Ritter/Rantzau?) 



 32 

KV 2/15-2, page 44 

 
↓ 
 



 33 

In 1938 Rantzau introduced Vera to Dr. Egon Fischer. (AOB, this is just reverse to what Vera 
told previously, when she stated that it was through Dr. Fischer that she came in contact with 
the German Abwehr)  She started working for him in Brussels.  Vera was asked to try and 
find Vladimir Orloff and then work under him.  She also met a Dr. Fritsch with Dr. Egon 
Fischer.  They always stayed at the Palace Hotel in Brussels.  Orloff introduced Vera to an 
Austro-Italian, Dr. Krause, who said to Orloff in Vera’s presence:  “I have to go to England 
tomorrow and you have not got the papers ready”.  Krause asked Orloff, if Vera could go to 
Switzerland on a job in Geneva.  For this purpose Vera had to go to Amsterdam to Dr. Egon 
Fischer and wait for orders.  She waited for two months and then, one day, Fischer said,  that 
she was not wanted to go the Geneva.  After this time Vera never saw Fischer again. 
Vera’s debut in German Intelligence Service makes dull reading.  Her work against the 
“Reds” was not a success.  Her performance in Duchess’s Chateau Thierry circus in London 
looks like a failure.  

2.  With the Duchess de Chateau Thierry in London. 
It is significant, that the name of the Duchesse de Chateau Thierry invariably provokes a 
smile on Vera Erikson’s lips.  The time, Vera spent at the Dorset House flat of the Duchess 
from March 1939 till the beginning of September 1939, now seems a huge joke to her, -filled, 
as it was, with incessant impecuniosities and make-believe, the non-payment of showers of 
bills and a collection of people as odd and as mixed as Vera had ever met in her life.  This 
smile on Vera’s lips is not what Rantzau had originally aimed at, then, through Wedel, he got 
in touché with her in February 1939 and told her to go to London and stay with the Duchess, 
as her lady companion.   
Rantzau meant business.  He gave Vera her first big chance.  To begin with, in February 
1939, she had to learn photography for a month in Hamburg with the photographer Krueger.  
The lessons were given in Rantzau’s offices in the Oberkommando. (AOB, after a telephone 
conversation with Rudolf Staritz on 20.1.’20, this building was situated in the 
Knochenhauerstrasse (wartime street name) now, according to [603] Sophienterrasse) A Leica 
camera was used, first outdoors. Vera had to wade through thick lesson book (much to her 
disgust) and to gain experience in use of a tripod, in order to be able to photograph documents 
with ease. 
These were the instructions given to Vera by Rantzau for her stay with Duchess: 
1.Not to mention his name to the Duchess. 
2.To report on what the officers, who were supposed to come to the Duchess’ flat and other 
people  said about the possibility of war. 
3.To get hold of any documents, belonging to officers visiting the Duchess and to photograph 
them.  The films were not to be developed in England and not to be sent by post, but be taken 
personally by her to Rantzau.    
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4.   To find people, who would be prepared to work for Rantzau, preferably people who are 
hard in dept or in trouble.  Air matters to be given first place. 
Rantzau spoke to Vera about people in London, who could be helpful to her.  He mentioned 
the Russian Colonel Fromm (IV c3) and an “instructor”, whom he described as a British 
Captain of German origin.   Vera assumes, that this instructor must have been in the Air 
Force, as this was the arm, in which Rantzau was most interested. 
 In view of Rantzau’s instructions to Vera, not to use the post, but to bring the material 
personally to him, it is significant, that Vera, during her six months stay with the Duchess in 
London, went to Brussels for a week, “to see her husband”.  She must, in my view have also 
seen Rantzau then, for on no other occasion can he have made the remark about Wilkinson’s 
work and that of the Duchess (IV c4).  The next opportunity would only have been after the 
outbreak of war, on the return of Vera from London, when Rantzau must have had other 
preoccupations.  The Duchess also went to the Continent during Vera’s stay in London and 
brought the name John? Wood (Hood?) (IV c b) back with her from Holand, presumably from 
Rantzau. 
Amongst the persons belonging to the circle of the Duchess de Chateau Thierry, suspect 
working for the German Intelligence Service, Tibor Weber  (IV c 5) deserves attention.  Dr. 
Krueger’s description of him:  “Dammed little double crosser” suggests previous contacts 
with the Germans.  Weber also asked Vera in London, if she would like to earn money than as 
companion to the Duchess, by stealing documents from Vassilieff, a Russian connected with 
the Soviet Embassy, whom she was to approach in a restaurant. 
Rantzau’s instructions to Vera were, it seems, useless.  Vera says, that the expected officers 
never turned up. She could, in any case, not have taken photographs of their documents, as 
there was no camera and no money to buy one.  The financial stringency at the Dorset House 
flat was sometimes so pronounced, that there was only dry bread to eat.  Vera says, that she 
received no money from Rantzau, but only £10 a month from her husband (Dierks).  She 
pretends not to have rendered German Intelligence a single service during that period and to 
have returned to Germany after the outbreak of war. More then ever determined “to get out” 
of the racket. 
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   3.   First year of the war. 
The next 12 months, the first year of the war, stood, for Vera, under the sign of Drueke.   Vera 
left England a few days after the outbreak of the war.  She had originally intended to travel 
via Ostend and to proceed to Brussels. She had, however, to take the route via Holland and 
arrived at the Hague without money. As befits the wife of Dr. zum Sthrick (Dierks) , she went 
straight to the boardinghouse of blonde Heini Fieme (Tini) in the (de) Riemerstraat, where 
Rantzau too, received his correspondence in separate envelope addressed “Richards”.  Vera 
asked Heini Fieme (Tini) to give her Wedel’s telephone number in Hamburg, which she had 
forgotten. (considering the Dutch telephone directory of early spring 1937, this “pension” did 
not possess their own telephone connection; or it could have been on Tini’s  or someone 
else’s surname, unknown to me)  Heini Fiene (Tini) said: “There is at present a friend of your 
husband staying here, who knows the number”.  Heini Tini then introduced Vera to her future 
lover.  Wedel was absent from Hamburg.  Drueke bought Vera’s (train) ticket to Hamburg 
and helped her with her luggage at the station.   Vera fell immediately for Drueke.  I asked her 
for the reason. She said: “He was nice to me”.  There is more in this remark than meets the 
eye.  Vera was no more accustomed to these people being nice to her.  Wedel, though 
jealousy guarding his honour as husband (in Hamburg he forbade her to write to Drueke) saw 
in her, as did all the others, only an instrument to be used for professional purposes.  Drueke’s 
position must have been similar as that of Vera.  He was tied to the gang hands and feet.  His 
physical appearance made Vera sick, that he was not of pure Germanic extraction.  He was, as 
far as Vera knew, not a member of the party.  His remark: “Why cannot the leave my mother 
in Cassel in peace?” and the fact, that, when in Hamburg in February 1940, he could not 
travel to Brussels, in connection with his business there, because he had received neither an 
exit permit nor “Devisen” (foreign currency) and was even derived of his passport, increased 
her suspicion. (AOB, his sister lived still in Lehr Ost Friesland, as is proved in Dierks’ dead 
certificate dealt with in Part IV, this address might have been registered officially) 
The fact, that Wedel called Drueke “Karl Theo”,  whilst Drueke called the other man “ Herr 
von Wedel) showed one-side intimacy, based on long standing relationship between superior 
and inferior.  Drueke was not, what Vera calls a “permanent” agent.  I assume therefore, that 
he was a “Gelegenheits-“ i.e. occasional agent.  He had business in Brussels, with one 
Lehmann, who cheated him, which led to the severance of their relations.  
When Vera left for Hamburg from the Hague, she was arrested by the Gestapo (AOB, 
nonsense, Grenzschutz. The Gestapo was the secret police, which mainly dealt with criminal 
affairs combined with a political context. It is quite annoying that everyone spoke/speaks 
about Gestapo, which might sound impressive, thought was not in charge here) at Bad 
Bentheim (the border town) on the frontier.  The Gestapo did not like the Danish passport, 
issued in Paris, of a woman coming straight from England a few days after the outbreak of the 
war.  Vera asked the Gestapo to get in touch with the Oberkommando in Hamburg 
(Wehrkreiskommando) in Hamburg → and soon their offensive tone towards her changed to 
abject servility.  I think, that this small incident, related to me by Vera, is rather significant for 
her position as Frau von Wedel. 
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→ and soon their offensive tone towards her changed to abject servility.  I think, that this 
small incident, related to me by Vera, is rather significant for her position as Frau von Wedel. 
Vera’s next meeting with Drueke took place in Hamburg, in February 1940, when, as related, 
Drueke was without his passport.   By June 1940 (thus after the occupation of the Low 
Countries) Drueke has his passport restored to him and their next meeting took place on June 
20th in Brussels, where Vera had gone with her husband.  It struck me, that Vera remembers 
the date of this meeting.  I feel, that this day was responsible for the miscarriage, Vera had in 
London.   (I asked Vera in connection with this miscarriage, if she had by chance been told on 
the other side, that the English do not execute pregnant women.  Vera answered: “Nobody, 
not even Drueke knew, that I was expecting a child.  I would have taken the secret with me 
into the world.  The British would not have known about it, if the miscarriage had not been 
brought about by exposure in the seawater and by my fall in prison”.   I (Klop / Ustinov) am 
sure Vera meant it. Whilst Vera stayed on in Brussels,  Drueke travelled several times from 
Brussels to Berlin or Hamburg.  They both arrived in Hamburg the end of August, a few days 
before their departure from Norway.  (AOB, please be aware: Drueke was actually not meant 
for an operation abroad. But we may consider, that some pressure was put upon him, as he 
consequently had been responsible for Dierks death; because he drove the car in with which 
Drueke caused the fatal accident ending up with Dierks’ death, in the evening of 2nd 
September 1940 in Hamburg) Vera felt the whole time, that some sort of pressure was being 
exerted on Drueke.  His remark to her:  “When Germans are hard pressed, they whine 
(weinen), when they are top the are unbearable”,  shows, that Drueke had not too high an 
opinion of his country men. (AOB, please notice also - according to what we know: Drueke 
was born from un-married mother. He left at about (1919) at an age of 13 for France, and 
lived there most of his live; albeit he spent some time in prison being charged for espionage 
on behalf of Germany; then left for Belgium) Drueke, according to Vera knew, that he would 
not return alive from this journey to England.   Before they departed from Hamburg, Drueke 
left all his property to Vera in a will, deposited at the Oberkommando (Wehrkreiskommando 
– X).  Vera calls Drueke” the only man, I have ever loved and shall ever love”. His name 
brings instantly tears into her eyes.  Her one grief is the thought, that Drueke may have died, 
thinking, that she has betrayed him.  Her one aim was, she says, to save his life, which was 
dearer to her than her own.  
Wedel, who was jealous of Drueke, seems, on his side, to have tried, in the last moment, to 
prevent Vera being sent to England (remember meeting held at Hotel Reichshof about end of 
August and 2nd September). When, beginning or middle of August, the telegram from Berlin 
arrived (Hamburg?) in Brussels, summoning Vera to Hamburg, in order to prepare for the 
journey to England, Wedel said furiously “Rantzau is again at it”.  Wedel (Oblt. Dierks), at 
first, told Vera not to go to Hamburg, but later rang up from headquarters (Ast-Brussels), 
telling her to obey the order but adding, that he would go to Berlin and speak to Canaris about 
it.     
Soon after, Wedel was dead. (Not instantly, according the very facts) Vera, who pretends 
having seen his body, said, death might have been caused by a shot, fired at close range, 
through the head.  The only witnesses in the car were Drueke, whose nose was broken and a 
mystery woman, whom nobody knew. 
→ Drueke himself was intoxicated (they visited a wine bar, where they consumed quite some 
alcohol), when the accident happened and was never the same again. (AOB, maybe 
understandable, when somebody caused a fatal accident, wherein a friend was killed due to 
his fault)  According to Vera, her husband Wedel (Dierks) was lately getting increasingly 
critical of affairs in Germany.   
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→ Drueke himself was intoxicated (they visited a wine bar, where they consumed quite some 
alcohol), when the accident happened and was never the same again. (AOB, maybe 
understandable, when somebody caused a fatal accident, wherein a friend was killed due to 
his fault)  According to Vera, her husband Wedel (Dierks) was lately getting increasingly 
critical of affairs in Germany.   
 

4.   Instructions for mission to England. 
 
For reasons best known to themselves, the Chiefs of the German Intelligence Service (Ast-X 
in Hamburg) must have decided to plant these agents in England at the shortest possible 
notion. Up to some time in August no order had been received by Vera, to be ready for her 
own invasion of England.  According to Rantzau’s statement, made the end of August (1940), 
he had sent “many” agents to the South of England.  He could not send any more, “because it 
was beginning to be difficult”. 
However this may be – up to the very end of August Vera and Drueke were still in Brussels.  
It is true, that Drueke was then going several time to Hamburg (to the Abwehrstelle) or Berlin 
and may have received detailed instructions for the mission to England.  Vera, in any case, 
did not receive instructions, until she met Rantzau in Hamburg, a few days before her 
departure for Norway. (AOB, consider after the 2nd Sept. + the few days that Drueke had to 
remain in hospital for his broken nose) 
Rantzau (= Major Nikolaus Ritter) says Vera, told her to go to the Duchess (Chateau Thierry) 
at Dorset House and wait until someone came to fetch the wireless set. If the Duchess was not 
there, Vera should go to Soho, find a room there and wait till she was communicated with.  
The Duchess would get in touch with Rantzau by letter via Portugal.  Waelti was to use his 
wireless set, but Drueke was only to bring his to London.  According to Vera, Drueke did not 
know Morse.  
All, this was, of course based on the assumption, that the party would get to London.  The 
original plan was, that they should land on the Shetland Islands, and from there they could 
“hire a boat” to England or wait and continue their voyage by regular passenger steamer, 
when on was due.  They were to pose as refugees.  Vera thinks, that her own role was, apart 
from piloting Drueke to London and to the Duchess’ flat, to lend, as a woman, that very 
refugee touch to the party.  Vera does not think, that any woman had been sent to England by 
the Germans before in the same way and that her mission was a try-out.  Waelti was to send 
messages “probably about aerodromes in Scotland”. (AOB, I doubt: because, why was he on 
his way to London; captured in front of a train station in Edinburgh, possessing already a train 
ticket for London in his pocket!).  Vera denies, that Drueke was meant for any other purpose, 
than to carry the wireless set to London.  His English was bad. (AOB, but his letter 
written to his Solicitor Mr Figg,(page 9-10) a few days before his execution, expressed 
at least some knowledge of the English language writing)  Both she and Drueke were to 
remain in London for the duration, i.e. two weeks, till the (German invasion)  sets in. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1705-KV-2-1706-Part-IV-V6-Druecke-Vera-Waelti.pdf
https://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1705-KV-2-1706-Part-IV-V6-Druecke-Vera-Waelti.pdf


 42 

KV 2/15-2, page 49 

 
 
↓ 
 



 43 

KV 2/15-2, page 50 

 
 
↓ 
 
 



 44 
III. 

b.   Account of Journey. 
 
A few days before departure from Hamburg Vera learns, that she will receive the name of “Erikson”. 
 
Hamburg.   Hauptmann of Luftwaffe Bruhns (Vera spoke once of the latter in the context of a kind of conference 
held at the Reichshof Hotel in Hamburg) sees Vera, Drueke and Waelti off on day in first week of September 
1940.  Dr. Krueger brings passports, identity cards and rationbooks to Station (at Ast-X head quarters at 
Knochenhauerstrasse?).   Vera sees these papers for first time and signs them then and there. Drueke and Waelti 
receive their wireless sets.  Vera, Drueke and Waelti are in the charge of Hauptmann Ahlers, who is to take them 
to Oslo.  Ahlers is in the Reichswehr uniform (I don’t think this be true) of a cavalry regiment. 
Stralsund. Voyage from Stralsund to Trelleborg by ferry. Vera, Drueke and Waelti being civilians are not 
admitted on ferry, which is filled with German soldiers on way to Norway through Sweden.  Captain (Hptm.) 
Ahlers hurries off on a bicycle and secures permission for his charge to travel by ferry.  On journey to Oslo 
Ahlers treats his three companions “like dirt” and has his meals separately.  There is a scene between Drueke and 
Captian (Hptm.) Ahlers in the course of which Drueke was to the captain: “We are like beasts being taken to the 
slaughterhouse”.   
Oslo.   Dr. Müller takes over from Captain Ahlers.  A man from the “Dienststelle” (Ast Norwegen) helps to buy 
clothes.  Three bicycles (maybe a sing of U.35’s (Ustinov) lack of proper English) for the trip to England are 
provided.  Dr. Müller accompanies Vera, Drueke and Waelti to Bergen.  
Bergen.   The party is met by “Little Anderson”, a German with knowledge of Norway. This man takes charge.  
Dr. Müller stays on. They start by boat, provided by “Little Anderson” for Shetland.  The Norwegian captain of 
the boat, also called Anderson and his brother are always drunk on the voyage and are so the Norwegian cook 
and the Norwegian, Edwardson, who has joined the party with the others. 
Captain Anderson makes for the Shetland Islands, where the party is to be landed but shows so little enthusiasm 
for the project, that the boat, at the slightest suggestion of the proximity of British aircraft, constantly seeks 
shelter in Norwegian fiords, where the native population is duly informed by the captain on the character and 
object of his  passengers. 
Aalesund.   Captain Anderson brings his ship safely to port and temporarily renounces every idea of landing the 
party on the Shetland Islands.  Two to three days alter, Drueke, after “Little Anderson” had phoned, leaves alone 
for Oslo.  Vera and Waelti follow him after a couple of days. Edwardson remains in Aalesund.        
Stavanger.   Vera, Drueke and Waelti are brought from Oslo in a Rolls Royce car by “Fat Anderson” and “Little 
Anderson”.  A German Air Force major tells the three would-be spies that the whole enterprise is “sheer lunacy”. 
He says that no plane is immediately available, but that he is trying to provide one.  Parachutes, he adds, are out 
of the question.  Then Hauptmann Bruhms arrives (we might have encountered him in Vera’s story told about 
the meeting held at the Reichshof Hotel in Hamburg) by plane from Hamburg.  Bruhms is visibly worried, that 
the party has not left yet.  After everybody had already hoped, that the journey was abandoned and that the return 
journey home could begin, Bruhms (Brahms?) provided a plane.  “Fat Anderson” and “Little Anderson” depart. 
Bruhns sees Vera, Drueke and Waelti off in the night of 29/30 Sept. 40 from Stavanger aerodrome.  On board a 
pilot, an observer and possibly a mechanic. 
Scotland.   After having been transferred from the seaplane to a rubber boat near the Scottish coast.  All three 
bicycles are dumped overboard. To prevent the rubberboat filling with water.  They land. Vera and Drueke turn 
left, Waelti turns right. Vera and Drueke are arrested on a station platform, where they are waiting to board a 
train. 
 

 
Do you believe three bicycles + three men and two suitcases can fit within it? No! 

↓ 
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The Governor       Box 500 
H.M. Prison       parliament Street S.W.1. 
Holloway. N.7   
 
    6683 (her prisoner number) Chateau Thierry 
(AOB, apparently Duchess Chateau Thierry was in prison at the time) 
 The following is a copy of a report taken when the above named person was visited on 
6.2.42. sent for your information. 
 
Sir, 
 6683 Chateau Thierry  was today visited for 15 minutes by Mrs. Elam, 5. Logan Place 
W.8. The whole conversation concerned domestic affairs and Mrs. Elam enquired after 
several in E. Wing.  Chateau Thierry told her visitor she was very surprised at that awful 
Erikson being released, as she herself had been told that she was detained here for harbouring 
Erikson and if she would give information she would be released, but she did not know 
anything, the woman went to her and told her a pack of lies. 
 
     I am Sir, 
         Your obedient servant 
      R. Stevenson    Officer 
 
     Signed A. Brown 
      Governor  
     10.2.42 
 

↓ 
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PF 53988/B.1.B (M.I.5)/HPM(Milmo)   12th February, 1942 
Dear Miss Davies, 
 With reference to your letter of the 4th. February, W 16616 (Vera’s inmate number), the Vera 
Erikson experiment will be concluded by Monday next, the 16th. February, when we would like to 
return her to Aylesbury Prison(North-West of London). I am therefore writing to ask that a new 
12(5A) Detention Order should be made out, taking effect as from that date. 
 We have not yet had detailed reports of the progress made, and will not be in a position to let 
you have a full statement until we have had an opportunity of seeing Vera’s host (U.35 Klop/Ustinov) 
at the conclusion of her visit.  At the present stage I can only say that a certain amount of information 
has been forthcoming, but that it is apparent that Vera is correct in saying that she does not know a 
great deal.  The reports which have had from the various people who have been in contact with Vera 
since her release all agree she has shown every desire to assist and has talked freely. 
 
 We are strongly opposed to Vera returning to Holloway (Prison), where she would have to 
associate with the very people whom we least desire to know anything of what has taken place.  For 
this reason we would like to have her sent for the time being at any rate to Aylesbury Prison.  We are 
considering whether it may not be possible for her to go eventually to Camp W. in the Isle of Man, and 
we will let you have our recommendation on this point in due course. 
 
       Yours sincerely, 
        Milmo 
Miss K.G. Davies, 
Home Office 
Whitehall S.W.1 
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Mr. D.G. White – A.D.B.1 (M.I.5) -Vera von Wedel @ Erikson- 
 
 Would you be good enough to read through the attached before it goes to Milmo? 
 I think it is extremely interesting, and –for what my opinion is worth- it rings 
frightfully true to me. 
  
I had no idea that this woman was, in first instance, a Soviet Agent, and I am a little intrigued 
at the references to the man, Werner Weldy.(I have not encounter this name in this file; hence 
there should exist more than is saved)  Do you think this could possibly be our long-lost 
Walde or Walden? –whom you remember, was the person whom von Ahlefeldt told M/G 
would be the person to contact her after the war broke out. 
 
 In case I don’t get a chance of talking to you on the telephone, I think you would find 
it awful to have a talk with Mrs. Gladstone about her report. 
 
B.2. London 
11th February, 1942 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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Vera von Wedel @ Erikson. 

 Acting on instructions from Mr. D.G. White and Mr. Milmo I fetched the above from 
Aylesbury Prison on Tuesday, February 3rd.  After helping the matron to search von Wedel’s 
belongings I signed a form in receipt of her person and was given the Home Office order for 
her detention, together with 19.10d. for which von Wedel had signed.  These were handed by 
me to Mr. Milmo on February 4th and the receipt is attached herewith. 
 
 We arrived in London at 3.30 and went to my flat at 120 Wigmore Street, where Vera 
changed into clothes which I had previously bought for her.  At 4.15 I took her to the 
hairdressers and we returned from there about 6.15.   On February 4th we left the flat at 9.30 
and after shopping all the morning I handed her over to Mr. Horsfell and U.35 (Klop – 
Ustinov), who fetched her at 3 o’clock. 
 
 I had previously made arrangements with Mr. Hunter who sent two of his men to tail 
me on 3rd and 4th.    
 
B.2 (London)      W.G. Gladstone 
4.2.42. 
 
 

↓ 
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B.1.B. Mr. Milmo (M.I.5) (through Major Knight, B.2.) 
 

Vera von Wedel @ Erickson. 
  

I (U.35 Ustinov) have pieced together and put into chronological order as far as 
possible the things the above told me about herself. 
 
 As it had arranged with Mr. D.G. White that I (Ustinov) was merely to encourage Vera 
to talk, which she did quite freely, my questions were confined to the minimum in order to 
keep the conversation from lagging.  Throughout, von Wedel and Rantzau (= Major Ritter) 
were the only mentioned by name, but when asked for the others were supplied immediately. 
 
 Vera Staritska, aged 28, was born in Russia.  She has one brother older and one 
brother younger than herself.  When she was 5 the family left the country on Nansen 
passports (Passport to Stateless Russians, due to the Soviet revolution) and went to live in 
Paris, where she was brought up.  The father eventually became a naturalised Dane.  Her 
upbringing was a strict one as her family were old-fashioned in their ideas.  She has no idea 
where they are at present but knows they were in Brussels when she came to England.  She 
thinks by now they probably gone back to Paris or else to Copenhagen. 
 
 Of Her brothers, the younger went as volunteer to Finland (likely he fought against the 
Russians during the Finish-Russian winter-war of 1939) and on his return joined the Danish 
Guard.  She does not know what has happened to him.  The older, who is married, had an 
export business in Brussels of farming implements. 
 
 Vera became a dancer in the ballet, and at the age of 17 she met a Russian (Ignatieff) 
whom she subsequently married, his name never was mentioned.  She described him as being 
extremely handsome to look at, and it was not until after her marriage that she discovered that 
he was a cocaine addict, a pervert and actively engaged in espionage on behalf of the White 
Russians.  It was not until she was made to carry documents to Germany and hand them over 
to a Russian inside the border that she discovered that he → was really working on behalf of 
the Reds (Soviets).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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→ was really working on behalf of the Reds (Soviets). He forced her to become an active 
member, but although he had many contacts, she only worked for him.  It was her business to 
carry the documents and they travelled as strangers to each other on the train journeys 
involved, he first class she second.    She had a girl by this man  who would have been 8 years 
old at the present time but she died in 1939.  Vera said the Russian was a devil and she 
eventually so hated him that she herself took cocaine so that she could forget him, even for a 
short time.  When she eventually tried to escape from him he stabbed (wounded) her.  It was 
some time during this marriage that she met von Wedel. 
 
 Von Wedel served in the German Army in the last war and became actively engaged 
on this work ever since.  (AOB, she once told a different story, that she was on the German 
Black List and via her father’s brother, a Nazi sympathiser, who managed via his contacts to 
Dierks to contact her in Brussels) He was 55 (48 in 1937) years old when he was killed and 
they had been married for three years.  Von Wedel is described as being a really decent man 
who did not approve of the Nazi regime but loved his country sufficiently to go on working 
for her.  Although she admits she was not in love with him, she said she greatly respected him 
and that he treated her very well.  Vera had a flat in Berlin at the Kaiserhof but only stayed 
there infrequently.  The von Wedels also had a flat at Hamburg , which was his headquarters 
(Rothenbaumschaussee 83) and he worked with Rantzau, who was his immediate boss.  Von 
Wedel travelled extensively and had genuine business in many countries.  He visited 
Copenhagen, where his main contact, where his main contact seems to have been a man called 
Christiansen.  He also went to Paris and B, but no names were mentioned in connection with 
these places.  Their only frequent visitor to the flat in Hamburg was Bergmann.  Von Wedel 
was rarely at home and worked very hard.  He often did not finish until two in the morning 
and whenever he had a night off preferred to stay at home.  Vera says she followed him to a 
good many places he visited as otherwise, according to her, she would never have seen her 
husband at all. 
 
 In 1939 Rantzau sent Vera to England with instructions to stay with the Duchess of 
Chateau Thierry who had a flat at Dorset House, She understood from Rantzau that the  
Duchess knew many people and entertained extensively and it → was her business to get to 
know as many of them as possible.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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→ was her business to get to know as many of them as possible. Vera says that during her 6 
months stay with the Duchess she met practically nobody apart from women who went to tea 
parties and who were chiefly middle-aged.  She mentioned by name the Countess of Mayo, 
who she said was a bad woman.  She also saw My Ericcson once during this time,  Her chief 
form of amusement was going to the cinema and she was taken dog racing by Major 
Mackenzie, with home she (Vera or the Duchesse?) had a “flirt”.  She became fed up that she 
returned to Hamburg.  Rantzau was furious at her appearance and there seems to have been a 
tremendous row about it. 
 
 Some time in the early part of 1940 von Wedel told Vera that he and Rantzau had 
quarrelled violently, but she was never told the reason.  It was after this that she received 
instructions from Rantzau to proceed to London with Drueke and Werner Weldy (Waelti). 
She had originally met Drueke at the Hague (AOB, where she went after leaving the ferry 
between England and Holland). Her story is that they a mutual friend, name not mentioned 
(Vera’s husband?) and that she introduced herself to him on that account (Dierks/von Wedel 
were friends already)  She found out that Drueke and von Wedel were old friends.  This they 
(Vera and Drueke) continued to be although Vera was living with Drueke.  The English plan, 
as described by Vera, was as follows:  Drueke knew no English, and as Vera’s English was 
good she was to go to England, make straight for Dorset House, and await instructions.  
Drueke was also to go with her and she was to act as interpreter for him. (AOB, reality was 
quite different:  Vera should go anyway. But, Drueke was at the beginning not intended to go, 
but in my perception: Drueke caused a fatal car accident in which Dierks (alias von Wedel) 
was killed. This might have been the reason why Drueke stepped in as to prevent legal or 
Service charges against him) Weldy (faulty understood, as Waelti was meant) who was Swiss, 
and was 35 (according Waelti’s passport notice Part V of this series, which might have been a 
fake document: he was born on 14 December 1915 thus he was 25 years old) was to operate 
separately.  Vera’s description of him is that he did not like men or women and that he 
worked for Germany solely for money.  He had an unhappy upbringing and loathed his step-
mother and father who were still in Switzerland.  Weldy Waelti told Vera  that if this trip was 
successful he would be a rich man when he returned to Germany.  They were supplied with 
passports and Vera’s was made out in the name of Erichson Erikson.  She maintains that the 
forgery was so obvious that she refused it and it was returned.  Von Wedel was very upset at 
the whole at the whole project and had promised to go to Berlin to see Rantzau’s superior, 
who was an old friend of von Wedel’s called Canaris. (Admiral Wilhelm Canaris indeed was 
the Chief of the military Ausland Abwehr).  Before he had time to carry out his plan, von 
Wedel was killed in a motor car accident in which Drueke was the driver.  Vera says she was 
told that a car coming in the opposite direction had run into → that driven by Drueke. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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→ that driven by Drueke. She asked to be allowed to see von Wedel’s body (which was at the 
Reservelazarett V in Hamburg Wansbeck). (consider our Part V pages 11 - 12) , but this 
was forbidden. She did eventually see it but said that von Wedel’s head was swathed in 
bandages so that it was impossible to tell whether or not her theory, which was that he had 
been shot, was true. (according the autopsy report, he suffered from a: “Schedelbruch” and 
did pass away at 24 hours on the 2nd September 1940)   Drueke had a broken nose and 
concussion.  She is quite certain that the “accident” was staged by Rantzau.  As there was 
then nobody to appeal to Canaris on her behalf, and as Rantzau knew she was in love with 
Drueke and would not let him go to England alone knowing that he could not speak English, 
(considering the letter Drueke wrote a few days befor his execution to his Solicitor Mr 
Figg, proves the contrary), she agreed to proceed. She, Drueke and Weldy Waelti left 
Hamburg and were flown to Bergen (they arrived first in Oslo)  There they were put a boat 
and for six days they went in and out fjords. The sea was rough and the three members of the 
crew were drunk the entire time.  They were then taken to Aaleborg and from there were 
taken to Stavanger, where a seaplane was provided for them.  They were flown to England by 
two pilots who she says were about 20 years of age and who never made the trip before.  She 
lay in the bottom of the seaplane until they were eventually dropped , and as the pilot made a 
mistake in landing them they had to row for 3½ hours before reaching shore. (see the rubber 
dinghy at this PDF page 45)  
 
 Vera did not know that Drueke had been hanged until she said, Col. Hinchley Cooke 
told her on Sunday, Feb. 2nd (1942).   She appeared to be upset over this and said that apart 
from von Wedel, Drueke had been the only other man who had ever behaved decently to her.  
She said she did not mind at all about Weldy Waelti as she despised him.   The name Erichson 
had never been used by her until this trip. 
 
 Vera was of the opinion that the Russian system of espionage was far better one than 
the Germans.  She told me that the former arrangements in France so that if any of their 
agents were caught and came before a tribunal there were funds available for their release. 
(AOB, a quite primitive understanding of the global circumstances. France had a history of 
competition versus Germany, and there was entirely no room for relativism. It was heart 
against heart, no mercy; in contrast to France-Russia. And, France had contacts with the 
Russians anyway). She also said that she knew that the German had no intention of going to 
war with Russia until they have finished with England, that they were certain of victory over 
us if they could fight only on one front but were not so certain if they had to fight Russia.  She 
said Germany, although she disliked the Russian having Finland and Bessarabia, was content 
to wait before they made any move.  She cannot → think what went wrong to have made 
them wage war.  She says that she would rather work for Russia than for Germany and that 
she doesn’t particularly like the latter.  When surprise was expected at this, she said that she 
did it as she was grateful to von Wedel and respected him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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→ think what went wrong to have made them wage war.  She says that she would rather work 
for Russia than for Germany and that she doesn’t particularly like the latter.  When surprise 
was expected at this, she said that she did it as she was grateful to von Wedel and respected 
him. 
 
 The only real discussion which took place was when I queried why Vera, an intelligent 
woman, should be willing to sacrifice herself without demur (protest) in a plan which was so 
incredibly clumsy in its conception as to be doomed from the start.  When, as she had said, 
she spied not for her love of the Nazi regime or for Germany but for a man whom she 
respected, and she was dead, I could not understand why she did not then refuse to carry out 
Rantzau’s orders.  It was at this point that she said that she was in love with one of the men 
who was being sent and that Rantzau knew this and knew that as he could not talk English she 
would not let him (Drueke) go alone.  I asked the name of the man and she said Drueke. 
 
 She would not hear the suggestions that it was Drueke who engineered the “accident” 
in which von Wedel was killed, maintaining that it was Rantzau who was responsible for it.  
She thought it quite likely that Rantzau had ordered her to accompany Drueke, (not true!) that 
he knew that for psychological reasons she would not refuse, and that this was the easiest way 
to be rid of her. 
 
 I also showed how sceptical I (Ustinov) was about her story of coming to London and 
not being given any instructions other than those above.  She admitted that it sounded 
improbable but said that was the way Rantzau worked and that although Drueke told her 
nothing she thought that Weldy Waelti might have known some of them. 
 
 After spending the best part of 24 hours with Vera von Wedel, I am left with the 
impression that she is a very intelligent woman, by nature extremely reserved, and although 
not beautiful, possessed of great physical charm, also that much of her story of her earlier life 
is true although I am convinced that she knows a great → deal more than she admits to. 
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→ deal more than she admits to.   I should not have considered her a wanton (motiveless) and 
found her extremely modest in her person.  She is also tidy (neat) and clean. She made no 
excuse for herself, said that she was very lazy unless she was really interested in anything, 
and fully realised what a mess she had made of her life.  She was genuinely grateful, and 
apologised several times for the trouble to which she felt she was putting me.  She would not 
let me buy anything beyond the bare necessities and if there was a choice of two articles 
always asked the price and chose the cheaper.   I give these impressions and facts at length as 
they are at variance with the opinion I formed her when reading the file.  In my opinion, 
Kindness should have the desired effect of producing the names of her contacts. She knows 
that she now has no-one to shield and I pointed out to her that Germany had been responsible 
for the death of the only two men who, on her own avowal (statement), had ever decent and 
kind to herm one whom she respected and the other who she loved, that they had both served 
their country well for many years, and that the manner of their death hardly seemed a just or 
fair reward.  As she, Vera, was the only person now to be considered, she could best help 
herself by answering truthfully and questions asked her.  She acknowledged this was the case, 
but added “What can I tell them?” 
 
 

The Inmates of Holloway. 
 

 Vera von Wedel talked a good deal about the above, and I was able to gather the 
following: 
 
My Ericcson – When Vera first went to Holloway this woman frequently visited her in her 
cell and although at first she was nice to her she then turned round and upbraided  
(reprimanded) Vera, saying that Vera had taken her name and that it was on Vera’s account 
that Ericcson was in prison!   She described Ericcson as a good hausfrau whom although she 
lived in this country for years, is always talking about returning to her children in Sweden.  
Vera understood that Rantzau had known → My Ericcson for many years and my said she 
was engaged to be married to Rantzau. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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→ My Ericcson for many years and my said she was engaged to be married to Rantzau. Vera 
considers Ericcson almost mental, says that she is suffering from persecution mani and is 
extremely touchy (easily upset).  
 
The Duchess of Chateau Thierry – The Duchess is delighted to be in Holloway as she found 
her overdraft a distinct liability (legal responsibility), and as she is now in receipt of about 
£15 a month which it is understood comes from America she finds herself comfortably off in 
her present home.  
 
Countess Hussarsz – This woman is a Hungarian, and was only in Holloway a fortnight with 
Vera before being transferred to the isle of Man.  She was a drug addict and as she was 
getting no supplies was nearly crazy as a result.  Vera said she an extremely nice little thing 
and that she became quite friendly with her. 
 
Mrs. Wertheim – Vera also seems to have been quite friendly with this woman, who has since 
been released. 
 
Nicolle (?sp.) – a French woman who has since been released.  According to Vera she was the 
most amusing person in Holloway, a lesbian always thinking herself in love with a different 
person.  Vera says she was extremely entertaining to be with.  She appears to have given 
several cocktail parties while there. 
 
Jessie Jordan – This woman is described is described as a dour (grim) Scotch woman who 
kept herself very much to herself and locked her door so as to be rid of the others.  According 
to Veram she hardly spoke to her at all.  This might be worth checking as it does not agree 
with what we were told by Dr. Mathieson. 
 
 The whole place appears to be a hot-bed of gossip. Vera maintains that the inmates get 
hold of a grain of truth about a prospective guest, very often overheard by a casual remark 
dropped by one of the officers, and this is so magnified that by the time the inmate arrived 
there was a terrific story in circulation. In Vera’s case they seemed to know a good deal, and 
when she was transferred to Aylesbury there was a considerable speculation as to whether she 
was leaving to be hanged. 
 
B.2. (London)    W. Gladstone 
4.2.42. 
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W.16616 (Vera’s inmate number) 
 
 
      4th February, 1942. 
 
Dear Mr. Milmo (M.I.5.) 
 
 The Secretary of State has revoked the Deportation and Detention Orders made against 
Vera Erikson, and has asked to be furnished with a report in six weeks time upon the results 
of the stay in Gloucestershire. (In my perception, to stay in U.35, Ustinov’s, residence) 
 
      Yours sincerely, 
 

K.G. Davies  
 

Termination 
Part VII 

22 January 2020  
 


